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DOG PARK IMPROVEMENT PROJECT



AGENDA

•	Introduction
•	Project Overview
•	Preliminary Improvement  
		  Plan Presentation
•	Discussion



1. Review Preliminary 
	  Improvement Plan
2. Seek Public Input
3. Establish Priorities

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING



PROJECT PURPOSE



NOVATO BLVD.

C
IT

Y 
LI

M
IT



EXISTING CONDITIONS



WORKSHOP #1
NOVEMBER 14, 2015

WORKSHOP #2
MARCH 3, 2016

COUNCIL PRESENTATION
SUMMER

CONSTRUCTION
FALL 2016!

DESIGN
CONCEPT

DEVELOPMENT

CONSTRUCTION
DOCUMENT
EARLY FALL

RECREATION COMMISSION
PRESENTATION

(OPEN TO PUBLIC)

DESIGN
DEVELOPMENT

YOU
ARE

HERE

SCHEDULE



COMMUNITY WORKSHOP 1



WHAT WORKS,
WHAT NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

“Love the shade! Needs more!”“Turf in terrible shape.”

“Like the rural character.”



AMENITIES TO ADD?

DRINKING FOUNTAIN

PREFAB RESTROOMS

DOG BATH

ADDITIONAL SHADE

AGILITY COURSE

LIGHTING



CHALLENGES

- Infrastructure not available
- Security issues
- Costly to maintain
- Very costly to construct

- CEQA / Zoning Issue
- Impacts on Neigbors
- Power Not Available
- Encourage Undesirable Use

-34 Existing Trees
-Evaluated by Arborist

LIGHTING

EXISTING TREES

RESTROOMS



ARBORIST REPORT	
Install exclosures to keep dogs   
from the area beneath trees

Walnut pick up in late fall 
before rain

Application of growth regula-
tor every year 

Find community member 
willing to pick them up in 
exchange for nuts

Apply high pressure water   		
at bloom time

Install new trees, allow them 
to grow for 15-20 yrs to main-
tain shade, character and aes-
thetics while new trees estab-
lish

Arborist Recommended Options:

Arborist: 
Horticultural Associates
John Meserve
Consulting Arborist Horticulturist
ISA Certified Arborist WE#0478R



City Actions 
on Walnut Trees:

1. Obtain Arborist Report

2. Winter Walnut Removal

3. Develop Safety Signage

4. Develop and Implement 
	 Maintenance Plan for 
	 Walnut Trees
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STATION TO REMAIN

DOG RUN AREA
(Turf/Granite Fines or 

Wood Chips)

DOG RUN AREA
(Turf/Granite Fines or 

Wood Chips)

DOG RUN AREA
(Turf/Granite Fines or 

Wood Chips)

DOG RUN AREA
(Turf/Granite Fines or 

Wood Chips)

PRIORITY IMPROVEMENTS:
1. ADA ACCESSIBLE
2. REPAIR EXISTING     

   SHADE STRUCTURE
3. PROVIDE ACCESSIBLE   

 PATH TO PORTABLE  
 RESTROOM

4. ADDRESS LAWN  
 CONDITION &  
 GOPHER DAMAGE

PRELIMINARY IMPROVEMENT PLAN
	 STAGE ONE
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BARE EARTH

SURFACING COST MAINTENANCE  POTENTIAL CONCERNS

WOOD CHIPS

GRANITE FINES
(DECOMPOSED GRANITE)

NATURAL TURF 

SYNTHETIC TURF 

$

$

$ $

$ $ $

$ $ $ $

Can get caught in paws
Can house pests
Tricky for collecting feces
Can have odor
Can grow fungi

Closed for seeding during portions of the year
Gopher abatement required
High water use
Tricky for collecting feces
Muddy in rainy season

Can be hot 
Requires wash down

Muddy in rainy season
Can be dusty in dry season

Can be dusty in dry season

SURFACE OPTIONS
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NEXT STEPS
•	 Gather and consider community input.
•	 Present Preliminary Plan to the City’s Recreation, 		
	 Cultural, and Community Services Commission.
•	 Opportunities for more Community Input:	

Project Engineer
gwoodfin@novato.org
415.899.8997

See you at Recreation 
Commission Meeting!

Open Novato
novato.org/opennovato

Commission & Council Meetings

Project Website
novato.org/dogparkimprovement


