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Planning Commission Meeting 

Location:  Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue 

March 5, 2018 
 

 

Present:  Curtis Havel, Chair 
Justin Derby, Vice Chair 

Dan Dawson 
   David Gabriel 

   Jay Strauss 
   Peter Tiernan 

   Susan Wernick 

  
Staff Present:     Steve Marshall, Planning Manager 

    David Dammuller, Senior Civil Engineer 
     

 

CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL 

 

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA:   M/s: Tiernan/Wernick to approve final 

agenda.  Motion passed 7-0 (Ayes: Havel, Derby, Dawson, Tiernan, Gabriel, 

Strauss, and Wernick). 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:    None 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR:   
 
 

1.  APPROVAL OF PC MINUTES OF MAY 17, 2017 

(CH,DD,JD,JS,SW) 

 

M/s: Dawson/Derby to approve minutes of May 17, 2017.  Motion passed 5-0-

2 (Ayes: Havel, Derby, Dawson, Strauss, and Wernick; Nays: None; Abstain: 

Tiernan and Gabriel). 

 

2.  APPROVAL OF PC MINUTES OF MAY 22, 2017 

(CH,DD,JD,RJ,JS,PT,SW) 

 

M/s: Wernick/Derby to approve minutes of May 22, 2017.  Motion passed 6-

0-1 (Ayes: Havel, Derby, Dawson, Strauss, Tiernan, and Wernick; Nays: None; 

Abstain: Gabriel). 
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3.  APPROVAL OF PC MINUTES OF JANUARY 22, 2018 (CH,DD,JD,DG,PT) 

 

M/s: Tiernan/Gabriel to approve minutes of January 22, 2018. Motion passed 5-0-2 (Ayes: 

Havel, Derby, Dawson, Gabriel, and Tiernan; Nays: None; Abstain: Wernick and Strauss). 

 

CONTINUED ITEMS: None 

 

NEW ITEMS:    
 
4. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO MAKE GENERAL PLAN 

CONSISTENCY FINDINGS PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE 
SECTION 65402 FOR THE SALE OF A 2,025-SQUARE FOOT PARCEL 
BEING A PORTION OF APN 143-281-14 LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE 
OF BAHIA DRIVE APPROXIMATELY 600-FEET WEST OF CERRO CREST 
DRIVE, TO THE NORTH MARIN WATER DISTRICT 

 
Senior Engineer Dammuller presented the staff report. 
 
Commissioner Strauss if public notice was issued to neighboring property owners and the Bahia 
Homeowners Association. 
 
Planning Manager Marshall stated a notice was not mailed and explained there are no locally 
codified or state law procedures requiring mailing public notices to property owners for matters 
involving a general plan consistency report; a 72 hour agenda posting was observed, which has 
been the procedure for past requests involving a general plan consistency report. 
 
Commissioner Strauss commented that some type of identifier need to be placed at the site of 
the proposed parcel so residents could determine where it is located and notification should have 
been given.  
 
Commissioner Strauss asked if the design of the pump building would be reviewed subsequent 
to the sale of the proposed parcel? 
 
Planning Manager Marshall stated the property would be transferred to the Water District and 
that no design review of the proposed pump building would occur since the land would be held 
by the District and used for the purpose of water delivery.  The Commission could report to the 
City Council that it recommends making the sale of the property contingent upon completing 
design review for the pump facility. 
 
Commissioner Strauss asked if notice could be given before the City Council considers the land 
transfer. 
 
Planning Manager Marshall confirmed a notice could be mailed prior to the City Council 
hearing.  
 
Commissioner Wernick asked where other pump stations are located in Novato and what is the 
need for this particular pump facility. Commissioner Wernick also expressed concern about the 
lack of mailed public notice.  
 
Commissioner Tiernan expressed concern about the lack of mailed notice.  
 
Public Comment:  No members of the public were present. 
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The Commission debated amongst itself the issues of public notice and subsequent design 
review. 
 
Commissioner Strauss questioned Planning Manager Marshall if he could commit to sending a 
public notice before the City Council hearing. 
 
Planning Manager Marshall agreed that a notice would be issued prior to consideration by the 
City Council.  He further stated he would discuss the matter of noticing future general plan 
consistency reports with Community Development Director Brown to determine if there is a 
desire to create a noticing policy.  
 
M/s: Tiernan/Strauss to adopt the resolution reporting that selling a 2,025 square-foot piece of 
APN 143-281-14 to the North Marin Water District for the purposes of installing and operating 
a water booster pump is consistent with the Novato General Plan and recommending notice be 
issued to the Bahia Homeowners’ Association prior to consideration of the land transfer by the 
City Council. 
 
Chair Havel commented the resolution should include language acknowledging that creation of 
the proposed parcel is not subject to the tentative map procedures Subdivision Map Act.   
 
Commissioner Tiernan agreed to amend his motion to include a statement regarding the 
Subdivision Map Act. 
 
 M/s: Tiernan/Strauss to adopt the resolution reporting that selling a 2,025 square-foot piece of 
APN 143-281-14 to the North Marin Water District for the purposes of installing and operating 
a water booster pump is consistent with the Novato General Plan, recommending notice be 
issued to the Bahia Homeowners’ Association prior to consideration of the land transfer by the 
City Council, and noting the land division necessary to complete the transfer is excluded from 
the procedures of the Subdivision Map Act.   
 
Motion passed 7-0 (Ayes: Havel, Derby, Dawson, Tiernan, Gabriel, Strauss, and Wernick). 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  None 

 

UPCOMING AGENDAS AND QUORUMS: Planning Manager Marshall advised the Planning 

Commission of upcoming agendas for March 19, April 2, and April 16. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:   Meeting adjourned 7:35 PM 

 


