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PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 
NOVATO CITY HALL 

901 SHERMAN AVENUE 
NOVATO, CA 94945 

 
Monday, March 9, 2020 - 7:00 PM 

 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND ROLL CALL 
 
The Planning Commission meeting began at 7:00 PM. 
 
Chair Derby welcomed new Commissioner Rachel Farac, returning Commissioner Curtis Havel, and 
noted much appreciation to Commissioner Thomas Weldon for all his work on the Planning 
Commission. 
 
Commission Present:  Chair Justin Derby, Vice Chair David Gabriel, Commissioner Dan Dawson, 
Commissioner Rachel Farac, Commissioner Curtis Havel, Commissioner Reva Rao, Commissioner 
Peter Tiernan 
 
Staff Present:  Planning Manager Steve Marshall, Senior Planner Hans Grunt 
 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
 
 COMMISSION ACTION:  Upon motion by Commissioner Tiernan and seconded by 

Commissioner Gabriel, the Planning Commission voted 7-0 via roll call to approve the final 
agenda. 

 
 AYES:  Tiernan, Gabriel, Rao, Dawson, Derby, Farac, and Havel 
 NOES:  None 
 Motion carried. 
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
There were no members of the public that commented during this time. 
 

D. CONSENT ITEM 
 
 D.1. Approval of PC Minutes of January 27, 2020 (JD, DG, DD, RR, PT) 

 COMMISSION ACTION:  Upon motion by Commissioner Dawson and seconded by 
Commissioner Tiernan, the Planning Commission voted 5-0-2 via roll call to approve the 
Consent Item. 
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 AYES:  Dawson, Tiernan, Derby, Gabriel, and Rao 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTAIN:  Havel and Farac 
 Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
E. CONTINUED ITEMS 
  
 There were no agenda items. 
 
F. NEW ITEMS 
 

F.1. ANNUAL HOUSING REPORT TO HCD AND OPR (HG) 
 

Receive and submit the 2019 Housing Element, (Chapter III of the City’s General Plan) 
Annual Progress Report to the City Council for filing with the State Department of 
Housing and Community Development (HCD) and the Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Research (OPR). 

 
Senior Planner Hans Grunt introduced the item.  He noted that Table B of the report depicts Novato’s 
progress in meeting the City’s Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA).  There are several 
projects noted in Table A that are fully entitled although building permits have not yet been issued 
and are not reflected in the total RHNA numbers.   
 
The public comment period was opened.  There were no members of the public that commented 
during this time. The public comment period was closed.   
 
Questions from the Commission included: Are the homeless tracked through this report; What is the 
balance of the Housing Trust Fund; May some of these housing permits be delayed or reduce the 
numbers; Governor Newsom has stressed the problem at hand for homelessness initiatives and how 
much is that initiative is used for housing in Novato; What are the percentage breakdowns of low to 
very low housing to date; Do we provide a breakdown of deed restricted units vs. for rent units; Does 
the State provide any comments to the Housing Report that is submitted. 
 
Staff noted that homeless counts are initiated through the County, not through the Annual Housing 
Report to HCD; The balance of the Housing Trust Fund is approximately $1.2 million and some of 
those funds may already be encumbered; The housing numbers are a good faith estimate; The 
homeless needs come annually with the Community Development Block Grant and Home Funding 
and management is allocated through a recommendation process by the City Council; The City is 
doing well relative to the housing programs and have accomplished RHNA numbers of 36% in Very 
Low and 20% in Low and 63% of moderate assignment; The Annual Housing Progress Report does 
not tally the for sale vs. for rent units and those numbers will be included in the next update to the 
Housing Element; HCD does keep a scorecard on progress and notes agencies that do not meet 
their RHNA numbers. 
 
Commissioners expressed their support for the report observing the housing numbers look good and 
thanks to all for getting this work done.   
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 COMMISSION ACTION:  Upon motion by Commissioner Tiernan and seconded by 

Commissioner Gabriel, the Planning Commission voted 7-0 via roll call to accept the Annual 
Progress Report and forward it to the City Council. 

 
 AYES:  Tiernan, Gabriel, Dawson, Derby, Farac, Havel, and Rao 
 NOES:  None 

Motion carried. 
 

G. GENERAL BUSINESS   
 

G.1.   ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR  
 
 COMMISSION ACTION:  Upon motion by Commissioner Derby and seconded by 

Commissioner Dawson, the Planning Commission voted 7-0 via roll call to appoint David 
Gabriel as Chair; Commissioner Gabriel accepted. 

 
 AYES:  Derby, Dawson, Tiernan, Farac, Havel, Rao, and Gabriel 
 NOES:  None 
  
 COMMISSION ACTION:  Upon motion by Commissioner Derby and seconded by 

Commissioner Dawson, the Planning Commission voted 7-0 via roll call to appoint Reva Rao 
as Vice Chair; Commissioner Rao accepted. 

 
 AYES:  Derby, Dawson, Tiernan, Farac, Havel, Gabriel, and Rao 
 NOES:  None 
 
H. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 The Planning Commission adjourned the meeting at 7:43 PM. 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Planning Commission 
meeting of June 8, 2020. 
 
/Shelley Woods/ 
__________________________________ 
Shelley Woods, Senior Office Assistant 
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