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SPECIAL 
Planning Commission Meeting 

Location:  Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue 

May 6, 2019  
MINUTES 

 
Present:  Justin Derby, Chair 

David Gabriel, Vice Chair 
   Dan Dawson 

Reva Rao 
   Peter Tiernan 

Thomas Weldon 
       
Absent:  Susan Wernick 
 
Staff Present: Vicki Parker, Community Development Director 
   Michael Antwine, Assistant City Manager 
   Steve Marshall, Planning Manager 
   Brett Walker, Senior Planner 
   Veronica Nebb, Senior Assistant City Attorney 

 
CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA:  No changes to the proposed agenda. 
Motion/Second: PT/DD to approve final agenda. Motion passed 6-0-0-1 (Ayes:           
Tiernan, Gabriel, Rao, Weldon, Dawson, and Derby; Absent: Wernick) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 
1. APPROVAL OF PC MINUTES OF APRIL 8, 2019 (DD, JD, DG, RR, 

PT, TW) 
Motion/Second: Tiernan/Gabriel to approve minutes of April 8, 2019. 
Motion passed 6-0-0-1 (Ayes: Tiernan, Gabriel, Rao, Weldon, Dawson and 
Derby; Nays: None; Abstain: None; Absent: Wernick). 

 
CONTINUED ITEMS:  None 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
922 Machin Avenue 
Novato, CA 94945 
415/899-8900 
FAX 415/899-8213 
www.novato.org 
 
Mayor 
   Eric Lucan 
Mayor Pro Tem 
   Denise Athas 
Councilmembers 
   Pam Drew 
   Pat Eklund 
   Josh Fryday 
 
City Manager 
   Regan M. Candelario 
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NEW ITEMS:  
 
2. DOWNTOWN CENTER REZONE (BW) 

CEQA EXEMPT – SECTION 15183 
P2018-076; ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 
APN 141-201-54, 1727 GRANT AVENUE  

  
 Conduct a public hearing and consider adopting resolutions recommending the City Council 

adopt a CEQA exemption and approve a zoning map amendment to change the zoning district 
classification applied to 1727 Grant Avenue from Downtown Core Retail (CDR) to 
Downtown Core Business (CDB). 
 
Senior Planner Walker presented the staff report. 
 
Commissioner Tiernan asked why just the one location is to be rezoned rather than the whole 
shopping center. 
 
Senior Planner Walker replied the balance of the shopping center is zoned Neighborhood 
Commercial.  Just the one corner of the shopping center where Tagliaferri’s Deli is located 
has the Downtown Core Retail designation.   

 
Commissioner Derby asked if there was an application postponed with this project. 
 
Senior Planner Walker answered that the applicant has been contemplating a lot line 
adjustment to move some property lines in the shopping center, as well as a general plan 
amendment and amendment to the Downtown Specific Plan which will need to come back at 
a later date. 
 
Public comment period opened. 
 
Michael Lynch asked what do you want to change the building to. 
 
Senior Planner Walker responded that Downton Core Retail has limitations on uses and 
rezoning it to Downtown Core Business would allow uses such as a bank or financial 
institution, professional offices, or studio uses. Just the corner building where Tagliaferri’s 
Deli is located would be rezoned, the balance of the shopping center would not be changed 
with this action tonight. 
 
Public comment period closed. 
 
Commissioner Gabriel asked about the square footage of the building.  Are we enabling the 
owner to have more suitors come to that space? 
 
Senior Planner Walker stated the entire building is approximately 3,400 square feet. 
 
