City of Novato Integrated Pest Management Policy and Program
Revised: November 2, 2021
Adopted:

The City of Novato is committed to a comprehensive Integrated Pest Management (IPM) policy and
program to guide the management of its parks, landscaped areas, public rights-of-way, buildings, and
other essential public properties.

The purpose of the IPM policy and program is to ensure and enhance the health, safety, and welfare of
residents, visitors, and City staff by clearly defining the City's pest management strategy, the priorities
for administering this strategy, and the various means by which these priorities may be realized.

It is also the purpose and intent of the IPM policy and program to ensure the City and its contractors
are in compliance while performing pest management practices. In addressing pest management
needs, the City and its contractors shall focus on long-term prevention and/or ongoing suppression of
pest problems, including consideration of a “no action” approach to minimize or preclude the need to
use chemical pest control methods.

The term "pesticide" is a general term that includes herbicides, insecticides, fungicides, and
rodenticides. The City recognizes that pesticides are potentially hazardous to human health, wildlife,
and the environment and the City shall give preference to available, safe, and effective non-pesticide
alternatives when considering options for pest management.

The City’s IPM policy and program applies to all property and grounds owned, leased, or managed by
the City, and compliance is required of all Departments and contractors performing pest management.

1. IPM PROGRAM COMPONENTS
The City’s IPM policy and program will include the following components:

a) Educating and training City staff in the IPM program, practices, and policy.

b) Requiring City pesticide application contractors to implement the IPM policy and program on all
property and grounds owned, leased, or managed by the City, inside and outside and toreport
the types and amounts of pesticides used by the contractor on City property.

¢) Reducing, to the maximum extent practicable, the use of pesticides.

d) Considering taking a “no-action” approach in addressing certain pest control issues.

e) Reviewing and considering available non-chemical options before using a chemical pesticide.

f) Identifying least toxic methods to control pests.

g) lIdentifying, evaluating, minimizing and/or eliminating conditions that encourage pest problems.
h) Maintaining and expanding the use of owl boxes and raptor perches at strategic locations
throughout the City, including in open space areas, to facilitate the natural control of rodents.

i) Conducting careful and efficient inspection, monitoring, and assessment of pest problems by
designated personnel or contractors knowledgeable of IPM methods.

j) Maintaining records by City departments on IPM methods considered and used to prevent and
control pests.

k) Complying with all applicable state and federal regulations, including pesticide use andreporting.

I) Providing open public access to all IPM policy and program information and records.

m) Conducting decision-making based on the best available science and data.

n) Referring residents and pest control operators to the Marin County Parks Department Integrated
Pest Management Program, the Marin County Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program, and
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the University of California Cooperative Extension for information on less toxic methods of pest
control.

Keeping the County Agricultural Commissioners informed of water quality issues related to
pesticides and of violations of pesticide regulations (e.g. illegal handling) associated with storm

water management.

IPM POLICY AND PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

a)
b)
c)
d)

e)

f)

9)

Eliminate pesticides classified as Toxicity Category | by the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (US EPA).

Minimize the use of pesticides classified as Toxicity Category Il, Category Il and Category IV
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA).

Eliminate the use of pesticides that are classified by government agencies as known probable
or possible carcinogens, reproductive toxicants (teratogens, mutagens), endocrinedisruptors,
carbamates, organophosphates, or ground water contaminants.

Use pesticides only when necessary, and select a pesticide that is both effective and least toxic.
Designate playground and picnic table areas on City property as pesticide-free.

Reduce pesticide use through careful design. As the City plans for the development of new
parks and landscaped areas, or the rehabilitation of existing areas, specific attention will be
directed toward including plans and specifications that eliminate or reduce the need for
pesticides for future maintenance activities. This may include, but is not limited to, the planting
of native and/or climate-appropriate plants, the installation of vegetation barriers next to fencing,
sheet-mulching all new planting areas, placing vegetation barriers in new planting areas,
installation of heavy gopher wire or other rodent barriers at the perimeter of sports fields and

lawn areas, etc.

Comply with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Separate
Storm Sewer System Phase |l Permit by implementing the following landscape maintenance
and design practices to the maximum extent practicable:

i.  Use native and/or climate appropriate plants as well as mulching and other bay-friendly
landscaping principles and practices to reduce the amount of water, pesticides, and
fertilizers used.

ii. Prevent application of pesticides and fertilizers during irrigation or within 48 hours of
predicted rainfall with greater than 50% probability as predicted by National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

iii.  Limit or replace pesticide use with alternatives such as conducting manual weed and
insect removal, sheet mulching, or the installation of vegetation or rodent barriers.

iv.  Prohibit application of pesticides as required by the regulations DPR 11-004 Prevention
of Surface Water Contamination by Pesticides enacted by the Department of Pesticide
Regulation.

v.  Minimize irrigation run-off by using an evapotranspiration-based irrigation schedule.

