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MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY 

 COMMISSION 

 
Thursday, March 30, 2017 

 3:00PM – 5:00PM 
922 Machin Avenue, Novato 94945 
Baget Conference Room, 2nd Floor 

 
Commissioners: 

Harry Thomas, Chairman; John Williams, David Winton, Peter Pelham, 
Coy Smith and Ex Oficio members: Timothy Howard and Sylvia Barry 

 
A.  Call to Order – Chairman Harry Thomas 

 
B.  Approval of Final Agenda 

 
C.  Approval of Meeting Minutes for February, 23, 2017 

 
D.  Public Comment  
(Anyone wishing to speak on non-agenda items will be recognized at this time. These items can legally 
have no action as they are not on the agenda.  There is a three minute time limit.) 

       
E.  General Business  
(Anyone wishing to speak on agenda items will be recognized after the Committee has concluded 
their initial discussions.  There is a three minute time limit for public comment per item.) 

 
E – 1 REPORT: Recap from the Marin Small Business Development Center March 22 

event in Novato. Regan M. Candelario, Chris Stewart, Carolyn Goodman, Gary Tobin 
 
E – 2 REPORT: Recap from the presentation to City Council on the Economic 

Development Commission’s mission and role with City Council and the City Manager. 
Harry Thomas and Peter Pelham 

 
E – 3 ACTION: Review and discuss potential updates and  changes for recommendation to 

the City Council’s charter for the Economic Advisory Commission and membership 
make-up of the Commission 

 
E – 4 REPORT: Retention and Recruitment Report by the Econ. Dev. Manager, Chris 

Stewart 
   

F.  Commission / Staff Comments 
  
G.  Public Comment: (Anyone wishing to speak on agenda items will be recognized after the 
Committee has concluded their initial discussions.  There is a three minute time limit for public 
comment per item.) 
 
H.   Adjournment 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
 

 I, Chris Stewart caused to have posted on March 27, 2017 the above meeting Notice and Agenda on the City of Novato Community 
Service Boards in City Hall and the Police Department and posted on the City website. 
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MINUTES 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MEETING 

Thursday, February 23, 2017 3:00PM to 5:00PM 

Womack Conference Rooms, 2nd Fl. 

922 Machin Avenue, Novato, CA 94945 

 

        

A. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Thomas called the Economic Development Commission meeting to order at 3:00 PM.  

 

In attendance were: 

 Commissioners Present   

Present: Harry Thomas (Chair), Coy Smith, John Williams, Peter Pelham, Sylvia Barry & Tim 

Howard 
 

Commissioners Absent 

David Winton 
 

 Staff Present  

 City Manager, Regan Candelario, Chris Stewart, ED Manager  

 

 Public 

 Councilmembers Pat Eklund and Pam Drew and Hutch Turner 

  

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 

Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Williams to approve the Final Agenda 

with one change deleting item one on the agenda. Approved 4-0  

 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR October 20, 2016, October 27, 2016, November 17, 2016 and 

January 26, 2017. 

Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Williams to approve above noted minutes. 

Approved 4-0 

 

D. PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment.  

E. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
E - 1 INFORMATIONAL: Community outreach program for educating residents and businesses on 

the potential benefits of approving land use policy changes in Bel Marin Keys.  Deleted from 
Agenda.  

 

E --- 2 INFORMATIONAL:  Mr. Don Cape, Tharaldson Hospitality and Investments gave an overview 
of their planned extended stay hotel on the Dairyman’s site. The hotel would include 108 rooms 
and some small retail that they would lease out to a third party for a restaurant or other support 
services for their hotel guests.  
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E --- 3 INFORMATIONAL: Discussion of proposed points to cover at the February 28, 2017 City Council 

presentation. 

 

F. COMMISSION / STAFF COMMENTS – No Comments 

   

G. PUBLIC COMMENT – No Comments 

  

H. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairman Thomas thanked everyone for their participation and input. 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Williams and Seconded by Commissioner 

 Smith to adjourn at 4:45 P.M. Approved 4-0 

 



Growing High Paying Jobs and Creating Economic Vitality in Novato

Government does not create jobs, but it can create an environment
where businesses are valued and enabled to expand, locate and/or
grow jobs, the tax base, and the economy of a community.

This is the Mission of the City’s Economic Development Advisory
Commission and staff. We partner with many nonprofits, educational
institutions, other city departments and governmental entities and the
private sector to create this conducive environment for economic
vitality and growth.

Economic Development Priorities for 
the City of Novato



2016 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
ACHIEVEMENTS AND JOB GROWTH

City of Novato HIGHLIGHTS

1. 248 NEW LIFE SCIENCE JOBS CREATED – INCREASING LOCAL SPENDING 
BY $124 MILLION

2. 1,300 NET NEW JOBS CREATED ACROSS ALL INDUSTIRES

3. MEDIAN HOME PRICES RETURNED TO PRE-RECESSION VALUES -
$754,000+

4. INDUSTRIAL VACANCIES ARE AT AN ALL TIME LOW OF 4.5%

5. 348 FIREMAN’S FUND JOBS STAY IN THE NORTH BAY - PETALUMA 

6. CITY TAX REVENUES ARE UP: TOT UP 4% / PROPERTY TAXES UP 3.8% 
AND SALES TAX UP, GROSSING $11.7 MILLION 



Strategic Initiative: Economic Vitality

City of Novato Goal:

Encourage a thriving business environment, become a hub of economic
activity and innovation with a focus on high-paying industries

Strategies 

I. Partner with the Marin Small Business Development Center

• Conduct three educational seminars for small businesses in Novato
March 22, 5pm – 7pm; April 12, 5pm – 7pm and May 3, 8 – 10 am

• Meet and help 35 Novato small businesses

II. Support retail recruitment efforts of ROIC and other retail centers

III. Expand the SHOP LOCAL NOVATO campaign – reduce retail leakage by 7%

IV. Support development projects including McPhail, Hanna Ranch,
Dairyman’s, Square Shopping Center, Old Pini Hardware, etc.



V. Initiate and manage a study on what other states are spending on
life science retention and recruitment programs; Recommend 3
to 5 new programs for the state of California to consider funding
to continue growing the life science industry in our state.

• These new programs should support the North Bay Life
Science Alliance, the seventh largest life science cluster in
California; and

• Establish new state funding ($3 to $5 billion annually) for
support of research in non-university based foundations like
the Buck Institute on Aging

Strategic Initiative: Economic Vitality
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