Commissioner Derby stated the building is small and it makes a lot of sense to put a zoning 
designation in place that is flexible. 
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Motion/Second: Dawson/Tiernan to adopt the resolution recommending the City Council 
adopt an exemption from CEQA. Motion passed: 6-0-0-1 (Ayes: Tiernan, Gabriel, Rao, 
Weldon, Dawson and Derby; Nays: None; Abstain: None; Absent: Wernick) 
 
Motion/Second: Dawson/Tiernan to adopt the resolution recommending the City Council 
approve amending the Novato Zoning Map to change the zoning district applied to 1727 Grant 
Avenue from Downtown Core Retail (CDR) to Downtown Core Business (CDB). Motion 
passed: 6-0-0-1 (Ayes: Tiernan, Gabriel, Rao, Weldon, Dawson and Derby; Nays: None; 
Abstain: None; Absent: Wernick). 
 

3. COMMERCIAL CANNABIS WORKSHOP (VP) 
 

 Host a public workshop to review components of a draft land use ordinance, taxing rates and 
tax administration for commercial cannabis businesses from the Community Development 
and Administrative Services Departments. 
 
Community Development Director (CDD) Vicki Parker and Assistant City Manager (CM) 
presented the staff report. 
 
Commissioner Tiernan inquired if we used examples from other communities to get where we 
are at today, in particular the taxation. 
 
Assistant CM Antwine replied that Cotati and other cities were used as examples to compile 
this information. 
 
CDD Parker noted the draft ordinance and its permitting piece represent best management 
practices culled from several locations including Santa Rosa, Cloverdale, Cotati, Sonoma, and 
Martinez. 
 
Commissioner Tiernan asked if testing is one of the four different license types. 
 
CDD Parker stated that a licensee that holds a testing license, is a traditional lab set-up in an 
industrial area. They cannot hold another license and are included in one of the four proposed 
allowable types.   
 
Commissioner Tiernan stated that he went on the City tour of cannabis facilities several 
months ago and he noted there was one situation that there was a lab within 50 yards to where 
cultivation was going on. He noted there could be testing for pesticides and potency and it 
would seem that testing and cultivation should be relatively close together to avoid moving 
the product around as much. 
 
CDD Parker agreed that could be good. 
 
Commissioner Tiernan inquired about the timeline on page 6, that it may be brought to PC 
and CC in February/March 2018, is that a mistake? 
 
CDD Parker stated that should have read 2020.   
 
Commissioner Tiernan then asked if in 2020, would we give them 3 months for a review 
process and is the permit separate from the land use?  In particular, if it is a large facility, it 
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seems like you would be asking a lot to hold that piece of property through what could be a 
long process. 
 
CDD Parker noted that is one area staff is still trying to refine; i.e., should the applicant come 
in without a location so that they can first qualify as an operator, then, if approved, go the next 
step through a subsequent zoning or land use clearance. The downside would be that 
applicants would need to go through two public hearings.  Another option, if the landlord is 
willing to hold the property for that time, there would be one public hearing where all 
information is known at once.   
 
Commissioner Tiernan noted he could see pre-approving half a dozen potential applicants and 
then when they obtain a location, the permit would be issued at that point.  It seems unfair to 
ask someone to come forward with a location not knowing how long the process will take. 
 
CDD Parker stated that it may not be completely unreasonable to come with a location in mind 
as the existing tenant could continue to operate while the cannabis application is in the process.  
She agreed there is more thought needed on this part of the process.  She also noted that Tim 
Cromartie with HDL, who has been the cannabis tax consultant for the City, is in the audience 
and he may have some good insights on this topic as well as others. 
 
Commissioner Tiernan indicated that there had been some operating discussion that if a 
cannabis location opened up for one year and then a daycare center moved in next door that 
the cannabis business would be ineligible to continue operating.. 
 
CDD Parker noted the way State law is written, if a day care/school is in existence within the 
adopted exclusion area, at the time a cannabis business is proposed, the business cannot be 
approved.  However, if a youth-oriented facility comes in after the cannabis business, then the 
cannabis business can continue – the idea being that the operator of the youth facility was, or 
could have been, aware of the existing cannabis business when they chose to open at the 
location. 
 
Commissioner Gabriel declared that he also took the City tour. He asked how HDL came up 
with the numbers of types of licenses; did it come from research with different communities?   
 
