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 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

PLANNING COMISSION 

PACHECO RANCH WINERY EVENTS 

235 ALAMEDA DEL PRADO 

APN: 160-010-33 

 

  

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Monday, April 18, 2016, at 

7:00 p.m. in Novato City Hall at 901 Sherman Avenue, Novato, California to consider granting a use permit 

allowing Pacheco Ranch Winery to hold 17 annual events with up to 250 people in attendance between 10:00 a.m. 

and 11:00 p.m. Events will consist of weddings, corporate retreats, and fundraisers. All events will be held outdoors 

and alcohol will be served in accordance with applicable licenses from the California Department of Alcoholic 

Beverage Control. Currently the venue has four parking areas improved with asphalt, gravel, and decomposed 

granite. There are a total of 84 parking spaces on site. No new structures are proposed with the project. 

 

The project is categorically exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 

the City of Novato Environmental Review Guidelines pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15301, Existing 

Facilities, and 15311, Accessory Structures. CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 exempts projects consisting of the 

operation of private facilities involving negligible or no expansion of a use beyond that existing at the time of the 

lead agency’s determination. CEQA Guidelines Section 15311 exempts projects that would place seasonal or 

temporary use items such as restrooms and mobile food units from time to time.  The hosting of a limited number of 

special events with temporary restrooms and food service items is considered to be a negligible expansion of the 

operations at Pacheco Ranch Winery. 

 

Comments received on or before the hearing date will be considered by the Planning Commission.  

 

To appeal a final action on an application, a letter outlining the basis of the appeal shall be submitted within ten 

calendar days following the action, accompanied by the required filing fee.    

If anyone wishes to challenge this project in court, they may be limited to raising only those issues they or anyone 

else raised at the public hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the Community 

Development Department at, or prior to, the hearing.  

 

For information regarding the above noted application, please contact Matt Gilster, Planner I, at (415) 493-4708, fax 

(415) 899-8217, or mgilster@novato.org It is recommended that an appointment be made with the project staff 

member prior to visiting the City offices.  The City of Novato Community Development Department is located at 

922 Machin Avenue, Novato, CA 94945. The Department is open Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Please note the City of Novato is closed every other Friday, including Friday, April 

8, 2016.  

 

 

Community Development Director                                                                   File Reference: P2015-072 
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