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Planning Commission Meeting 

Location:  Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue 

May 21, 2018 
 

 

Present:  Curtis Havel, Chair 

Dan Dawson 
   David Gabriel 

   Jay Strauss 
   Peter Tiernan 

   Susan Wernick 

    
Absent:  Justin Derby, Vice Chair 

  
  

Staff Present:    Steve Marshall, Planning Manager 
Veronica Nebb, Senior Assistant City Attorney 

Chris Blunk, Deputy Public Works Director 
 

   

CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL 

 

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA:    

 

Motion/Second: Tiernan/Strauss to approve final agenda. Motion passed 6-0-1 

(Ayes: Havel, Gabriel, Dawson, Tiernan, Strauss, and Wernick; Absent: 

Derby). 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:    None 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR:   

 
 

1.  APPROVAL OF PC MINUTES OF JUNE 12, 2017 

(JD,JS,PT,SW) 

 

Motion/Second: Tiernan/Strauss to approve minutes of June 12, 2017. Motion 

passed 3-0-3-1 (Ayes: Tiernan, Strauss, and Wernick; Abstain: Dawson, 

Gabriel, and Havel; Absent: Derby). 

 

2.  APPROVAL OF PC MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2017 

(DD,CH,JD,DG,PT,SW) 
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Motion/Second: Tiernan/Wernick to approve minutes of September 18, 2017. Motion 

passed 5-0-1-1 (Ayes: Dawson, Havel, Gabriel, Tiernan, and Wernick; Abstain: Strauss; 

Absent: Derby). 

 

3.  APPROVAL OF PC MINUTES OF MARCH 19, 2018 

(CH,JD,DD,DG,JS,PT,SW) 

 

Chair Havel questioned whether Marc Medoff used the term “variance” when describing 

concerns about the First and Grant project during public comment.  

 

Planning Manager Marshall stated he would review the meeting tape and correct the minute 

record if necessary. The draft minutes will return to the DRC.  

 

CONTINUED ITEMS: None 

 

NEW ITEMS:    None 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS:   
 
GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY FOR FY 18-19 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM  

 

Consistent with California Government Code Section 65401, consider providing a report 

to the City Council regarding whether Novato's Capital Improvement Program for Fiscal 

Year 2018/19 is consistent with the Novato General Plan.  

 

No CEQA is required. The Planning Commission's report to the City Council does not 

constitute a project recommendation. Therefore, the Planning Commission is not required 

to provide a recommendation regarding an environmental determination for the proposed 

CIP projects. 

 

Deputy Public Works Director Blunk presented the Capital Improvement Program for fiscal 

year 2018/2019.  

 

Commissioner Strauss raised a question of process noting a more substantive review of the 

General Plan policies and programs is needed by the Commission – it seems as though staff 

selects the policies that fit.  

 

Commissioner Wernick asked whether the Commission could have a voice in what projects are 

added to the CIP.  She asked her fellow commissioners if there is interest in a larger role in 

recommending projects – should we place the matter on an agenda. 

 

Chair Havel confirmed the Commission might place the matter on a future agenda. 

 

Senior Assistant City Attorney Nebb described the elements of state law that require the CIP to 

be presented for a consistency review, noting the specific types of projects subject to 

consideration.  She clarified the Commission has no role in recommending projects for the CIP.  

She said the Commission needs to ask the City Council to perform such a role.   
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Commissioner Strauss reiterated that when the Commission is presented the CIP it needs a more 

substantive review. 

 

Commissioners Wernick and Tiernan indicated they wanted the Commission to have a greater 

role in the CIP process. 

 

Senior Assistant City Attorney Nebb discouraged further discussion of whether the Commission 

should have a larger role in the CIP since it was not a topic on the evening’s agenda.  

 

Commissioner Tiernan asked if the public can look at the last five years of projects that have 

not been completed.  

 

Deputy Director Blunk noted there are project numbers assigned to each project that include a 

date component.  The public can look at the project number and determine whether a project is 

a carryover from a prior CIP or is newly added. The entire CIP can be review in the annual 

budget posted on the Finance Division’s webpage. 

 

Commissioner Tiernan inquired about the Novato Boulevard widening project. 

 

Deputy Director Blunk noted a presentation is scheduled before the City Council on June 12. 

 

Senior Assistant City Attorney Nebb asked Deputy Director Blunk if the CIP was published as 

a separate document from the budget. 

 

Deputy Director Blunk said in years past the CIP was separately published.  He would prefer 

to move from a year-to-year CIP to a full five year CIP. 

 

Commissioner Gabriel asked if the Commission should get involved in the CIP. 

 

Commissioner Dawson felt it was fine to have a future discussion on the matter.  

 

Motion/Second: Strauss/Dawson to adopt a resolution reporting to the City Council that the CIP 

for fiscal year 2018/19 is consistent with the Novato General Plan as presented by staff. Motion 

passed 6-0-1 (Ayes: Havel, Gabriel, Dawson, Tiernan, Strauss, and Wernick; Absent: Derby). 

 

Chair Havel asked the Commission if it would like to request an agenda item to discuss 

participation in the CIP process.    

 

Commissioner Strauss added the discussion should include a request for a more substantive 

review of projects subject to a consistency report.  Look at all aspects of a project – cost, impact 

to public.  We need purview to comment and make recommendations.  

 

Commissioner Dawson suggested having a workshop on the CIP program covering its origins 

and how developed. The Commission needs a better understanding of the fundamentals.  

Discussing courses of action is premature – better to be more deliberative on the matter.  
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Commissioner Strauss doesn’t see why a workshop and discussion of role can’t be done all at 

once. 

 

Commissioner Dawson reiterated a workshop is needed. 

 

Commissioner Tiernan suggested having the conversation in September. 

 

Senior Assistant City Attorney asked if the Commission wanted two items on the agenda: 

workshop on how the CIP is prepared and expansion of the Commission’s role with a 

recommendations to the City Council.  The matter could be separate items on an agenda or 

separate meetings. 

 

Deputy Director Blunk indicated he was fine coming back for a workshop. 

 

Commissioner Strauss supported two meetings. 

 

Commissioner Wernick supported two meetings. 

 

Motion/Second: Dawson/Strauss to conduct a workshop on the basics of developing a CIP. 

Motion passed 6-0-1 (Ayes: Havel, Gabriel, Dawson, Tiernan, Strauss, and Wernick; Absent: 

Derby). 

 

Motion/Second: Strauss/Wernick to discuss the Commission’s role in the CIP and make a 

recommendation to the City Council regarding the Commission’s role. Motion passed 6-0-1 

(Ayes: Havel, Gabriel, Dawson, Tiernan, Strauss, and Wernick; Absent: Derby). 
 

UPCOMING AGENDAS AND QUORUMS:  

 

Planning Manager Marshall reviewed the Commission’s tentative agenda. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT:   Meeting adjourned 8:00 PM.  

 