3. DESIGNATION OF INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR

The Public Works Maintenance Superintendent shall be designated as the IPM Coordinator and will
be primarily responsible for implementing the IPM policy and program and coordinating efforts to adopt
IPM techniques within the Public Works Department. The IPM Coordinator is responsible for
communicating goals and policy decisions toappropriate City staff and contractors, as well as ensuring
proper training of all employees involved with the IPM program and all contractors who perform
landscape maintenance on the City’s behalf.

4. EDUCATION AND TRAINING OF STAFF

Education and training of appointed personnel is critical to the success of the IPM policy and program.
Employees involved in the maintenance and associated operations of City property, including parks,
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landscaped areas, and other essential public lands, or with the purchasing, storage, handling, and
application of pesticides shall receive all the mandated, necessary, and reasonable IPM training required
to perform such work in an efficient and safe manner, consistent with the provisions and intent of this
policy and program. No pesticides may be used at City sites, except in accordance with the City’s IPM
policy and program.

Continuing Education Unit (CEU) training in IPM practices, and training in the use of non-chemical
methods of pest control are important to the success of this IPM policy and program. In addition to
formal training, the City shall provide "Safe Handlers" training to all staff assisting in the application,
storage, or handling of pesticides or pesticide-related equipment. This shall include training specific to
the City’s IPM policy and program. Whenever a new pesticide is introduced, additional training will be
provided, prior to the initial use. In addition, regular safety meetings will be used to review the
information presented in the initial training.

5. CRITERIA FOR SELECTION AND USE OF PESTICIDES

The City is committed to the use of pesticide alternatives. Pesticides shall be used only after all other
non-pesticide means have been utilized or have been determined to be not feasible in a particular
application due to site factors, ability of staff to provide a particular function or service, or other pertinent
factors.

Whenever practicable, mulch material will be used as a first line of defense to suppress weeds, build
soil health, and improve water retention.

It is understood that a completely weed-free landscape environment is not an attainable goal, given City
budget and staffing constraints. However, the Public Works Department shall maintain landscaped areas
reasonably weed-free, to preserve the function and aesthetic appearance of public areas and City
facilities.

The IPM Coordinator will coordinate with the Pest Control Advisor (PCA) to determine the need for
applying a pesticide and shall document in writing:

a) A compelling need to use the pesticide;

b) A good faith effort to find alternatives to the particular pesticide;

c) That effective, economic alternatives to the particular pesticide do not exist for the proposeduse;
and

d) That the recommended pesticide is the least toxic pesticide available to control the target pest.

Only persons specifically authorized by the IPM Coordinator as pesticide applicators will be permitted
to bring or use pesticides on City property. Use of pesticides by pesticide applicators is limited to those
products on the Approved Use or Limited Use Product list. Pesticide applicators must follow regulations
and label precautions. Applicators will have training in IPM and/or be certified to use pesticides and
must comply with the City’s "Components of an IPM, Least Toxic Program".

To the greatest extent practicable, City staff will ensure that all contractors hired to perform IPM-related
work on the City's behalf have received appropriate education and training.

6. APPROVED USE, LIMITED USE AND BANNED USE PRODUCTS LISTS

It is the policy of the City to use non-toxic methods first, then least-toxic IPM practices to manage pest
populations. Except for pesticides granted an emergency exemption, the City will not use any products
on the Banned Use product list below. If it is determined that a United States Environmental Protection
Agency-registered pesticide must be used, then the least-toxic pesticide will be chosen.

Products will be divided into three classifications: Approved Use List, Limited Use List and Banned Use
List. If the use of a material not on either the Approved Use List or the Limited Use List is deemed
necessary, the IPM Coordinator may apply for an emergency exemption.

The IPM Coordinator shall maintain a list of all pesticides that have been approved for use by the Public
Works Director along with any restrictions for such use. This list shall be referred to as the Approved
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Use Products List.

a) Approved Use Products: The list of Approved Use Products shall include, but is not limited to:

i.

ii.
iii.
iv.
V.

Vi,
Vil.

viii.
iX.
X.
Xi.
Xil.

