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A. ROLL CALL 
 

 Vice Chair Weber called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

 Commissioners present: Weber, Crow, Neese, Bartling, Styx 

 

Commissioners absent: Caye, Solorzano 

 

Also present:  Director Pam Shinault, Recording 

Secretary Lori Simpkins 

 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

MOTION/SECOND, COMMISSIONERS CROW/NEESE, TO 

APPROVE THE AGENDA. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

 

 

C.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

     

 Michael Haggerty, 21 View Ridge, with Age Friendly Novato, 

handed out an information sheet to the Commission. They are 

delighted with the age friendliness of the goals of the draft General 

Plan. He did have a few suggestions: item MO13, Transit facilities, 

to include a bus stop at the Margaret Todd Senior Center, also 

consider coordinating senior programs with school programs to 

engage intergenerational opportunities. 

 

 Jean Gunn, 2 Fox Hollow Place, with Age Friendly Novato, is 

working on getting an Age Friendly designation from the World 

Health Organization for Novato. They request to change the term 

“elderly” to “older adults” throughout the General Plan. It is 

compatible with what the County uses. They would like to include 

in the General Plan to allow City staff to attend the Marin County’s 

best practices training program that focuses on senior services. 



 

 

They would like to see the General Plan promote age friendly adult 

services offered for Novato seniors.  

 

 Veronica Valero, 50 McKeon Court, Novato Live Well Network, 

has worked with Novato schools in serving healthy foods to 

students and implementing school gardens. She gave a brief history 

of their attempt in starting a community garden. She requested the 

Commission put on the community garden item on a future agenda 

so they can discuss this issue for more than three minutes. She said 

that it is important that the Commission understands the history of 

the Community Garden Committee’s long struggle to get a site.  

 

 Ms. Shinault said clarified that this item will not be a “he said/she 

said”, but will identify the needs to get a community garden going. 

Staff is actively working with Live Well Network staff and Novato 

Unified School District to look at community gardens on school 

sites. The Lieb property is going forward and may be a good 

location for a community garden.  

 

 The majority of the Commission agreed to put the item on a future 

agenda, but did not want to hear the “he said/she said” of the history 

of the project.  
 
 

D. OLD BUSINESS  

  

 Draft General Plan 2035 Review and Workshop. Comments from 

the Commission: 

 

 General Plan:  

 

 Vice Chair Weber: This document is very user friendly. She liked 

the “older adults” terminology. Important to have pocket parks 

within walking distance. There should be an emphasis in adding 

pocket parks in high density areas, such as the northwest quadrant.  

There should also be community gardens in high density areas. If 

possible to include a deadline of getting a community garden 

established. She is in favor of having community gardens on school 

grounds, as well as other areas of the city.  

 

 Commissioner Crow: Pocket parks are necessary, especially in low 

income areas, for people who can’t travel. Liked the idea of 

coordinating with the School District with facilities. She is a bit 

concerned with the sentence that includes encourage the 

establishment of “commercial recreation facilities”, and suggested 

that it be reworded. She asked if the urban growth boundary which 

was voted in in 1987, can City Council decide to extend it or would 

this go to a vote. She loved all the maps in the General Plan. 

Important to have a list of the trails maps. 

 



 

 

 Commissioner Neese: The bus stop at Margaret Todd Senior Center 

is an obvious need. The lack of parking in the downtown area needs 

to be addressed as well as the lack of fixing sidewalk cracks. It is 

not ok to continue to bump fixing these from year to year. Cracked 

sidewalks make it difficult for seniors and people with strollers to 

walk. Is there anything about accessibility of trails. She liked the 

idea of including intergenerational programs with seniors and 

schools.  

 

 Commissioner Bartling: likes the focus on eating well, being 

healthy. He agrees pocket parks are very valuable and the City 

should try to get people more vested in them. The walkability of 

Novato is important, with improving sidewalks.  

 

 Commissioner Styx: would like to see parks included in the 

northwest quadrant of Redwood Blvd. Bike routes and trails help 

promote the outdoor living. The healthy eating initiative is 

awesome. Would like to see a central communication system for 

volunteer community projects that people can sign up for. This 

helps promote community.  

 

 Implementation Plan: 

 

 Commissioner Bartling liked the northwest Redwood Blvd. median 

idea for walkability, having a path and park.  

 

 Commissioner Crow that having a bike path going all the way to 

Atherton Avenue would be nice. 

 

 Vice Chair Weber regarding the priorities, was happy to see the 

community garden was listed as short term, 1-5 years. The new 

neighborhood parks was long term, but would like to see some as 

short term. Mr. Brown has worked very closely with Ms. Shinault 

and it shows what the Commission has previously discussed. 

 

E. NEW BUSINESS 

 

There were no New Business items. 

 

F. REPORTS/INFORMATION 

 

1. Upcoming City Council Items.  

 

 10/25 – Bahia Parks. Ms. Shinault stated the first phase of the 

Bahia Parks project has begun. There will be an official ground 

breaking ceremony on November 12th.  

 

 The Hill Recreation Area Phase 1 project may come to the 

Commission in November, but more possibly in January.  

 



 

 

 Lieb Property update – The City is in a conditional approval 

status. The next step is to hire a team to conduct an 

Environmental Review. The review deadline is December 21. 

    

 2. Media Articles - Comments from the Director/Commission.  

 

  10/13 - $1.65 million settlement reached in land battle - 

 Marinscope 

 

   

G. COMMISSION REPORTS/COMMENTS.  

  
1. Commission Comments/Reports.  
  
2. Upcoming Community Events.  
 

     
H. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING 

 
November 10, 2016. 

 
 
I. ADJOURNMENT 
          

Meeting was adjourned at 8:42pm. 

http://www.marinscope.com/mill_valley_herald/news/million-settlement-reached-in-land-battle/article_53ff67f8-9164-11e6-9eff-5f5d2697d21f.html
http://www.marinscope.com/mill_valley_herald/news/million-settlement-reached-in-land-battle/article_53ff67f8-9164-11e6-9eff-5f5d2697d21f.html

