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MINUTES 
CITY OF NOVATO 

Streetscape Maintenance Coalition 
 Advisory Committee Meeting 

January 13, 2014 7:00 P.M. 
 

 
I. ROLL CALL 

 
Members: 
Len Bernstein 
Larry Paulger 
Marcia Basalla 
Ed Schulze 
Susan Stompe 
Charlotte Urban 

Staff:
Bill Johnson 
Maggie Rufo 
Clive Shigoli 
Andrew Poster 
Peter Torre 

 
II. APPROVE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 9, 2013 

 
   Approved, 5-0, Basalla, Paulger, Stompe, Urban, Bernstein 
 

III. APPROVE AGENDA  
 

Approved, 5-0, Basalla, Paulger, Stompe, Urban, Bernstein 
 

 IV.    CITIZENS’ TIME TO ADDRESS THE COMMITTEE - None 
 
  V.     STAFF CONCERNS 

 
Measure A items:  Wish-list – not yet ready for the committee. Annual Report goes to 
Council on January 21. County Commission meets this month, oversight on money 
distributed. 
 
A work day resulted in the building of eight completed signs.  
 
Andrew (PW Director) invited committee to start holding meeting at new city offices. 
Committee prefers to continue at the Corp Yard. 
 
Reviewed requirements of Brown Act: Senate Bill 751 added a provision in the Brown 
Act to require the reporting of each action and each member’s vote on the action during 
an open session meeting. 

             
  VI.     COMMITTEE MEMBERS’ COMMENT TIME 
 

Marcia shared an article about how residents of Oakland are adopting storm drains and 
keeping the area around the drains clear. 
http://www.sfgate.com/default/article/Public-adds-its-muscle-to-keep-Oakland-storm-
5119070.php 
 

VII.  SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
A. Reorganize Subcommittees 

- Subcommittee that would help applicants complete forms, instead of staff having 
to send the forms out. 
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- Sign subcommittee to work with staff to get the signs made. 
- Subcommittee that will contact the people who are not maintaining their adopted 

site. 

Committee discussed other items on the list that Ed Schulze prepared. Susan pointed 
out that we already have subcommittee’s that would cover Items B,C,D, and E and 
they are not shown on the list. Where would those existing committees fit on this new 
proposal? The point is a better defining of the responsibility of the subcommittees. A 
longer conversation is needed on this – committee will plan a special meeting on this 
topic – to be held on February 9. 

B. Island/Park Adoption – Goals & Objectives 

1.Island/Park Updates 
2.Number adopted past month 

C. Community Volunteerism – Goals & Objectives 

D. Finance & Fundraising – Goals & Objectives 

E. Publicity & Marketing – Goals & Objectives 

A short item was composed to be published in local papers to recruit volunteers for 
keeping neighborhoods clean and green. 

VIII.  OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Review Revised Annual Report 

Draft reviewed and edits and suggestions given. A new version will be emailed to 
members tomorrow, by Len. Comments due back to Len by Thursday. 

B. Clean and Green Day: April 26, 2014 

Susan gave a report on the meeting with Peggy Flynn – see Attachment A. This year 
only the voicemail number and the website address will be published (not Susan and 
Ed’s personal phone numbers). Fishing in the City is happening on the same day, so 
there’s a conflict with the boat the Boy Scout’s use to go out on Scottsdale Pond. 

Discussion of whether to send a “save the date” postcard instead of mailing a flyer. 
Waiting for a quote from Zenith. Bank of Marin is paying for flyers, so those could 
still be printed for distribution around town. 

Motion: Committee to pay for the cost of printing the postcards, not to exceed 
$500.00. Motion passed 5-0, Basalla, Paulger, Stompe, Urban, Bernstein 

Awaiting a quote for the street banner. Asking the sign company how to deal with 
having to change the date each year so the banner can be reused annually. Reviewed 
colors and wording for the banner. Pini will once again host the large sign. Whole 
Foods will once again provide coupons for frozen yogurt (300). Ed will place an ad in 
the Novato Sanitary Newsletter – reviewed correct contact information for ad. 

Improved training is needed for the table workers, as well as map management. 

A participation goal should be set. 
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C. Revision of Business Recognition Program Criteria (Recommendation to review 
the criteria over the year.) – Tabled until February 
 

D. Business Recognition Nominations – all tabled due to the time of year and the 
recent freeze – most plants are dead/dying at this time. 
 

1. Novato YMCA, 3 Hamilton Landing 
2. Trader Joe’s shopping center –along Redwood. 
3. Shopping Center, at 7th and Grant 
 
 

E. Measure A Funds Allocation – continuing discussion of making sure that the 
maintenance division interests are represented when Novato allocates its share of 
Measure A funds. A list of items for funding will be presented to Council. 

 
   IX.  NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Nominations for Chair 
 

Committee voted 5-0, Basalla, Paulger, Stompe, Urban, Bernstein as follows: 
 
Marcia Basalla, Chair 
Larry Paulger, Vice Chair 
 

B. Business Recognition Nominations – Tabled until Spring 
   

C. Annual Goals of the Committee 
 

 Provide more assistance to staff. 
 

    X.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 8:52 pm. 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting: February 10, 2014 
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Attachment A 
 

Clean & Green Day meeting                             January 10, 2014 

  
Meeting at new city offices:  Len Bernstain, Ed Schulze, Charlotte Urban, Maggie 
Rufo, Peggy Flynn and Susan Stompe 

  
Maggie got the telephone Hotline mailbox and security code set up so the 
recording can be updated.  The Streetscape website has a link for Clean and Green 
Day.  People will be able to sign up.  The fields are:  Name, number of people, 
group name, address and zip, phone, email and “how did you hear about the 
event?” 

  
Peggy says that this is a slow time at the newspapers.  We should do an oped for 
the IJ soon.  She said Nicole at the Novato Advance is receptive to suggestions.  
There will be a special section about Novato, and we could try to get something in 
it. 
  
Susan needs to send the Flyer image to Maggie so there will be some continuity of 
image.  Zenith will be updating the flyer. 
  
Peggy recommended getting a card out in Feb. for SAVE THE DATE.   After 
discussion, it was decided to not mail the flyer, but to send a Save the Date 
postcard in February, if the cost is reasonable   Susan will get postcard printing 
costs from Zenith – printed 1 side or 2 sides. 
  
On the Banner,  it was decided to do a white background with dark green printing. 
The Pantone color selected was 575c.  Minimal copy on the Banner: 
  
The tables on C&G Day can be set up in the City Hall Office lobby with the floor 
to ceiling doors open to the Civic Green.  The lawn area can have displays for  
MCSTOPP, Homegrown habitat, displays of litter damage – see if we can get the 
monster bottles of plastic, or a frigate bird stomach full of plastic. – Sponsors 

 


