
City Council / Design Review Commission/ Planning Commission 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, July 20, 2021 
6:00 PM 

 
 

Teleconference via Zoom 
 
 
A. CONVENE, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND ROLL CALL 

 
The City Council meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m., with Councilmember 
Wernick leading the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Pat Eklund, Mayor Pro Tempore Eric Lucan, 
Councilmember Denise Athas, Councilmember Amy Peele and Councilmember 
Susan Wernick 

 
DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION PRESENT: Chair Joseph Farrell, Vice Chair 
Patrick MacLeamy, Commissioner Emily Studer, Commissioner Michael Barber, 
Commissioner Mark Schatz and Alternate Michelle Derviss 

 
DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION ABSENT: Alternate Tim Roche 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION PRESENT: Chair Rachel Farac, Vice Chair Peter 
Tiernan, Commissioner Dan Dawson, Commissioner Justin Derby, 
Commissioner Ron Gerber, Commissioner Curtis Havel and Commissioner Lia 
Heath 

 
STAFF PRESENT: City Manager Adam McGill, Community and Economic 
Development Director Vicki Parker, Planning and Environmental Services 
Manager Steve Marshall, City Attorney Jeff Walter, Assistant City Attorney Gary 
Bell, Assistant City Attorney Ryan Reed and City Clerk Laura McDowall 

 
B. CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT (CITY COUNCIL ONLY) 

 
The City Council met in closed session prior to the joint special meeting; there 
was nothing to report out. 

 
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
None 



D. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

D.1. Presentation of recent legislation affecting housing and development 
 

Assistant City Attorney Gary Bell and Assistant City Attorney Ryan Reed gave the 
presentation on recent housing legislation and responded to Council and 
Commissioner questions. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 
1. Robert Brown 
2. Zachary Griggy 

 
At 7:36pm there was a brief recess and the meeting reconvened at 7:45pm. The 
Council and Commissioners received the presentation; there was no action taken. 

 

E. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35pm. 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at  the 
Novato Planning Commission regular meeting of September 13,               
2021. 

 
/Shelley Woods/ 

 
Shelley Woods  
Senior Office Assistant 
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