Assistant CM Antwine confirmed that HDL provided that information by looking at the 
market to see what Novato could support.  He added that HDL didn’t believe there was a need 
to limit testing facilities since they are self-regulating and there is not heavy demand for them.  
HDL also looked at what the Novato market share is in the north Marin County area and that 
was where the number of 2 to 4 licenses was derived.   
 
Commissioner Gabriel noted that we cannot charge too much taxes because it will drive away 
business, and we cannot charge too little, because the City needs the revenue - it is a balancing 
act.   
 
Assistant CM Antwine agreed. Working with the data and tax consultant, City staff thought a 
total tax rate of 30%, including all State and local taxes, should be the maximum. 
 
Commissioner Derby asked what the rest of Marin is doing, are we the first? 
 
CDD Parker answered that she will bring this data back with the draft ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Derby inquired if a delivery service can be used in the City now for a service 
outside of Novato and if it is delivered to Novato, who gets the taxes? 
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Assistant CM Antwine said that the City currently has a moratorium but if we move forward 
on a tax, the proposed tax rate is 4%.  All of the monies would go to the location of the sales 
transaction. 
 
Commissioner Derby had a question regarding the maps and what could be done in the Bel 
Marin Keys industrial area.  
 
Planning Manager Marshall noted the ongoing General Plan update, including a component 
allowing expansion of biotech uses. The Industrial Park area is identified as a potential 
location for cannabis manufacturing – modifying the Industrial Park Master Plan or adopting 
some form of overlay addressing this area would be necessary to accommodate cannabis 
businesses. 
 
CDD Parker noted that in the Land Use Table, Attachment 2 to the package, it would allow 
those uses in any Planned District where a similar class of uses were already allowed as a 
principal permitted use.  If a Planned District Overlay included manufacturing as a principally 
permitted use, cannabis manufacturing would be allowed as well. 
 
Commissioner Derby said we may look at where we want the retail uses to be located.  Could 
be a concern with them in a mall though perhaps less concern in an industrial park where there 
may be a gymnasium, etc., with a lot of people visiting. 
 
CDD Parker said there are different ways of looking at that issue. From an impact perspective, 
if you have a business that is open 8 hours a day and has customers coming and going, it could 
be harder to manage impacts than it would be to manage that customer load and parking impact 
in a Retail zone that is set-up for that type of activity. Introducing retail activities into industrial 
area could also introduce increased foot and car traffic.   
 
Commissioner Rao asked how staff came up with the maps.   
 
CDD Parker responded that staff took all of the zoning and Planned District designations that 
allow retail sales, mapped them and designated them with the same color, the retail map for 
example. Similarly, cultivation and manufacturing zones were taken from our zoning maps 
and depicted on the other two maps. 
 
Commissioner Rao also inquired as to how staff derived the number of proposed retail and 
manufacturing locations. 
 
CDD Parker answered that the numbers came from Mr. Antwine’s work with the tax 
consultant (HDL) who developed an estimate of what the market would bear. 
 
Commissioner Rao asked what the definition of “market” is. 
 
Tim Cromartie of HDL interjected that for the retail portion, there is a generally accepted 
formula of 1 retail outlet per 22,000-25,000 residents, given that you also may have retail that 
want to do deliveries and they want to do deliveries within the community and outside.  HDL 
looked at regional competition within a 30 mile radius since most people do not want to drive 
more than 30 miles to purchase cannabis.  They also looked at which cities within that radius 
were likely to bring in retail establishments within the next 2 years. He stated that you don’t 
want to have too many retail establishments as will compete for that limited demand. 
 
Commissioner Rao asked about environmental impacts - how do we anticipate that regular 
policing will happen and make sure that environmental impacts will also be taken into 
consideration. 
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Tim Cromartie responded that the draft regulatory ordinance does have a provision allowing 
the City Council to periodically review and adjust the number of businesses. 
 
