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Planning Commission Meeting
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June 03, 2013

REVISED MINUTES:
Added language is indicated by italics and underlining

Elvera Berson, Chair
Robert Jordan, Vice Chair
Gary Butler

Dan Dawson

Jay Strauss

Peter Tiernan

Michael Walker

Present:

Absent: None

Staff Present: Elizabeth Dunn, Planning Manager, Veronica Nebb, City
Attorney, Jason Nutt, Public Works Director

CALL TO ORDER /PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE /ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order.

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA:

M/s Tiernan/Dawson(passed 7-0) to approve final agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENT

One speaker inquired about more specific information on the criteria used to select
projects for the CIP.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF April 15, 2013
M/s Tiernan/Jordan (passed 7-0) to approve the April 15, 2013 minutes.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: None

CONTINUED ITEM: None

NEW ITEM:

2.  Capital Improvement Plan General Plan Consistency Report. (ED)

06pm0313



Commissioners Tiernan, Jordan, and Walker asked questions about the Olive Avenue widening, Safe
Routes to Schools, “Old” Hamilton gym, and the Downtown parking lot projects listed in the FY 13/14
Capital Improvement Program.

Commissioners Berson indicated there was the need for a sidewalk on Nave Drive, and inquired why it
wasn’t in the CIP and would this be included in the future. The Public Works Director indicated the City
Council is aware of need for sidewalk and might be considering adding this project to the next CIP.

Commissioner Strauss raised the issue of how the projects are reviewed and included in the CIP. His
concern is that there’s no Planning Commission involvement with the list of projects that are prepared
for the CIP, and this doesn’t appear to be an open process.

The City Attorney indicated the Planning Commission is being asked to review the City’s Capital
Improvement Program (CIP) for consistency with the General Plan. She stated that the Commission
could prioritize these projects as a list of projects that goes to the City Council, in a separate action.

The Public Works Director indicates that projects are matched to available funding sources. The three
main sources of revenue for Novato are: 1) gas tax money ($1.4 million annually, $800,000 of which is
dedicated to roads; 2) Measure A regional sales tax ($350,000 annually); and 3) Measure B, the new
Marin County vehicle registration license fee, which has specific criteria for how this money can be
spent. The Public Works Director vets the CIP with the Street Improvement Oversight Committee and
almost all of the total source of funds are allocated to pavement rehabilitation.

The Safe Routes to School program is sponsored by the Transportation Authority of Marin (TAM).
Additional statements were made about the old Hamilton Gym regarding whether there are enough
facilities with court surfaces in Novato, and the accessibility to the Hamilton Gym.

Commissioner Strauss made a request to Agendize a topic regarding Planning Commission comments
on future projects to include in the next CIP. This was supported by the Commission.

COMMISSION ACTION:
M/s Tiernan/Dawson to approve the FY2013-2014 CIP (passed 5-2) Jordan, Strauss denied. Strauss felt a
more formalized discussion on why and how these sites were selected and provided needs to occur.

GENERAL BUSINESS:

3. General Business item: Discuss changing the meeting time of the Planning Commission
meetings.

Commissioner Butler raised the issue about changing the starting time of the Planning Commission
meetings to encourage more public participation. The Commission discussed the range of possible start
times — either 6, 6:30 or 7pm — and felt that starting at 7:00pm would be appropriate.

The City Attorney indicated that changing the start time might require a revision to the City Council’s
policy on meeting times. If this were the case, Planning staff would coordinate with the City Clerk on
scheduling this matter before the City Council. If needed, this matter of a new Commission meeting start
time would return to the Commission for a formal action.

COMMISSION ACTION:

M/s Strauss/Tiernan to recommend a change in the meeting time of the Planning Commission from
7:30pm to 7:00pm approved (7-0)
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UPCOMING AGENDAS AND QUORUMS:

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.
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