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SPECIAL 
 Planning Commission Meeting 

Location:  Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue 

January 20, 2015 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Dan Dawson, Chair 
  Curtis Havel 

Robert Jordan  
  Leslie Salazar 

Peter Tiernan 
  Susan Wernick 

 
Absent: Jay Strauss  

 

   
Staff Present: Bob Brown, Community Development Director 

Elizabeth Dunn, Planning Manager 
Veronica Nebb, Assistant City Attorney 

  

          
CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL 

 
The meeting was called to order. 
 

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA:   
 

M/s, Tiernan/Havel, Ayes 5 (Dawson, Havel, Salazar, Strauss, Wernick), Noes 0, 

Absent: 2 (Jordan, Tiernan) to approve the final agenda. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR:   

 
1. APPROVAL OF PC MINUTES OF DECEMBER 15, 2014  

(RJ, DD, CH, LS, PT, SW) 

 

M/s, Havel/Wernick. Ayes: 4 (Dawson, Havel, Salazar, Wernick), Noes: 0, 

Absent: 1 (Strauss), Abstain: 2 (Jordan, Tiernan), to approve the minutes of 

December 15, 2014. 

 
CONTINUED ITEMS: None 
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NEW ITEMS:  
 

 

2. DISCUSS THE ENVIRONMENT, AND HUMAN SERVICES CHAPTERS OF THE 

GENERAL PLAN (BB) 

 

Community Development Director Brown addressed the Commission to discuss the review process 

for the evaluation of policies and programs in 1996 General Plan. While the purpose is to streamline 

the General Plan so it’s easier for the public and staff to read, and easier for staff to implement and 

monitor, the Council’s direction was to use as much of the 1996 General Plan as appropriate. 

 

Two chapters of the General Plan being discussed tonight: Environment and Human Services. Each 

of the chapters being reviewed tonight were reviewed by staff, creating a table with information on 

each existing policy and program as to accomplishments since 1996, reasons programs may not have 

been implemented, and recommendations to retain, modify or delete each. The Environment and 

Human Services Chapters were previously reviewed by the Recreation, Cultural and Community 

Services Advisory Commission (RCCSAC) since they addresses parks, open space and resident 

services.  The RCCSAC members had no comments on the policies and programs in the Human 

Services Chapter. The Environment Chapter was also reviewed by a subcommittee of the Marin 

Conservation League due to their significant involvement in the preparation of the element.  The MCL 

subcommittee had numerous comments 

Commissioners reviewed the staff recommendations and comments from the Planning Commission 

subcommittee, Marin Conservation League subcommittee and the Recreation, Cultural and 

Community Services Advisory Commission, and concurred with staff recommendations with the 

exception of the following: 

 

The Commission discussed the desirability of referencing many of the implementing actions that have 

been codified since the 1996 General Plan (Hillside Ordinance, Baylands Overlay District, etc.), 

possibly with links from the new General Plan to the Municipal Code, or as an appendix in the new 

plan.  Staff expressed concerns with the ability to maintain these electronic links between the 

documents as code changes occur over time.  Staff instead suggested that they would prepare a 

companion document that will show the changes to all 1996 policies and programs made in the new 

General Plan to increase public transparency. 

 

Environment Chapter: 

 

 Suggested adding a new policy addressing eradication of invasive species. 

 Program 41.2:  replace with a policy statement encouraging additional designations of and land 

acquisitions in Priority Conservation Areas. 

 Policy 47:  Retain until Hamilton redevelopment has been completed, but remove the phrase, “that 

becomes City-owned” since some future public park facilities may be built on land the City does not 

own (e.g., the Army landfill). 
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GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 

Director Brown discussed the schedule for General Plan evaluations going to the City Council for 
discussion. Additionally, a discussion about upcoming public workshops and other ways to engage 
the community occurred. New development projects that have been submitted, and anticipated 
development projects were discussed.   

 

UPCOMING AGENDAS AND QUORUMS:  (STAFF)  
 
Staff discussed the upcoming Commission calendar.  

 

ADJOURNMENT:  

 

Adjourned by the Chair at 9:20pm. 