Commissioner Rao asked about the disposal, environmental impacts and the policing of it.  
How do we anticipate that regular policing will happen and make sure that the environmental 
impacts that follow will also be taken into consideration? 
 
CDD Parker replied the draft ordinance has three pages of security measures that have been 
reviewed by the police department and include their recommended changes.  The draft 
ordinance is heavily focused on security within and outside facilities using all of the point of 
sale and tracking technology that’s required by the State as well as cameras, security on site, 
number of restrictions of who can be on the site, prohibition alcohol, and no use of cannabis 
on site.  The manufacturing and cultivation businesses are a little easier to secure as they are 
usually already securely fenced. Retail business activities in retail corridors are more obvious, 
under view of both the police department and citizenry. 
 
From an environmental standpoint, the businesses would go through the City’s normal reviews 
by building, fire, water department, sanitation.  Sanitation is focused on waste discharge and 
what is in those discharges. 
 
Tim Cromartie added that there is also an option for the City to adopt a regimen of inspections 
and compliance audits. There is also a requirement for indoor and outdoor camera coverage 
and storage of camera footage which is available for the City Manager and Police Department 
to look at.    
 
Commissioner Dawson inquired about the methodology to identify the sites, in particular to 
facilitate or enable it in Neighborhood Commercial districts.  Some of them can be extremely 
small parcels and in the middle of exclusive residential neighborhood.  And looking at the 
buffer applied, it terms of potential conflicts seems it would be problematic with schools, etc. 
 
CDD Parker responded that the City has so many Planned District designations that it makes 
it difficult to apply something uniformly, i.e., Neighborhood Commercial.  Staff found that 
reliable buffering from schools/youth facilities by zoning doesn’t work for us. So the 
mandatory buffer is very important.  When the draft ordinance is brought back, as well as 
when/if future applications are reviewed, the buffer will be extremely important. 
 
Commissioner Weldon asked if there was any concern that this may jeopardize Federal grant 
money or general liability on the City for accepting revenues generated by cannabis 
consumption. 
 
Assistant CM Antwine answered that we do not anticipate any negative impacts on federal 
grants or loss of grants and we just recently completed our audit.  Currently there are banks 
and financial institutions that are working with the cannabis industry for receipt of their 
monies to help them with their banking processes and there is no Federal liability on our end 
for receiving those monies.   
 
Public comment period was opened. 
 
Darrin Paru. I have been through this process before and think staff is doing an excellent job.  
I like the competitive process not tied to a location.  It might be good to have a two-step 
process and make the key for the process include the second hearing for the location. I also 
feel that it would be good to look at Novato residents first, help with environmental impacts.  
The City is doing a great job and hope you go through with it. 
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Berta Campos, manager at North Marin Community Services.  I am disappointed at the trend 
we will be setting in Novato.  We have been well known for having great policies to protect 
youth regarding alcohol use. We just received some data regarding the numbers of local 
Novato youth usage of marijuana and alcohol. We have seen a big increase in the use of 
marijuana.  A survey is done by the State every 2 years for health care providers to base their 
protection efforts. We have seen in those places that allow the use of marijuana to those over 
21 that youth use has gone up.  I am concerned because we used to be on the opposite end.  I 
realize this is an economic issue. I encourage you to think about that and the future of our 
youth. 
 
