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Planning Commission Meeting

Location: Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue
February 17, 2015

Present: Dan Dawson, Chair
Peter Tiernan, Vice Chair
Leslie Salazar

Jay Strauss

Susan Wernick

Absent: Curtis Havel, Robert Jordan

Staff Present: Bob Brown, Community Development Director
Elizabeth Dunn, Planning Manager

Steve Marshall, Principal Planner

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE /ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order.

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA:

M/s, Tiernan/Strauss, Ayes 5 (Dawson, Salazar, Strauss, Tiernan, Wernick), Noes
0, Absent: 2 (Havel, Jordan) to approve the final agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

CONSENT CALENDAR:

1. APPROVAL OF PC MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 2, 2015
(DD, PT, CH, RJ, LS, JS, SW)

M/s, Tiernan/Jordan. Ayes: 5 (Dawson, Salazar, Strauss, Tiernan, Wernick), Noes:
0, Absent: 2 (Havel, Jordan), to approve the minutes of February 2, 2015.

CONTINUED ITEMS: None

NEW ITEMS:

2. TRANSPORTATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND FISCAL
VITALITY GENERAL PLAN CHAPTERS & COMPLETE STREETS
WHITE PAPER (SM)

Review and provide feedback to the City Council on policies and programs contained
in the Transportation and Economic Development and Fiscal Vitality Chapters of the
1996 General Plan.
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Review and provide feedback to the City Council regarding the draft policy and program recommendations
contained in the Complete Streets White paper, which accompanies the Transportation Chapter.

The Transportation and Economic Development and Fiscal Vitality chapters of the General Plan are
being discussed tonight. This review consists of a table with information on each existing policy and
program as to accomplishments since 1996, reasons programs may not have been implemented, and
recommendations to retain, modify or delete each.

Transportation Chapter & Complete Streets White Paper

The Transportation Chapter and Complete Streets White Paper were previously reviewed by the
Novato Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) since it addresses bicycle and
pedestrian circulation issues. The BPAC members provided comments on Transportation Chapter
and Complete Streets White Paper, leading to several recommendations. BPAC’s comments and
recommendations are provided in the abridged version of the Transportation Chapter evaluation
matrix.

Economic Development and Fiscal Vitality Chapter

The Economic Development and Fiscal Vitality Chapter has been reviewed by the Economic
Development Advisory Commission (EDAC). The EDAC members provided comments and
recommendations for policies and programs of the Economic Development and Fiscal Vitality
Chapter. The EDAC’s comments and recommendations are presented in the abridged version of
the Economic Development and Fiscal Vitality Chapter matrix.

Below are the comments from the Planning Commission on the Transportation Chapter of the General
Plan:

Transportation

Policy 2: Agrees with staff.

Program 2.1 Agrees with staff, and use “multi-modal” for alternative transportation modes.
Policy 3: Agrees with staff.

Program 3.1: Agrees with staff.

Program 3.2: Agrees with staff.

Policy 4: Agrees with staff

Program 4.1: Agrees with staff.

Policy 5: Agrees with staff.

Program 5.1: Agrees with staff

Program 6.2: Agrees with staff.
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Policy 8: Agrees with staff.
Policy 9: Agrees with staff.
Policy 10: Agrees with staff.

Policy 10a: The Planning Commission (PC), on a straw poll of 3 to 2, recommended retaining Policy
10a in the updated General Plan regardless of whether the Landing Court housing site is developed.

Program 10.1: Agrees with staff regarding addressing the issue of “on-street” advertising through the
Community Identity Chapter.

Program 10.2: Agrees with staff.

Policy 12: Agrees with staff.

Program 15.2: Agree with staff.

Program 15.5: Agrees with staft’s response to the PC Subcommittee
Program 18.1: Agrees with staff.

Program 19.1: Agrees with staff.

Program 19.2: Agrees with staff.

Policy 20: Agrees with staff and the Novato Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC)
recommendations.

Program 20.5: Agrees with staff recommendation and supports expanded effort to provide information
to the Marin County Bicycle Coalition (MCBC) and other bicycle advocacy groups.

Policy 21: Agrees with staff.

Program 21.1: Agrees with staff and BPAC recommendations, as well as staff position on fee based
use of bicycle lockers.

Policy 22: Agrees with staff.

Program 22.1: The Planning Commission raised a question regarding whether this policy was
intended to drive the installation of sidewalks in neighborhoods that might prefer not having
sidewalks. The PC recommended amending Program 22.1 to clarify its intent and applicability.
Program 22.2: The PC recommend focusing Program 22.2 on projects improving the safety of
children walking and bicycling to school.

