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Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Advisory 
Commission  

 

Agenda 

 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
901 SHERMAN AVENUE 

NOVATO, CA 94945 

 
Thursday, July 9, 2020 - 7:00 PM 

 
 

Chair 
Dennis Bentley 

 
Vice Chair 

None 
 

Members 
Suzanne Brown Crow, Patrick Giambalvo, Erin Lacey, Rene Pouteau, Betsy Ricketts, Nancy 

Weber  
 

Staff Liaison 
Kevin Conklin 

 

The Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Advisory Commission welcomes you to attend its 
meetings which are regularly scheduled the second Thursday of odd months. Your interest is encouraged 
and appreciated.  

 
NOTE: Due to Covid-19 guidelines, public, in person, participation 
is limited to 15 persons – who will be admitted on a first come, first 
admitted basis.  Additional members of the public may participate 
via telephonic comment. Instructions for telephonic participation 
are noted below.  
 
Before you enter the building, you must wash your hands with soap and water at the portable sink. When 
you enter the building, you must at all times wear your mask and sit six feet away from the nearest person.   
We strongly recommend that you please practice social distancing once inside. 
 
If you do not plan on physically attending the meeting, there are other ways in which you may participate. 
The following are participation guidelines.  
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Public Participation/Comment Instructions 
 

• Written public comments may be submitted by email to prcs@novato.org.  Written public 
comments received more than 2 hours prior to the start of the meeting will be distributed to the 
Commission prior to the meeting but will not be read during the meeting. Mail received after the 
two-hour cut-off, including during and after the meeting will be collected and placed in the public 
record. Mail will not be read during the meeting.  

 
• Spoken public comments.  Members of the public not physically present at the meeting may 

provide public comments via telephonic participation. To do so, 

1. Call the WebEx phone number at (415) 655-0002 
 

2. Enter the meeting number (access code): 146 638 8433 
 

3. In order to provide public comment over the phone, press Star (*) Three (3) when 
prompted by the Mayor/Chair at the beginning of public comments. 
 

4. You will hear a message stating “You have raised your hand to ask a question. Please 
wait to speak until the hosts calls on you.”  
 

5. When the host unmutes your line and addresses you as “caller,” you will receive a 
message: Your line has been unmuted. This will prompt you to begin your public 
comment. 

 
You have three (3) minutes for your comment or the amount of time the Mayor/Chair 
has allotted each caller. 

 
6. After you make your comment, the host will mute your call. You will hear “Your line has 

been muted.” 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the Staff Liaison at (415) 899-8975. Notification at least 48 hours prior to the 
meeting will enable the City to make reasonable accommodation to help insure accessibility to this meeting. 
(Council Chambers is equipped with a Hearing Loop (aka "T-Coil"), focused under the large raised ceiling 
in the middle of the room. In addition, assistive listening receivers are available for checkout from the Staff 
Liaison). 

 
 

 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT  

All members of the public, who are present at the meeting, wishing to address the Recreation, 
Cultural and Community Services Commission are requested to submit a speaker card in advance to 
the Staff Liaison.  (Please remember that all comment cards are PUBLIC RECORDS). The Chair will 
call the names of speakers from the cards. In addition to receiving comment from the public during 

https://novato.org/
https://globalpage-prod.webex.com/join?surl=https%3A%2F%2Fsignin.webex.com%2Fcollabs%2F%23%2Fmeetings%2Fjoinbynumber%3FTrackID%3D%26hbxref%3D%26goid%3Dattend-meeting&language=en_US
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the Public Comment period, the Chair will recognize persons from the audience who wish to address 
the Board, Committee, Commission on a particular agenda item at the time that item is considered.  
 
All members of the public, who are calling in, please adhere to the instructions above.  
 
There is a three-minute time limit to speak although the Chair may shorten the time based on the 
number of speakers or other factors. A speaker may not yield his or her time to another speaker. 
 
For issues raised during Public Comment that are not on the published agenda, except as otherwise 
provided under the Ralph M. Brown Act, no action can legally be taken. The Board, Committee, 
Commission may direct that the item be referred to the Staff Liaison for action or may schedule the 
item on a subsequent agenda. 
 

 
D. CONSENT ITEM 

All matters listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by a 
single vote of the Commission. There will be no separate discussion unless specific items are 
removed from the Consent Calendar for separate discussion and action. Any Commissioner may 
remove an item from the Consent Calendar and place it under General Business for discussion. 

 

D.1. Approve the meeting minutes of November 14, 2019 
 

E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS  
 

 
F. GENERAL BUSINESS   

These items include significant and administrative actions of special interest and will usually include a 
presentation and discussion by the Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Commission. They 
will be enacted upon by a separate vote. 

 

F.1. 
 
 
F.2. 
 
 
F.3. 

Election of Chair and Vice Chair 
 
 
Receive presentation by Recreation Supervisor, Katie Gauntlett 
 
 
Receive presentation by Deputy Director, Kevin Conklin on the Hill Project 
 

G. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS  
 
 This section is used for Commissioners and the Staff Liaison to orally report on topics that can be 

considered for discussion at a future meeting 
 
  

G.1. 
 

Deputy Director Updates- Program Report 
 

https://novato.org/
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G.2.  Commissioner Reports 

 
H. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Materials, that are submitted to members of the Commission after the distribution of the meeting’s 
agenda packet will be available upon request. During the COVID-19 crisis, a binder of such distributed 
materials will not be available for public review.  
 

