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MINUTES 
CITY OF NOVATO 

STREETSCAPE MAINTENANCE COALITION 
 ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Monday, November 11, 2013 7:00 P.M. 

City of Novato Corporation Yard 
550 Davidson Street 

 
I. ROLL CALL 

 
Members: 
Len Bernstein 
Larry Paulger  
Marcia Basalla 
Ed Schulze 
Susan Stompe 
Charlotte Urban – Absent 

Staff:
Bill Johnson 
Maggie Rufo 

 
II.     APPROVE MINUTES OF OCTOBER 14, 2013 
 
 Approved 

 
  III.  APPROVE AGENDA  
 
  Approved 

 
IV.     CITIZENS’ TIME TO ADDRESS THE COMMITTEE 
 

A group of residents from the neighborhood at Orange Avenue and Olive Avenue 
attended to talk about maintenance issues. The freeway overpass crosses Olive and there 
are problems with the landscaping underneath the overpass. The residents listed weed 
problems, broken irrigation that is constantly leaking water creating muddy conditions, 
dead roses, a ditch full of water and garbage. The residents complained that this area only 
gets attention from city maintenance crews once each year. Staff elaborated the staffing 
cuts to the maintenance department as well as problems created by CALTRANS work on 
the overpass. The residents complained that the police refuse to roust the homeless 
encampment. They stated that their short-term priority is to get the irrigation leak 
repaired and to get the weeds cleaned up. Around 725 Olive Avenue, going east, the 
weeds are very high. There seems to be a dispute as to whether the city or the state is 
responsible for this area. The residents were thanked for coming to the meeting and the 
committee’s role was explained. The Island Adoption program and commitment was 
explained to the residents: a two year commitment to pick up trash and control weeds. 
Everything but the  labor is provided by the city. Staff will send them the packet of 
information in case they decide to adopt the area.  
 
Meanwhile, the residents were advised to bring their concerns to the City Council and 
City Manager.  
 
A compliment was conveyed about the area where the Friends of Novato Creek – it has 
been cleaned up and the fence repaired – city staff did an excellent job. 
 
Larry attended a meeting with the Hamilton Field Association Landscape Committee, 
they are interested in working on street trees, homeowner trees, and a resident-sponsored 
program for tree trimming. The trees in question are mostly sycamores which have grown 
very large. The San Pablo subdivision has California Sycamores, but the rest of the area 
has European Sycamores, some of which are over 40’ tall and have to be removed 
because the root systems are negatively affecting homes. 
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V.     COMMITTEE MEMBERS’ COMMENT TIME 

 
 The committee will have a holiday potluck, at 6 pm, before the December 9th meeting. 
 

Susan announced that the county litter committee meets on Thursday, 12/12, at the Mill 
Valley Community Center, if anyone is able to attend. 
 
Len met with Public Works Director Andy Poster to discuss the distribution of county 
Measure A funds (earmarked for parks and open spaces). Len stressed the importance of 
Public Works being involved in the distribution of Novato’s share of the funds. Len plans 
to meet with City Manager Michael Frank as well. The city has 1200 acres of open space 
to maintain and perhaps this funding could be used to hire more maintenance staff for 
parks. Funds could also be used to hire students in the summer time to do work under the 
supervision of the maintenance staff. Add Measure A as an ongoing agenda item. 
 
Marcia walked the islands on Redwood Blvd. and saw a lot of trash in some of the 
ditches along Redwood. 

 
VI.  SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
A. Island/Park Adoption – Goals & Objectives 

1. Island/Park Update 
 Another realtor, inquired about adopting a visible island and would hire 

someone to do the work. 
 The Greenpoint Nursery has started planting on the Redwood/Olive island. 

The first work day had six volunteers. Ten Ceanothus were planted. 
 In the past month, six adoption applications went out, two people signed up, 

and two more called to request paperwork. 
 The committee’s island is still not ready for planting. 

B. Community Volunteerism – Goals & Objectives 

C. Finance & Fundraising – Goals & Objectives 

D. Publicity & Marketing – Goals & Objectives 
 
Next month bring ideas for focusing on putting materials together for publicity, 
e.g., a fact sheet about the committee’s work. 

 
VII.  OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Clean and Green Day: April 26, 2014 

Location of sign-in tables needs to be elsewhere because Fishing in the City has 
reserved Scottsdale Pone on 4/26, so it is a necessity to meet elsewhere. 

Approved to move the event to the City Hall Green. 

An “easy-up” tent will be purchased to use at Clean and Green, and for other events, 
as well as a table and chairs. 

Awaiting pricing from printer for the flyers and working on getting on Bank of 
Marin’s budget scheduling for funding of the flyers. 

A new banner must be designed – share ideas. 
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The phone number must be activated for people to call and sign-up. Susan would like 
to have a web form for sign-ups – not sure if possible on our current website. 

Next Clean and Green meeting is 12/4. 

B. Revision of Business Recognition Program Criteria (Recommendation to review the 
criteria over the year.) 
 

C. Business Recognition Nominations 
 
1. Artrageous & Wright Salon, 857 Grant Avenue 

Approved 

2. Russo’s Framing, 1431 Grant Avenue 

Approved 

There was a suggestion to take pictures of the nominated locations for possible 
inclusion in the recognition letter. 

 
VIII.  NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Business Recognition Nominations 

 1. Novato YMCA, 3 Hamilton Landing 

B. Reorganize Subcommittees 

C. Annual Goals of the Committee 

Increasing the size of the committee requires resolution by Council, which staff is 
working on. Also, shorten the name of the committee. 

 
    X.  ADJOURNMENT 
  
 Adjourned at 9:00 PM  
 
 

Next Meeting: December 9, 7 pm. 
 (Arrive at 6 pm for potluck) 


