
Introduction 

The City of Novato is excited to continue its Utility Box Art Program, building on the successful 
inaugural year that transformed seven utility boxes along Grant Avenue into vibrant works of 
public art. This 2025-2026 program is now being led by the Parks, Recreation & Community 
Services Department, with continued support from community partners including the Rotary 
Club of Novato and Pini Hardware.

The program will transform seven additional utility boxes throughout Novato into colorful 
canvases that showcase the ongoing stories of our community. Through this collaborative 
effort between the City of Novato and local community organizations, we aim to expand public 
art throughout the city while creating meaningful artwork that captures where Novato's stories 
continue to grow and flourish. 

Theme & Goal 

The purpose of this initiative is for artists to capture the essence of what makes Novato 
special — our natural environment, community traditions, and local heritage — and express 
these through artwork that showcases the ongoing narrative of our city. The artwork will 
embrace the theme "Where Stories Grow," which celebrates the places and moments where 
Novato's character continues to develop and thrive. Through this project, artists will have a 
unique opportunity to explore how meaningful stories emerge in Novato through public art 
Staff encourages artists to discover where their own stories intersect with our community's 
evolving narrative while celebrating Novato's unique identity.       
Artists are encouraged to draw inspiration from: 

● Natural Beauty: Showcasing our parks, trails, and wildlife where personal and
community stories unfold throughout Novato.

● Local Traditions: Capturing our vibrant gatherings and events, from farmers markets
and seasonal events to neighborhood connections and everyday interactions.

● Heritage & Legacy: Honoring our city's past through creative interpretations of historic
sites and pivotal moments that shaped today's Novato.

● Community Character: Capturing what makes Novato distinctive — our community
pride and inclusive spirit, celebrating the connections that bring people together.
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Artist Eligibility 

Artists of all ages are welcome to apply, however, applicants under 18 years of age must have a 
parent/guardian signature. Priority will be given to Novato residents. Students, hobbyists, and 
professionals are all encouraged to apply. Artists may have others (teachers, assistants, etc.) 
assisting them in the project.  

Reimbursement Program 

To support artists in creating high-quality public art, we offer reimbursement for materials and 
supplies up to $1,000 per utility box. While primer will be donated by Pini Hardware and anti-
graffiti coating will be provided by the City, artists are responsible for purchasing their own high-
quality exterior acrylic paints and other necessary supplies for completing their artwork. 

Reimbursement of art supplies up to $1,000 will be processed after artwork completion and City 
approval, with submission of itemized receipts. Payment will be made within 30 days of receipt 
of payment request. 

To ensure smooth processing of your reimbursement: 

● Submit original receipts that show only materials purchased for this project (please make
separate purchases for personal items)

● Include an itemized list of materials and supplies used
● Submit your reimbursement request with receipts within 14 days of artwork completion
● Complete and sign the reimbursement request form

Please note that incomplete reimbursement requests or receipts showing non-project items may 
delay the processing of your payment. If you have questions about eligible materials or the 
reimbursement process, please contact utilityboxart@novato.org.  

Application Info 

To apply, please submit a completed application, conceptual rendering, and up to three digital 
images of prior work by February 22, 2026. Application and renderings are highly encouraged 
to be submitted in PDF format. 

Applications can be submitted via email to utilityboxart@novato.org or delivered to: 

City of Novato, 922 Machin Avenue Novato, CA 94945 

Application and additional information can be downloaded at: novato.org/utilityboxart 

Selection Process 

Submissions will be reviewed by the Recreation, Cultural and Community Services (RCCS) 
Advisory Commission. Once artwork is selected, it will be recommended to the City Council for 
approval. The City reserves the right to reject any or all submissions, at its sole 
discretion. 
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Project Timeline 

