
 

 

                        REGULAR MEETING 
 

MINUTES 
                  BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 - 7:00PM 
922 Machin Ave 

Baget Conference Room-2nd Floor 
 

A. Call to Order 7:05 pm 
Committee: Mark Vanderscoff, Mark Birnbaum, Joakim Osthus, Burt Greenspan 
Staff: Petr Skala 
Absent: Nestor Schnasse, Jack Gedney 

              
B. Approval of Final Agenda  
M/S Birnbaum/Greenspan All in favor 6-0-2 Mark Vanderscoff, Mark Birnbaum, Joakim Osthus, 
Burt Greenspan (Nestor Schnasse, Jack Gedney Absent) 
 
C. Public Comment  
      (Anyone wishing to speak on non-agenda items will be recognized at this time.  These items can 
      legally have no action as they are not on the agenda.  There is a three minute time limit). 
 
D. Committee Organizational Items 
 D-1-Approval of November 13, 2019 Meeting Minutes. 
M/S Greenspan/Birnbaum,  All in Favor 6-0-2, *with corrections, Mark Vanderscoff, Mark 
Birnbaum, Joakim Osthus, Burt Greenspan (Nestor Schnasse, Jack Gedney Absent)  
 
*Mark B sent an email to Petr clarifying his comments from the last meeting regarding the location 
of the roadway off of Rowland where work was needed. We will make the correction on the minutes 
so that it reads “Rowland from Vintage Oaks is not pertaining to the issues Mark brought up to the 
committee. It is a maintenance issue and he will submit his request through maintenance”. 

 
E. Committee Reports 
Mark asked about the status of the path behind the hospital. He has concerns with the condition of 
the path, lack of lights and overall safety. He would like to see lights added to the path. 
Petr said we are working on establishing who owns the path, it is complicated due to neighboring 
properties and that some of the path falls on both private and public properties.  Improvements or 
changes might not happen right away since there is a lack of ownership identification on this remote 
path. Petr will bring it to Chris to see if anything can be done. It can be added to the bicycle 
pedestrian plan to expedite improvements. Petr said a subcommittee can be formed to revise the 
existing bicycle pedestrian master plan to include this issue. 

 
F. Staff Reports 

 

 F-1 – Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Projects Update 
 Petr provided an update on some of the current CIP projects and what the current status is. 

F-2 – Project Information is Available at:  

          http://novato.org/government/public-works/public-works-projects 
 

 
 

http://novato.org/government/public-works/public-works-projects


 

 

G. General Business 
      (Anyone wishing to speak on agenda items will be recognized after the Committee has concluded  
their initial discussions.  There is a three minute time limit for public comment per item.) 
  

Approximate 
Time 

Item/Attachments  Purpose and Actions  

30 
minutes 

 
G-1: Annual report presentation by Nestor R. Schnasse, 

Novato B/PAC Chair. 
Copy of the report will be available at the meeting. 
 

Committee discussion. 
                Action. 

  
There was no presentation as Nestor was not in attendance. Petr mentioned that December 6, was the 
deadline established to come up with a report, but has not been done. Attendance record was 
submitted as per the city clerk’s office request. We currently have 6 members and can have up to 7. 
Petr reminded some of the members that are currently up for renewal/reappointment, to pay attention 
to the time windows for reapplication and to show up to the interview.  
 

10 
minutes 

 
G-2: Bike paths in Novato 

Initiated by B/PAC member – Mark Birnbaum 
Update by B/PAC Liaison – Petr Skala 
 

Committee discussion. 
No Action. 

 
Mark brought up his concern with the Enfrente path and the difficult entry that has a pillar, requiring 
you to slow down to enter. He suggested the entrance be moved. Petr said we are trying to come up 
with ideas and perhaps can remove some of the curb of the intersection of S. Novato and Redwood 
where there is an existing 10 ft wide sidewalk; it does need some cleanup. He proposed we put in a 
yellow stripe down the middle for clarity along with signage that reads ‘Multi Use Path Cyclists 
Yield to Pedestrians’ and redoing the corner for easier access. This would be right across the street 
from 7/11 on the corner. This is being proposed for next year. Mark also mentioned his concern 
regarding the Pacheco Hill bike path. He heard that people going uphill, traveling  from  Alameda del 
Prado from Ignacio, during commute times, are going out of their lane into the bike lane to try and 
get to the first street at the top, to drop off kids at school. It is unsafe and he wondered if a barrier 
could be installed keeping cars out of the bike lane. Petr said a barrier would not be practical and 
suggested Mark email PD about this issue to see if they can ticket drivers for this. 

 

10 
minutes 

 

G-3: Discuss ideas for BPAC to play some public 
education role in an event in 2020 and the 2020 Tour of 

Novato (subcommittee?). 
Traffic Education and Enforcement Grant update. 
Update by B/PAC Liaison – Petr Skala 

 

Committee discussion.  
No Action. 

 
There was previous discussion, initiated by Nestor, about forming a subcommittee for local events 
and how the committee can get involved. He is not present, so some of this can be discussed in more 
detail at a future meeting. They can talk about how they can play a role in the events, as well as who 
they should reach out to, and what the limitations might be. It would be beneficial to interact with the 
community at these events in an effort to get input related to bicycle and pedestrian issues.  
  



 

 

5 
minutes 

 

G-4: Confirm next meeting date. 
(Wednesday March 11, 2020).  

                      

Receive recommendation.  
Action.  

 
Next meeting date of Wednesday, March 11 was confirmed.  
M/S Birnbaum/Greenspan All in Favor 6-0-2,  Mark Vanderscoff, Mark Birnbaum, Joakim 
Osthus, Burt Greenspan (Nestor Schnasse, Jack Gedney Absent)  

 
 
 

H. Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:27pm 

 
       
     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 


	BM_1_
	BM1

