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SPECIAL

Joint Planning Commission/Design
Review Commission Meeting

Location: Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue
November 20, 2013
REVISED MINUTES

PC Present: Robert Jordan, Chair
Gary Butler, Vice Chair
Dan Dawson
Jay Strauss
Peter Tiernan
Michael Walker

DRC Present:Michael Barber, Chair
Joseph Farrell, Vice Chair
Patrick MacLeamy
Beth Radovanovich

Tom Telfer
Xiofen Luo
Absent: None
Staff: Bob Brown, Community Development Director

Chris Stewart, Economic Development Manager
Elizabeth Dunn, Planning Manager
Alan Lazure, Principal Planner

CALL TOORDER/ROLL CALL:

The meeting was called to order with Commissioner Barber arriving at 8:00
PM.

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA:

The agenda was approved without changes.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None
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CONSENT CALENDAR:

1. APPROVAL OF PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 4, 2013
(GB,DD,JS,PT,MW)

M/s Dawson/Tiernan (passed 6-0) to approve the November 4, 2013 meeting minutes.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

CONTINUED ITEMS: None

NEW ITEMS:

4. Consider making a recommendation to the City Council on land use and design
concepts for the North Redwood Boulevard Area (BB)

Bob Brown gave a verbal and Powerpoint presentation for this topic.
Six members of the public spoke.

Tina McMillan
Jeff Rhodes
Wayne Campbell
Coy Smith

Gail Wilhelm
Mike di Giorgio

Members of both Commissions provided comments and feedback on the land use and design
concepts for the North Redwood Corridor. These will be presented to the City Council at a future
Council meeting:

e Housing Over Retail
0 FEEDBACK: Mixed Use without residential (e.g., office or recreational use
above retail) in the East of Redwood North and South subareas was supported by
a straw vote of 9-2.
e Area between Highway 101 and SMART
o FEEDBACK: Maintaining flexibility of uses, allowing light industrial/service
commercial, retail, office or recreational uses, was supported by a straw vote of
11-0.
e Use the Dairyman’s existing building character
o FEEDBACK: Changing the design criteria language from “attempt” to
“encourage” retention of portions of/or the character of the existing Dairyman’s
building was supported by a straw vote of 11-0.
e Redwood Boulevard
o0 FEEDBACK: Planting more trees in the median (retaining the cork oaks) and on
both sides of the street, considering narrowing the travel lanes, and providing
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right-of-way on the east side for a wider sidewalk, bike path, and/or angled
parking.

Commissioner MacLeamy also suggested that the DRC might be persuaded to volunteer to
prepare some design schemes for redesign of Redwood Boulevard, with staff possibly
determining the financial feasibility of undergrounding of transmission lines.

PROJECT DESIGN WORKSHOP: None

GENERAL BUSINESS: None

ADJOURNMENT:

The joint meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
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