November 2025 Application released 

February 2026 Applications due Sunday, February 22, 2026 by 11:59 pm 

March 2026 Artwork review by RCCS Commission and final approval by City 
Council 

April - May 2026 Artist Selection Announcement 

April - May 2026 Artist Installation Period 

June 2026 Target goal of completion, early June 2026

Guidelines for Artwork 

● The design should be appropriate for viewers of all ages and completely original
● The design must not defame or invade the rights of any person, living or dead
● Artwork must not contain:

○ any political statements or persons
○ religious references (such as symbols or numbers)
○ images depicting the sale or consumption of alcohol, tobacco, drugs, promotion 

of gambling, racism, homophobia, discrimination, violence, or sexual content of 
any kind

○ any copyrighted, trademarked logos or tag lines
○ personal tributes, remembrances, or memorials
○ contain any representation of traffic lights, signs or signals or mimic the same 

colors of a traffic signal or sign
○ text is discouraged, except for the artist’s signature

● The design should not cover existing labels/signage, keyholes, or handles on the signal 
boxes. Signal boxes still have to be maintained. Anything obstructing access to them is 
not allowed

● The design should cover all exposed sides; including the top of the utility box but must 
not obscure the warning labels

● Artwork must avoid dark palettes in an effort to prevent boxes from overheating

Ineligible Entries 
A proposal will be ineligible if the mural contains a copyrighted or trademarked image, logo, 
brand, or business name. 

Artist Responsibilities 

● Artists are not allowed to make any significant design changes from the approved design
● Artists must use high-quality exterior acrylic paint
● Artists must notify the designated City representative when the project is completed



● Artists must apply up to two coats of anti-graffiti protective coating (provided) after
artwork completion

● Artists agree to transfer full ownership and rights of their utility box artwork to the City of
Novato upon completion of the project

● Artists are responsible for reasonable upkeep of their artwork if it becomes damaged or
defaced, at the discretion of City staff

● Current contact information must be provided and maintained for future touch-up needs
● If an artist relocates out of state, the City reserves the right to perform necessary touch-

ups to maintain the artwork's appearance

Program Specifics 

● Artists must use high-quality exterior acrylic paint - low-sheen, eggshell, or satin finish
● Artists are responsible for protecting and cleaning their work area and safe disposal of

materials
● The City will provide anti-graffiti coating which must be applied by the artist as part of the

project
● The City will assist with graffiti removal as needed and coordinate with Public Works for

maintenance needs
● Artwork is considered temporary and will be evaluated by the City every three years
● The City reserves the right to remove or paint over artwork if damaged beyond repair or if

utility box maintenance is required
● Final artwork must match the approved design submission. The City reserves the right to

remove or repaint artwork that significantly deviates from the approved design
● Selected artworks may need to be modified to fit graphic and design requirements for the

actual utility box painting. Such modifications will be directed at the sole discretion of the
City

● Sizes of utility boxes vary - artists should be prepared to adjust artwork accordingly
● Specific utility box locations will be assigned to selected artists by the City
● The City of Novato must be able to access box components at all times
● Utility boxes may have locks and control panels that need to remain free of art
● Artists must maintain ADA-compliant pedestrian access during installation
● Reimbursement of art supplies up to $1,000 will be processed within 30 days of receipt

submission
● The City reserves the right to reject any or all submissions at its sole discretion

Location of Utility Boxes 

1. Redwood Boulevard & DeLong Avenue
2. Redwood Boulevard & DeLong Avenue
3. Redwood Boulevard & Lamont Avenue
4. Redwood Boulevard & Olive Avenue
5. Redwood Boulevard & San Marin Drive
6. Redwood Boulevard & San Marin Drive
7. South Novato Boulevard & 7th Street
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Questions and Contact Information 

We are seeking artists who demonstrate relevant artistic experience, strong project 
management skills and reliability, and creative interpretation of the "Where Stories Grow" 
theme. 

Questions? Contact us at utilityboxart@novato.org 

Thank you for your interest in helping transform Novato through public art. We look 
forward to reviewing your submission. 
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