
 

 

                        REGULAR MEETING 
 

MINUTES 
                  BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
 

Wednesday, November 13, 2019 - 7:00PM 
922 Machin Ave 

Baget Conference Room-2nd Floor 
 

 
A. Call to Order- Meeting was called to order at 7:06 pm 
Committee: Jack Gedney, Burt Greenspan, Nestor Schnasse, Mark Birnbaum, Mark Vanderscoff 
Absent: Joakim Osthus 
Staff: Petr Skala 

              
B. Approval of Final Agenda  
M/S Greenspan/Gedney All in Favor 5-1-0 Jack Gedney, Burt Greenspan, Nestor Schnasse, Mark 
Birnbaum, Mark Vanderscoff  (Joakim Osthus Absent) 
 
C. Public Comment  
      (Anyone wishing to speak on non-agenda items will be recognized at this time.  These items can 
      legally have no action as they are not on the agenda.  There is a three minute time limit). 
 
D. Committee Organizational Items 
 D-1-Approval of September 11, 2019 Meeting Minutes. 
M/S Greenspan/Birnbaum All in Favor 5-1-0 Jack Gedney, Burt Greenspan, Nestor Schnasse, Mark 
Birnbaum, Mark Vanderscoff (Joakim Osthus Absent) 
 
E. Committee Reports-None 

 
F. Staff Reports 

 
 F-1 – Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Projects Update 

Petr provided updates on all of the current CIP projects, including Nave Dr. Paving Project, Bicycle 
Pedestrian Facility Improvements, Hill Central Hub, Grant Ave Bridge, and Novato Blvd. 

F-2 – Project Information is Available at:  
          http://novato.org/government/public-works/public-works-projects 

 
G. General Business 
      (Anyone wishing to speak on agenda items will be recognized after the Committee has concluded  
      their initial discussions.  There is a three minute time limit for public comment per item.) 
  

Approximate 
Time 

Item/Attachments  Purpose and Actions  

20 
minutes 

 
G-1: Marin maps, GIS - information available, public 

access  – presentation by Heidi Frey – GIS analyst  
Initiated by B/PAC Liaison – Petr Skala 
 

Committee discussion. 
No Action. 

http://novato.org/government/public-works/public-works-projects


 

 

 
GIS analyst Heidi Frey was unable to attend the meeting. Petr provided information about 
information available online including the link to the Marin maps application.  
 

10 
minutes 

 
G-2: Bike paths in Novato 

Initiated by B/PAC member – Mark Birnbaum 
Update by B/PAC Liaison – Petr Skala 
 

Committee discussion. 
No Action. 

 
Ownership / maintenance information regarding bike path by the Sutter Health Novato Community 
Hospital that Mark had asked about in a previous meeting. The path was installed as part of the 
hospital development, and there are areas all around it that are owned by different people (PG&E, 
Marin County etc.). City of Novato maintenance will take temporary ownership and maintain the 
path, including clearing weeds. They will also look into putting some money aside for new surfacing. 
Lamont Ave. is an active project that will include drainage improvements with the addition of an AC 
dyke to keep water running along with new striping and storm drain improvements. Mark had also 
inquired about the condition of Rowland, specifically behind Vintage Oaks, and Petr confirmed there 
are improvements planned in the near future. The roadway will be resurfaced, the gaps filled, with 
new bike and pedestrian facilities. This will extend from Costco to the Chevron station.  
Correction: “Rowland from Vintage Oaks is not pertaining to the issues Mark brought up to the 
committee. It is a maintenance issue and he will submit his request through maintenance”. 
 

10 
minutes 

 

G-3: Future Topics  

 to develop a rough timeline and workflow for 

BPAC’s role in any upcoming revision of the 
bike/ped plan;  

 discuss ideas for BPAC to play some public 
education role in an event in 2019, if possible, 

and the 2020 Tour of Novato; and 

 B/PAC meeting frequency, subcommittees.   
Initiated by B/PAC Chairman – Nestor R. Schnasse 

Update by B/PAC Liaison – Petr Skala 
 

Committee discussion.  
No Action. 

 
Nestor will prepare a draft. They picked a deadline date of December 6, to have the draft ready to 
circulate, via email, to the committee, so there will be time to discuss and review it.  
Petr discussed a new repaving policy the City of Berkeley adopted, that was provided Bjorn 
Griepenburg of Marin County Bicycle Coalition. We are basically doing the same, but don’t have a 
formal policy, but we could put one together.  At this time they could focus on public outreach and 
education. Petr also spoke about a grant that PD received that will result in $80,000 to be spent on 
DUI checkpoints, and patrols specific to impaired driving and violating hands free cell phone laws, 
etc.  
The grant covers, traffic safety and education presentation for youth and community members on 
distracted and impaired driving and bicycle and pedestrian safety. Not sure how much money would 
be available to use toward bike and pedestrian education. We can express our interest and send an 
email that BPAC would like to partner with PD and participate in that event and ask how we can 
help.   

5 
minutes 

 
G-4: Confirm next meeting date. 

(Wednesday January 8, 2020).  

Receive recommendation.  
Action.  



 

 

 Attachment G-4: 2020 Calendar     

                      

 
Mark Birnbaum suggested a couple of things for the next agenda,  

1. pavement condition / maintenance issue and Petr asked he send it to the Public Works inbox 
so it could be addressed by maintenance.  

2. Mark wanted to discuss how some cities allocate a percentage of their streets and roads 
money to bike and ped. issues; is this something that can be discussed and recommend to city 
council? Mark got an email from Safe Routes regarding projects going on in Marin, and 
wondered why there are none in Novato. Petr said we have had a grant opportunity every year 
for 4 years, but we do not have the staff to produce the project and get it done. If you get the 
money and can’t spend it, you have to return it and it does not look good. Petr will look into 
what the current percentage is, the total budget and how much goes where. 

3. Next meeting date was corrected from November 13, 2019 to January 8, 2020. 
 

 
 

H. Adjournment 
     Meeting was adjourned at 8:23 pm  
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