Jasmine Gerity, Marin Prevention Network. Works on substance use and misuse and on 
tobacco and vaping education with the schools in Novato and works closely with the Marin 
County Office of Education.  There is a huge increase in the Novato youth using these 
products.  I was curious about the survey you posted online and you received about 620 
responses to that survey and since there are 55,000 residents in Novato and seems like a low 
response rate. It could be statistically invalid.  With buffer zones, would that include baseball 
fields and parks because there are a lot of young people frequenting those locations so would 
be good add those.  I am also concerned about a buffer zone about bars/alcohol outlets as the 
combination of these is very dangerous. Would the ban on flavored tobacco also carry over to 
cannabis?  What is the amount of taxation going toward prevention efforts for young people 
as will be an increase in use.  Does the police department have the capacity to monitor and 
regulate this?  We don’t know of any health implications on higher THC potencies. Are we 
looking at regulating putting any caps on THC potencies?  I also would like to see what the 
policies can be put in place for indoor cultivation in multi-unit dwellings for those living in 
them.  Cannabis retail licensing – What fees would be put in place for selling to a minor, 
checking I.D.’s, etc.  Will you be doing a traffic study since all of those people will be coming 
to Novato to get their product, do we have the capacity? 
 
Eli Milrod/Peter Dickstein - Co-founders of a dispensary in Sebastopol called Solful.  The 
merit vs. location issue, from an operator perspective, it is challenging. We will compete all 
day long on merit.  To have to get a location and then pay rent for 12 months without selling 
anything is tough. For the landlords, it is tough on them – if we don’t get a permit, we unwind 
the lease.  It’s a two-way street and I think you have a balance proposed.  For retailers, the 
federal tax law 280E is a provision that says retailers cannot deduct any normal businesses 
expenses except for cost of goods for tax purposes, i.e., rent, labor taxes paid to local 
municipalities so every tax you charge hits a retailer right on.  It is important for you to 
consider the tax regime for your municipality, we want all stakeholders to benefit. 
 
Sebastian Meyer. I’m 17 and a recovering marijuana addict. I would like to bring to your 
attention that kids that are getting into cannabis at a young age are getting into it in a wax 
form, with a vape that is flavored as well.  They think it is legitimate since it is used medically 
for people and it has been legalized.  The kids are not aware what it does to your brain.  Mill 
Valley, Fairfax, and San Rafael have made the correct decision in not allowing retail 
storefronts. If we care about our youth in Marin County, we should not allow retail storefronts 
although I am a proponent for medical marijuana. 
 
Greg Shep.  I run Vallejo Holistic Health Center.  They just lowered the tax to 10% tax, but 
the important thing is the storefronts. We paid a million dollars in taxes last year and there are 
11 of us.  Novato’s number of 4 is good and we would like to come to Novato.  The monies 
go to the general fund and really should go to our teachers, police, firemen, and potholes. 
 
Peter Maher.  There are two components of marijuana use, the THC which is the psychoactive 
component of it. There is also the legal use of THC-based products, not just smoking.  There 
is also the CBD oil you can get from marijuana and hemp.  The CBD oil does not have any 
psychoactive components - what goes into a lot of the medicinal, pain relief rubs and I was 
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wondering about the taxation of it. Will it be across the board for all marijuana-derived 
projects or if no psychoactive component to the product, will it be taxed differently? 
 
Conor Johnson. I work as a compliance consultant for cannabis companies looking to open 
their operations around the State.  I commend staff for a proposal that looks very solid and 
you are doing better than our sister cities of Marin County. I do feel compelled as a 
representative of the industry to address the ongoing canard of the harm to our youth; it’s not 
true.  The Journal of Drug & Alcohol Abuse, shows statistically that where marijuana is 
legalized, teen use goes down.  Where marijuana is legalized, opioid abuse goes down.  Legal 
regulated safe cannabis is the way to ensure safety and ensures this economic opportunity 
inures to the benefit of the community.  It is the competition between an illicit market and a 
legal, regulated safe market. No one under 21 can even get through the door of a cannabis 
business. As a Marin local, I am interested myself in applying for a business in Novato.  The 
most difficult thing for an applicant is lack of transparency.  The most difficult process is when 
you pay rent for months and then you are told no. Important to make a process that is 
transparent and deliberative and involves the community.  I think a process where local 
ownership would be considered a bonus is very beneficial.  You want this economic activity 
to stay in the community.   
 
