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DRAFT MINUTES 
CITY OF NOVATO 

STREETSCAPE MAINTENANCE COALITION 
 ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Monday, September 9, 2013 7:00 P.M. 
 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
 

Members: 
Len Bernstein, Absent 
Larry Paulger  
Marcia Basalla 
Ed Schulze 
Susan Stompe 
Charlotte Urban 

Staff:
Bill Johnson 
Maggie Rufo 
 
Guest 
Michael Landrum 

 
 II.       APPROVE MINUTES OF AUGUST 12, 2013 
 Approved as modified. 
 
III.  APPROVE AGENDA  

 Approved as modified. 
 
IV.      CITIZENS’ TIME TO ADDRESS THE COMMITTEE 
 

Michael Landrum reported on Ignacio Rotary work on the island on the center median at 
Redwood between Lamont and the fire station. City crews delivered wood chips. Rotary 
volunteers worked four times, for 23 hours of volunteer labor to remove star thistle. 
Photos were posted on the Novato Patch at: 
http://novato.patch.com/groups/announcements/p/sunrise-rotary-completes-service-
project 
 

V.       COMMITTEE MEMBERS’ COMMENT TIME 
 

Susan Stompe spoke about the Measure F Oversight Committee Annual Report, for last 
year. The expenditures are listed in categories and include funds for the reuse of 
Hamilton city-owned properties, reestablishment of the Economic Development program, 
a recommendation to hire an analyst for the police response team, as well as retain one 
maintenance worker for streets and landscapes. In addition, emergency preparedness for 
2013/14, the Shop Novato program to be continued through January ($75,000), and 
spending $250,000 to attract biomedical companies to Novato. The entire report can be 
viewed at http://www.cityofnovato.org/Index.aspx?page=1610. 
 
 

VI.  SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
A. Island/Park Adoption – Goals & Objectives 

1. Subcommittee Meeting Report & new language for agreement – no update  on the 
agreement this month. Signs are out on the islands and one still needs the phone 
number added – Diablo between Novato Blvd. & Redwood. There is a need for 
more posts and signs to be manufactured. We still need to refine a list of priority 
islands for promotion. There are currently about 30 signs placed. The committee’s 
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goal was for ten new adoptions in 2013, currently there are seven or eight islands 
adopted this year.  

 
Staff reports that the signs are costly to have made, at $300 per sign.  
 
Ed Shulze is getting a quote from a local sign shop to see if it would cost less.  
 
Meanwhile, the committee will fund four more signs. 
 
The committee voted unanimously to fund four more signs, from the streetscape 
budget, at a cost of $1200. 
 
A local realtor wants to adopt an island on Ignacio, from Montura to Country 
Club, and also two small parks by Laurelwood.  

 
2. Pacheco Valley – The adopter wants the city to do the work of removing shrubs 

and setting up irrigation, along with spraying for weeds.  
3. Streetscape Committee island – Committee member Marcia Basalla presented her 

concept for the plantings on this island. She also passed out a list of plants 
(attached to minutes). 

4. Bahia Islands – the Horseman’s Club has placed manure on the islands, and it 
needs to be spread out. 

5. Ignacio/Rotary - See Michael Landrum’s comments above. 
6. Sunrise Rotary – remove from list – dormant. 
7. Baswell Plumbing – island at the corner of Wilson & Center has two sections. 

Baswell has worked on one side, but not the other. They will be notified that the 
other side is also their responsibility. 

8. Siemans – letter must be sent – first warning of removal from island. 
9. Miwok Park – see email update from Len – attached to minutes. 
10. Green Point Nursery – the contractor is still working on the stop light installation 

and in addition, they removed soil from the island and must bring it back. 
 

B. Community Volunteerism – Goals & Objectives 

The subcommittee met and discussed the need to have different categories of 
volunteerism, e.g., long-term (islands), short term, one time, etc. Still want to have 
city quadrants to direct people to, on a project basis. There could be four short-term 
projects a years in each quadrant, or less. Short-term means one day or less. 

Coordinate with high school students and Scouts to work on projects. Make a list of 
ideas for Eagle Scout projects. Work with the other subcommittees on outreach and 
fundraising. 

C. Finance & Fundraising – No report. 

D. Publicity & Marketing – Goals & Objectives 

A calendar is being created where community events can be plugged in so the 
committee can work on having a presence at some of the events. Examples: farmer’s 
market, have a fall bulb planting event, possible July 4 landscape event. Place ads 
online. Perhaps make an announcement each time an island is adopted. Have it 
included in the city e-newsletter. 
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VII.  OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Clean and Green Day – April 26, 2014 

Susan contacted by Joan Murray, founder of Clean Mill Valley, a group that 
addresses litter issues. She wants to see other groups work together in all the cities to 
for a similar effort. Susan will go to their meeting to talk about Novato’s efforts. 

Ideas are still needed for a NEW Clean and Green banner.  

B. Revision of Business Recognition Program Criteria (Recommendation to review the 
criteria over the year.) – No update this month. 
 

C. Business Recognition Nominations 

1. Novato Vet Hospital – Dr. Glassmaker 
2. Novato Family Dental, 7460 Redwood Blvd. 
3. Rustic Bakery, 1407 Grant Avenue 
 
Approved 

 
VIII.  NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. New Business Recognition Nominations 

1. Paul Schaefer Dental, 896 Sutro 

B. Reorganize Subcommittees – Tabled until next month. 

C. Annual Goals of the Committee– Tabled until next month. 

D. Assistance with Publicity – Tabled until next month 
 

    X.     ADJOURNMENT  
 
 Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm 


