
 

 

*In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special  

assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact Lori Simpkins at 

899-8975. Notification at least 72 hours prior to the meeting will enable the 

City to make reasonable arrangements to help ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

RECREATION, CULTURAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING 

  
NOVATO CITY HALL  

COUNCIL ROOM 
901 SHERMAN AVENUE 

 
January 8, 2015 

 
7:00 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

A. ROLL CALL 
 
 Chair Kate Shilvock Vice Chair Suzanne Crow 

 Commissioner Paula Neese Commissioner Nancy Weber  

 Commissioner Bryan Garbutt Commissioner John Caye 

 

       
B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 1. November 13, 2014 
  
 
D. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 
E. READER BOARD INFORMATION 
 

1. How Cities Use Parks for Economic Development – American Planning 
Association article 

 
2. Novato Community Snapshot – City of Novato General Plan 2035 

 
3. Various Program Fliers 

 
 
F. PRESENTATIONS 
  
 1.         Heart Month and National Wear Red Day - Stacey Gibbons, American 
   Heart Association             
           
 2. Margaret Todd Senior Center – Teresa Ehteshami, Recreation Supervisor 
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https://www.planning.org/cityparks/briefingpapers/pdf/economicdevelopment.pdf
https://www.planning.org/cityparks/briefingpapers/pdf/economicdevelopment.pdf
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G. OLD BUSINESS 
 
 There are no Old Business items. 

 
   
H. NEW BUSINESS 

  
 1. Dogbone Meadow Use Rules for New Dog Sanctuary Area. 
 
  Consider and recommend use rules for new dog sanctuary at Dogbone Meadow.  
 

 
I. STAFF REPORTS 
 

1. Programs, Projects and Issues Report – verbal 
  

 New Special Event Concert Series 
 

 Parks, Recreation and Community Services Marketing Committee 
 

 Measure F Information 
 
 
2. City Council Action Updates – verbal 
  
   
3. Upcoming City Council Items 
 
 No items are scheduled.  
   
4. Media Articles - Comments from the Director/Commission.  
 
   

J. COMMISSION REPORTS/COMMENTS 
 

1. Commission Comments/Reports  
 
2.  Upcoming Community Events 
 

 
K. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING 
 

 March 12, 2015. 

 

L. ADJOURNMENT 

http://www.novato.org/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=12066
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NOVATO RECREATION, CULTURAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 
 

November 13, 2014 Novato City Hall* 
7:00 p.m. Council Chambers 
           901 Sherman Avenue  
   

 
 
A. ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Shilvock called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

   Commissioners present: Garbutt, Caye, Shilvock, Weber 
 
Commissioners absent: Neese, Crow 
 

   Also present: Director Pam Shinault, Recording Secretary   
   Amanda Estrada 
 

 
B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA.  

 

 MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

 

 
C.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

  MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

 

 

 D. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

 There were no Public Comments. 
 
 
E. READER BOARD INFORMATION    

 
1. A Town Maker’s Guide: Healthy Building Placement  

 
2. AARP Livability Fact Sheets 

 
3. Walkable 101: Educational Videos 

 
4. Why Place Matters: Building a Movement for Healthy 

Communities 
 

5. Various Program Fliers 
 

 

http://walklive.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Townmakers-Guide-Poster.pdf
http://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/documents-2014/AARP-Livability-FactSheets-Collection.pdf
http://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/documents-2014/AARP-Livability-FactSheets-Collection.pdf
http://www.walklive.org/project/videos/
http://www.policylink.org/sites/default/files/WHYPLACEMATTERS_FINAL.PDF
http://www.policylink.org/sites/default/files/WHYPLACEMATTERS_FINAL.PDF
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F.  PRESENTATIONS   

 

1. New Parks, Recreation and Community Services Staff Introduction – Heather 
Hafer. Ms. Hafer is the new Senior Management Analyst for the department. 
She will work closely with Pam Shinault and Kathy Kormos. Ms. Hafer’s 
background includes working for the City of Emeryville, City of American 
Canyon, City of Berkeley and City of San Leandro. She is excited to be 
working on so many great projects. Ms. Hafer thanked the Commissioners for 
their commitment to the community and looks forward to working with them 
soon.  
 