John Willenborg. I am in favor of this, I am a resident, a father, and business owner. I also 
believe it is good to keep the economic value in Novato and prioritize Novato ownership.  
People that live in this community, have friends in the community and are going to be the 
most respectful of the process.  And if you keep it to where your home is, you will eliminate 
some pitfalls.  Anytime you are able to put a clear line of sight on something, take it out of the 
shadows and make it regulated, it hurts the black-market.  Anyone on the streets selling weed 
to someone under 21, the last thing they want is for a legal market to cut into their profits, and 
their success is predatory to youth in Novato.   
 
Kelsey Fernandez, Marin Prevention Network.  Nobody is arguing that marijuana should be 
legal, we want it to be regulated, shine a light on it, be researched and decriminalized.  It is 
another issue to have a Marin storefront selling high THC cannabis backed by Corona and 
Philip Morris.  These products have not been studied, only up to 15% THC and now these 
products are up to 98% THC.  We have an epidemic right now with kid’s vaping.  I just want 
to let you know that in the work I do for the County, nobody else is close to having a storefront. 
Marin County allows 4 delivery businesses, Belvedere – no cannabis businesses, Corte 
Madera is currently on a moratorium, Mill Valley put a prohibition on all commercial cannabis 
businesses or cultivation, Ross Valley – no commercial cannabis businesses, San Rafael 
recently allowed licenses to 17 medical cannabis businesses for delivery and recently modified 
it to adult use cannabis delivered to them, Sausalito has a moratorium, and Tiburon adopted a 
policy for no storefront.  Novato would be an outlier.  Don Carney had an opinion in the Marin 
IJ last week and there are highly reputable studies that talk about the harm to youth, I will 
provide you the studies on this.   
 
Tess Kofoid - I am with Solful and we have a dispensary in Sonoma County.  We have had 
the pleasure of working with Novato through this process and really impressed with work that 
you have done.  I am a mother, have a 10-year old daughter and come out of the wine industry. 
We can all agree that we don’t want our children exposed to anything.  I don’t want my kid 
drinking or stealing pills out of someone’s cabinet. In a perfect world they do nothing but at 
some point a 15-year old may experiment.  What it comes down to is finding operators who 
take it seriously.  We have chosen to put our team through rigorous ID training, just as you 
would with someone in the alcohol industry, we are very strict with our security for onsite 
usage, and we don’t have signage so a child walking by would not know what is inside.  The 
other argument is all the people it does help, 50% of the people who shop with us are over the 
age of 55.  I would be more concerned of someone having 4 IPA’s at a restaurant and then 
driving home then a senior citizen who bought a CBD ointment for arthritis that they take with 
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them to rub on when they get home. The biggest thing it comes down to is having a 
conversation with your children; talk to your kids about what they should and shouldn’t do 
and hopefully as parents, you can self-regulate your children by opening up that dialog.  And 
as a community, you can help keep the kids safe with a cannabis business that has the same 
care, no one wants their kids to be exposed to cannabis. 
 
Public comment period closed. 
 
Commissioner Weldon thanked everyone that took the time to come out tonight and speak.  
My thoughts are similar with others that spoke here.  The product is already here and being 
consumed via black-markets.  Shining a light on it and providing a well-regulated conduit to 
distribute it to legal adults is the best approach.  Though I am concerned for the impact on the 
community and the youth and should be guarded and watched closely. 
 
Commissioner Dawson agrees with Commissioner Weldon.  We could have a very similar 
conversation with liquor establishments and issues that arise with liquor consumption in this 
Country, including by youth.  Having cannabis more regulated would be more beneficial than 
the black-market. 
 
Commissioner Rao echoes what we have heard from the community.  I would ask that we 
look at the number of licenses.  Hopefully the comments from the community will be taken in 
consideration.  This is a topic that does evoke a lot of emotional reaction which is why the 
taxes and revenue from it need to be more objective and financially savvy about them.  As a 
resident of Novato, anytime we’ve increased taxes, we are asked why businesses aren’t 
picking up that slack.  This is one such avenue that the City is looking at and I commend you 
for working hard to bring the right results to us.  I look forward to the Council’s assessment 
and outcome as well. 
 