Insecticides, non-SGAR (second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides) and traps
Caulking agents and crack sealants

Borates, silicates, and diatomaceous earth

Soap based products

Natural products on the FIFRA (Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act)
25(b) list and/or 40 CFR part 152.25 (f) (1)

Natural products on the California Certified Organic Farmers list

EPA GRAS (generally recognized as safe) products, pursuant to federal EPA
standards

Cryogenics, electronic products, heat, and lights

Biological controls, such as parasites and predators

Microbial pesticides

Insect growth regulators

Physical barriers

b) Limited Use Products: The IPM Coordinator may submit a written recommendation to the
Public Works Director for approval that a particular pesticide not on the Approved Use Products
List be approved for use for a specific and limited purpose. Limited Use Products may be allowed
to be used for a short and defined exemption period, not to exceed one year. The request must
be reviewed by the Public Works Director and signed bythe IPM Coordinator. The Public Works
Director may grant a limited use exemption upon a finding that the City department or pesticide
applicator has:

iv.

Identified a compelling need to use the pesticide;

Made a good-faith effort to find non-toxic alternatives to the particular pesticide;
Demonstrated that effective, economic alternatives to the particular pesticide do not
exist for the particular use; and

Developed and implemented a reasonable plan for investigating alternatives to the
Limited Use Product during the exemption period.

¢) Banned Use Products List: The following products are completely banned from use on City
property:

Vi.

Vii.

Pesticides on the California’s Proposition 65 list (Safe Drinking Water and Toxic
Enforcement Act of 1986)

Pesticides classified as Toxicity Category | and Category Il by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency

Organophosphates, organochlorines, or carbamates listed by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (Office or Pesticides Programs, Document 735-F-99-
14, May 1999), or California Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Pesticide
Regulation Chemical Inquiries Database

A known carcinogen, probable carcinogen, or possible carcinogen identified by the
United States Environmental Protection Agency per “List of Chemicals Evaluated for
Carcinogenic Potential”

Any known endocrine disruptor listed by the United States Environmental Protection
Agency or the European Union, Endocrine Disruptors website

Foggers, bomb, fumigants, or sprays that contain pesticides identified by the State of
California as potentially hazardous to human health (CFR 6198.5)

Rodenticides
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7. NOTIFICATION OF PESTICIDE APPLICATIONS

The Department of Public Works shall maintain a list of locations that require notification of pesticide
application (posting) as per pesticide label or recommendation from the Pesticide Control Advisor.
Notification shall be accomplished by posting signs at reasonable entry point locations and shall include
the name and active ingredient(s) of the pesticide product, the target pest, signal word indicating the
toxicity category of the pesticide product, date of application, the re-entry interval as determined by the
product label or regulation, the name and contact number for the City department responsible for the
application, and the City website address.

Notices shall be posted prior to pesticide application and shall remain in place as prescribed by product
label and/or recommendation from the Pesticide Control Advisor. Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and
Rodenticide Act exempt, National Organic Program approved, and/or other such non-toxic or botanical
pesticides shall be exempt from these notification requirements.

City departments may obtain authorization from the IPM Coordinator to apply a pesticide without
providing advance notice if there is a compelling need to use the pesticide, such as a threat to public
health, safety, City property, or substantial economic detriment. Signs meeting the requirements as
outlined above shall be posted as soon as possible prior to application and remain posted following the
application, as required.

8. RECORD KEEPING OF PESTICIDE APPLICATIONS

The IPM Coordinator shall be responsible for maintaining records of pesticide applications on City
property performed by City staff, by contractors and/or other persons authorized to apply pesticides on
behalf of the City. The City shall maintain these records in compliance with records retention policies
and shall make the information available to the public upon request.

Application records shall include at least the following information: site of application, date of application,
target pest, name of the product and active ingredient of the pesticide(s) applied, Environmental
Protection Agency registration number, amount of product applied, and the pesticide signal word. In
addition, records shall include a list of all exemptions granted, as well as the written justifications
developed for the consideration of those exemptions.

The IPM Coordinator shall provide an annual report to the Public Works Director, and to the City Council
if requested. The annual report shall include a review and summary of the City’s pesticide use and
practices, non-chemical pest control activities, exemptions granted, training offered, any proposed
modifications to the City’s pesticide list, and any suggestions for amendments or resources needed for
effective implementation of the IPM policy and program.

9. EMERGENCY EXEMPTION TO THE IPM POLICY AND PROGRAM

The IPM Coordinator will make a recommendation to the Public Works Director to allow staff or an
outside landscape contractor to apply a pesticide not on the Approved Product Use List or Limited Use
List based upon a finding that the protection of public health requires the use of that pesticide due to an
emergency.

The City Council intends that such exemptions shall be granted on a per-case basis and shall apply to
a specific pest problem for a limited time with selection of pesticides conforming to the spirit and intent
of this policy as is deemed practicable. The Public Works Director may grant emergency exemptions if
action is required before the next meeting of the City Council. The IPM Coordinator shall report all such
emergency exemptions to the City Council for review. To the maximum extent practicable, the
notification requirements apply in an emergency situation.
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