2. Hamilton Pool Summer 2014 Highlights – Vera Deferrari, Program 
Coordinator for the City of San Rafael. The summer included a new program 
called Camp University, which was a joint venture between the YMCA, City 
of Novato, Novato Unified School District and the City of San Rafael. Camp 
University was comprised of students, as identified by their school Principals, 
performing in the lowest percentile of English Language efficiency, along 
with those who used the free lunch program. Approximately 120 students 
participated. The camp included lessons to improve their language arts skills 
in the morning, a more traditional YMCA camp environment followed with 
swim lessons and pool time at the Hamilton Pool in the afternoon. Many 
campers had never swam before and became proficient swimmers by the end 
of camp. Many campers also reported that their favorite part of the day was 
their time at the pool. All involved parties consider the Camp University a 
success. Also this summer, the City of San Rafael staff worked to increase 
their season pass sales. They did a variety of marketing, including a Living 
Social coupon, Facebook page, Twitter account, a Google Plus page.  Their 
season pass sales increased from 293 last year to 363 this year. They also saw 
an increase in their number of lessons.  
 

3. Bike and Pedestrian Plan Update – Petr Skala, Engineering Division, Public 
Works.  The Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan is funded by TAM: Transportation 
Authority of Marin, and led by Alta Planning Design. Eight cities and towns 
in Marin County are involved. The goals for this update include updated maps 
and data, further development of pedestrian components, identification of 
regional or multi-jurisdictional connectivity gaps, prioritized improvements, 
cost estimates. The strategies in the plan include education, enforcement, 
encouragement and policy.  

 
 

4. Community Based Transportation Plan Update – Russ Thompson, Director of 
Public Works. The Community Based Transportation Plan is reaching out to 
transit-dependent members of the public to determine what issues or 
difficulties they are experiencing. Transit Authority of Marin, Fehr & Peers 
Consultants, a Technical Advisory Committee and Stakeholders Groups 
worked closely together to outreach to the transit community to identify 
issues. The final report is expected to be ready in January or February of 2015. 
From this study came a list of twenty-five projects. When the full plan is 
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finished, having the twenty-five items identified will make it easier to find 
grant funding as it becomes available.   

 
5. Public Works Department Operations and Responsibilities – Russ Thompson, 

Director of Public Works.  The Public Works Department serves two major 
functions: the engineering function and the maintenance function in the City. 
The engineering function includes development review, floodplain 
administration, storm water quality, traffic safety, signals, signage and lastly, 
capital projects. The maintenance function includes streets, storm drain 
systems, street lights, 27 parks, 21 active use facilities, over 450 medians, 
landscaping, street sweeping and graffiti removal. The infrastructure includes 
a roadway network with 152 centerline miles, storm drain network with 3,110 
drain lines, 31 traffic signals, parks, buildings and retaining walls.  In 2013, 
Faithful + Goulds Study carried out a facility condition assessment and 
maintenance analysis for the parks. The study assessed needs and projected 
capital repairs over the next 20 years to cost $6.7 million dollars. In the same 
study, Faithful + Goulds assessed the needs for the buildings and projected 
capital repairs over the next 20 years to cost $11.2 million dollars. The Public 
Works department comprises 19% of the total General Fund investment. If 
Measure F did not backfill the current deficit, this would entail additional 
significant reductions in the following program areas: streets, traffic 
operations, and parks and islands maintenance, engineering and construction 
management, public and private projects inspection and oversight. This could 
also result in additional layoffs.  
 

 Commissioner Garbutt had many ideas to help supplement the Parks 
 Maintenance Staff. Commissioner Garbutt will speak with Russ Thompson to 
 try to organize and initiate this idea.   
 
 

G.  OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Commission Work plan for 
2015.  
 

  Commissioner Weber liked the speaker series, and would be interested in 
learning more about Measure F.  

 
  Commissioner Garbutt would like to hear more funding mechanisms for 

Capital Improvement Projects. He would also like to be included in the 
Budget dialogs. This item will be brought back for further discussion at the 
January meeting.  

 
 

H.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Approval of California Park and Recreation Society (CPRS) Community 
Service Award Nominee – Pat Cline.  
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MOTION/SECOND, COMMISSIONERS WEBER/GARBUTT, TO 

APPROVE NOMINEE PAT CLINE.  

 

MOTION CARRIED 4-0.  

 

 
I.  STAFF REPORTS 

 
 1.  Programs, Projects and Issues Report – verbal  

 
 General Plan Update. Ms. Shinault is actively involved in finishing the 
 HEAL whitepaper. The update should be ready in January.  

 
 Hill Recreation Area and Margaret Todd Senior Center Master Plan. Staff 
 is currently accepting consultant proposals. The deadline to submit 
 proposals is the November 18th at 5pm. At that time, the submitted 
 proposals will be evaluated.  Staff are expecting the project to being in 
 January.  

 
 Pioneer Park Tennis Courts Ribbon Cutting will be on the 20th at 10:00am. 
 The Novato Tennis Club will have snacks and drinks.  