 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
I, Amanda Estrada, certify that on July 6, before the Commission meeting of July 9, the agenda 
was posted on the City Community Service Board at the Police Department and on the City’s 
website at novato.org in Novato, California.  
 

/Amanda Estrada/                     
Amanda Estrada, Management Analyst 
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Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Advisory 
Commission  

 

Draft Meeting Minutes 

 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
901 SHERMAN AVENUE 

NOVATO, CA 94945 
 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 - 7:00 PM 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
  
 The meeting was called to order by Chair Bentley at 7:01PM. 
 
 Commissioners present: Chair Bentley, Commissioners Brown Crow, Giambalvo, Pouteau, 

Weber 
 
 Commissioners absent: Vice Chair Bartling, Commissioner Ricketts 
 
 Staff Present: Assistant City Manager Jessica Deakyne, Deputy Director Kevin Conklin, 

Recreation Services Manager Liz Tran and Management Analyst Amanda Estrada 
 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
 
 COMMISSION ACTION: Upon motion by Commissioner Crow and seconded by 

Commissioner Weber, the Commission voted 5-0-0-2 to approve the Final Agenda. 
 

AYES: Bentley, Brown Crow, Giambalvo, Pouteau, Weber 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Bartling, Ricketts 
 
Motion carried.  

 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

None 
 

D. CONSENT ITEM 
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D.1. Approve the meeting minutes of September 19, 2019 
 
COMMISSION ACTION: Upon motion by Commissioner Brown Crow and 
seconded by Commissioner Giambalvo, the Commission voted 4-0-1-2 to 
approve the Minutes of September 19, 2019. 
 
AYES: Bentley, Brown Crow, Giambalvo, Pouteau 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: Weber 
ABSENT: Bartling, Ricketts 
 
Motion carried.  

E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS  
 

None. 

 
F. PRESENTATIONS   

 

F.1. Presentation by Senior Supervisor Debbie Younkin and Program 
Coordinator Tiffany Haley from the City of San Rafael on the Hamilton Pool 
Summer 2019 Recap. 
 
Information in the presentation included a total of 478 hours of lap swim hours and 
664 total number of hours of public swim. There were a total of 80 party rentals 
booked in 2019. The number of group swim lessons decreased from 535 in 2018 
to 486 in 2019. Private lessons were also slightly down from 157 in 2018 to 131 in 
2019. Unexpected activity pool closures were a result of electrical issues May 13-
June 10, mechanical issues August 13-22 and the main pool was closed due to 
heater failure September 16-20. 
 

G. OLD BUSINESS 
 
 None. 
 
H. NEW BUSINESS 
  

H.1. Marin Museum of Contemporary Art (Marin MOCA) Public Art Proposal 
 
COMMISSION ACTION: Upon motion by Commissioner Brown Crow and 
seconded by Commissioner Weber, the Commission voted 5-0-0-2 to 
approve request for public art funds in the amount of $5,000 to partially fund 
the placement of a sculpture on the exterior of the Marin Museum of 
Contemporary Art building in Hamilton. 
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AYES: Bentley, Brown Crow, Giambalvo, Pouteau, Weber 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Bartling, Ricketts 
 
Motion carried.  

 
I. REPORTS/INFORMATION 
 
 I.1. Department Report 
 

 Mr. Conklin introduced new Assistant City Manager Jessica Deakyne. The recently 
released winter and spring Activity Guide was passed out. Mr. Conklin thanked 
Commissioners for attending both the Hill Recreation Area Groundbreaking and the 
20th Anniversary Celebration of the Novato Gymnastics Center. 

 
I.2. CIP Update 
 
  Dogbone Meadow – Small area of grass currently fenced off. Drainage repair work 

scheduled for November 20 and 21. Depending on issues uncovered and length of 
repairs, the grass area may be closed for several weeks.  

 
  Hill Master Plan – Groundbreaking event was successful. Earth is being moved. Areas 

starting to take shape. 
 
  Community Garden – Environmental Documentation process underway.  
 
  Pioneer Park Playground – Recently awarded a $50,000 matching grant through 

California Parks & Recreation Society and PlayCore for an inclusive playground. Public 
feedback incorporated into plan. Installation expected March 13, 2020. 

 
J. UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
 Holiday Crafts Faire – Fri., Dec. 6 from 6-9PM & Sat., Dec. 7 from 10AM-PM at MTSC 
 
 Breakfast with Santa – Sun., Dec. 8 from 8AM-12PM at the DRC 
 
 Holiday Double Feature Magic Show and Movie “The Grinch” – Sat., Dec. 14 at 5pm at DRC 
 
 Gingerbread Build – Sun., Dec. 15 from 10AM-1PM at the DRC 
 
 Free Throw Championship – Sun., Dec. 15 from 10AM-1PM at Hill Gym 
 
 
K.  SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING 
 



 

 
Page | 4  Phone No. (415) 899-8900 

 novato.org Fax No. (415) 899-8213 
   

 

 The next meeting is scheduled for 7PM on January 9, 2020 at Novato City Hall Council 
Chambers.  

    
 
 
L.  ADJOURNMENT  
  
 The Commission adjourned the meeting at 7:56PM. 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the RCCS Commission 

meeting of ____________, 2020.  
 
/Amanda Estrada/  
_______________________________  
Amanda Estrada, Management Analyst 


	RCCS070920 Agenda Revised w. COVID rules call in only.pdf (p.1-4)
	191114draftmins NEW format.pdf (p.5-8)