Commissioner Derby inquired about the process to take to City Council and after will you 
come back to us with an ordinance? 
 
CDD Parker stated that on May 14th, Mr. Antwine will take forward the taxing piece and we 
will be behind that with the numbers and process.  The tax piece could move forward and if 
approved by the voters, it would sit in our Municipal Code and if we never allowed any 
commercial cannabis business to go forward, it wouldn’t hurt anything.  The taxing piece can 
be separated from the permitting piece but if they want to get that on the ballot in time for the 
voters in November, they need to move forward regardless with what we do with the 
permitting and license piece. 
 
Commissioner Derby hopes the permitting process is transparent - something we do a good 
job of in Novato.  I like the idea of a bonus for local ownership and that the criteria or point 
system we set up could advocate for local ownership.  And points certainly for those owners 
that have a history of owning other shops and have safety and ID training, etc.  Will CBD oil 
be separated from other products?  If we do have a storefront in Marin, would we look at 
higher taxes for retail rather than manufacturing?  I would like to look further at locations and 
think that we may look at more industrial zones, with more parking.   
 
Commissioner Gabriel stated that you’ve done a good job with the tours and information.  
Marijuana usage is de facto and so it is balancing our community.  The CBD is a medical form 
of marijuana, they have a lot of CBD at the pharma’s.  We could be at the forefront of having 
a very rational approach to this and we are well on our way to this and I look forward to what 
you come up with. 
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Commissioner Tiernan wanted to follow-up on the process and asked if the taxing portion will 
go to City Council and then will show up on the November ballot?  And will it require a 2/3 
threshold and suppose it comes in at 62%, then this exercise is for nothing? 
 
CDD Parker stated that if the voters said no to the tax, we could still possibly approve an 
ordinance to allow cannabis businesses anyway. 
 
Assistant CM Antwine added there are a few strategies staff could present to City Council.  If 
the Council turned down the special tax, cannabis businesses would still pay State tax and 
other taxes so we would still get a portion of retail taxes.  And there are other ways to create 
a fee structure without going on the ballot. 
 
Commissioner Tiernan inquired that if this goes forward, could money be set aside for youth 
prevention education? 
 
Assistant CM Antwine answered that that is at Council’s discretion and will be part of the 
ballot language.  We could also require cannabis businesses to participate in community 
benefit agreements where they donate certain amounts to social programs, organizations & 
groups in the community, youth programs and that would be established by the Council as 
well.   
 
Commissioner Tiernan encouraged Council Members to keep that in mind, possibly 10% as 
deemed appropriate, be directed away from the general fund explicitly for the purpose of 
underage prevention.  There was also a comment about flavored cannabis.  Can we ban that – 
you can sell cannabis, but cannot sell grape flavored cannabis? 
 
CDD Parker noted that she would look into it, believes we could, just like tobacco products 
but will look into that. 
 
Commissioner Tiernan also liked the idea of an advantage for local businesses to get 
established.  I thought this was a really good hearing and I appreciate the people that did come 
forward and express themselves - it was a successful workshop. 
 
Commissioner Dawson had a taxation question.  If this is approved by the voters, say two 
years down the road, and there is a realization that the structure is too high or too low.  Would 
we be able to go back to amend that tax structure? 
 
Assistant CM Antwine answered that he is working on the tax structure and it is currently 
being drafted, as an amount not to exceed.  We hope to develop an ordinance with a maximum 
amount not to exceed so that the cannabis industry knows when they proceed down this road 
what that maximum amount is as established by the Council. 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  None 
 
UPCOMING AGENDAS AND QUORUMS:  Planning Manager Marshall discussed future 
meeting schedules. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned in memory of Rick Wernick. The Meeting 
adjourned at 9:04 pm. 