 
2.  City Council Action Updates  

   
3.  Upcoming City Council Items  

  
4.  Media Articles  

 

   

J. COMMISSION REPORTS/COMMENTS.  
  

1. Commission Comments/Reports  
 

2. Upcoming Community Events  
 

     
K. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING 

 
   January 8, 2015.  

 
 

L. ADJOURNMENT 
          

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.  
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922 Machin Avenue 
Novato, CA  94945 

(415) 899-8900 
FAX (415) 899-8213 

www.novato.org 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
MEETING 
DATE:  January 8, 2015 
 
TO:  Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Commission  
 
FROM: Pam Shinault, Director 
 
SUBJECT: DOGBONE MEADOW USE RULES FOR NEW DOG 

  SANCTUARY AREA 
 
 
 
REQUEST 
 
Consider recommending approval of use rules for the new fenced-in area in DOGBONE 
MEADOW Dog Park. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommend approval. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
A new fenced-in area, within the City’s existing dog park, DOGBONE Meadow, has been created 
to serve the needs of small dogs weighing thirty (30) pounds or less, senior dogs (7 years old, 
depending on size) who are less active, and dogs who are recovering and need some low level 
exercise but must be kept separated from the active, spry, high energy bigger dogs.   
 
The sanctuary is designed to allow small, senior, and recovering dogs, to play, explore and move 
around safely, without the need to avoid or interact with larger, more active, and playful bigger 
dogs or younger and high energy dogs.  Recovering dogs and senior dogs should not be brought 
to a dog park without veterinarian approval or recommendation.   
 
The sanctuary is a place to be free to socialize and run without worrying about being run into by a 
much larger dog playing fetch with their owner or by a pack of dogs chasing each other around.  
The need to supervise the dogs in the sanctuary is still required.  An owner/handler with a small 
and a large size dog may not bring the large dog into the sanctuary. Each dog must be supervised 
at all times while using the park.  So in this instance, supervising both the larger part of the park 
and the sanctuary, is needed, so both dog’s behaviors and safety are monitored. 
 
The sanctuary is a “no play zone for kids” and in fact, all children must be supervised inside 
DOGBONE MEADOW, at all times so that they do not run or play in the middle of a dog fetch 
area, and so they are fully aware of the dog activity inside the park, to minimize injury to them and 
the dogs, and to minimize inappropriate dog behavior, like jumping up.  Therefore, kids using the 
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dog park, should not run, or play with children’s toys inside any area of the dog park.  Food should 
not be brought to the dog park, for people or for dogs, unless approved by park permit.   
 
Everyone has the responsibility to help the dogs and people all get along inside any area of the dog 
park.  Aggressive dog behavior is not allowed and will not be tolerated.  The safety of all park 
users, dogs or human, is our top priority. 
 
Use rules summarized and recommended: 

1. Sanctuary is limited to small dogs less than 30 lbs. senior dogs (7 years old and older, who 
are not active and high energy) and recovering dogs, who have veterinarian 
approval/recommendation to use the dog park. 

2. DOGBONE MEADOW rules and regulations apply to the Sanctuary. 
3. Children may not play, i.e. run around, throw a ball, play Frisbee, climb trees in the 

Sanctuary, to help protect the safety of the dogs in the sanctuary. 
4. Dogs and Children must be supervised at all times and under owner/handler/guardian 

control, so that inappropriate behavior is disallowed and safety remains a priority. 
5. No food is allowed in the sanctuary. 
6. Owners/handlers must clean up after their dogs and dispose of dog waste in appropriate 

containers provided at the park. 
7. Use the entry gate properly to minimize dogs running into parking lot unattended and not 

leashed. 
8. Each owner/handler is limited to a maximum of 3 dogs, and all must be under supervision 

and control of the owner/handler at all times while using the dog park. 
 

Summary 

 
Creating a small dog sanctuary has been a longtime dream of dog park users and small dog owners, 
so that the smaller, less active dogs, dogs with mobility challenges and senior dogs, as well as 
recovering dogs, have a safe place to play and explore, while being outside getting exercise and 
socializing.   
 
The creation of the sanctuary is the first phase of a bigger dog park design and renovation effort 
that the City will undertake in 2015.  The dog park is a valued asset to many pet owners in Novato 
and has become the popular place to get dogs outside and active.  
 
Many thanks to the Friends of DOGBONE Meadow, who contributed $7,000 to make the first 
phase possible! Funding the City receives from the passage of Marin County Parks Measure A, 
will help us fund the design and renovate the entire dog park.  There are exciting times ahead for 
the dog park, its dogs, and their owners. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 

1. Add additional use rules. 
2. Modify recommended use rules.  


	150108a
	141113mm
	Dog park sanctuary use rules stfrpt