Policy 27: Agrees with staff recommendation. The Planning Commission commented on the pending
expansion of the runway at Gnoss Field and concern about commercial aviation activities, such as
commuter air service. The Planning Commission suggested developing a position on Gnoss Field that
coordinates with Novato’s economic development efforts, such as the current biotech initiative.

02pm1715rev 3



Public Comments:

Four members of the public spoke. Three are residents of Clausing Court who supported the retention
of Policy 10a in the updated General Plan, and provided the following responses:

e These residents didn’t support Policy 10a being removed from the current General Plan

e The developer for the Landing Court property has incorporated the intent of this policy in their
site plan for the Landing Court proposal

e One resident stated that Redwood Boulevard was already striped for bike access and didn’t agree
with the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee issue of creating convenience for bike access
on Clausing Court

e One resident was disappointed with the lack of notification by staff, and felt this was
unprofessional and manipulative

e The fourth resident supports the Clausing neighborhood, and stated their feelings should be
honored. This person also discussed Transportation Policy 13 (High Density Land Uses Adjacent
to Transit Uses) and stated that smart growth is urbanizing the entire County. With regards to the
Community Based Transportation Pan (CBTP), few residents use an alternate from of
transportation for work (.05% use bicycles; 1.9% walk to work; 4.8% use public transportation,
and 11.9% carpool).

A straw poll of whether to keep or remove Policy 10a occurred. By a vote of 3 to 2, the Commission
recommended to retain Policy 10a (Keep Policy 10a: Tiernan, Strauss, Wernick; Delete 10a: Dawson,
Salazar).

Below are the comments from the Planning Commission on the Economic Development Chapter of
the General Plan:

Economic Development

Program 1.2: The PC expressed a desire to have better coordination/collaboration with the EDAC and
preferred to retain EC Program 1.2. Program 1.3: The PC discussed the value of an economic
development master plan in terms of help define the image of the community. There was general
consensus that an economic master plan is a valuable tool and should be undertaken with an eye toward
flexibility to adapt with changing market conditions.

Program 1.4: Agrees with staff.

Policy 2: Agrees with staff. Comments were made that economic development shouldn’t be primarily
driven by employment generation, but also focus on proving goods and services the community wants.

Policy 3: Agrees with staff.
Program 3.2: Agrees with staff.
Policy 5: Agrees with staff.

Policy 6: Agrees with staff.
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Policy 7: Agrees with staff.

Program 7.3: Comments were made that the City should support local job, trade, and businesses fairs.
Such a matter could be included in an economic development master plan.

Policy 10: Agree with staff.

Program 11.3: Agrees with staff’s recommendation.
Program 12.2: Agrees with staff.

Policy 13: Agrees with staff.

Program 13.1: Agrees with staff recommendation and response to comments on from the PC
subcommittee.

Program 15.1: Agrees with staff response to PC subcommittee comments and looks forward to
considering how the DSP might be integrated into the General Plan.

Program 18.2: Agree with staff.
Program 19.1: Agree with staff.
Policy 20: Agree with staff. Make sure that “from within and beyond Novato” is added to Policy 17.

Policy 22: Agree with staff. Comment that EC Policy 22 could be covered in an economic
development master plan.

Program 22.2: Agree with staff.

Program 24.1: Agree with staff.

Policy 25: Agree with staff.

Policy 27: Agree with staff.

Program 27.2: Agrees with staff recommendation and response to PC subcommittee comments.
Policy 28: Agree with staff.

Program 28.1: Agree with staff.

There were no Public Comments on the Economic Development and Fiscal Vitality Chapter of the
General Plan.

General Comments on the Economic Development and Fiscal Vitality:

The Planning Commission commented that an economic development master plan (or perhaps call it
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a “strategy plan”) should be separate from the General Plan to allow flexibility to update and
respond to changing market conditions.

Comments were made that the City should extend the “Shop Local” effort. This marketing program
was noted as being particularly welcomed by downtown merchants.

GENERAL BUSINESS:

Planning Manager Dunn reminded the Commission of the schedule for General Plan evaluations going
to the City Council for discussion. Additionally, a discussion about upcoming public workshops for
the Northwest Quad, and other ways to engage the community occurred.

UPCOMING AGENDAS AND QUORUMS: (STAFF)

Staff discussed the upcoming Commission calendar.

ADJOURNMENT:

Adjourned by the Chair at 10:20pm.
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