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PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Via Webex Teleconference 

 
Monday, May 11, 2020 - 7:00 PM 

 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND ROLL CALL 
 
The Planning Commission meeting began at 7:00 PM. 
 
Commission Present:  Chair David Gabriel, Vice Chair Reva Rao, Commissioner Dan Dawson, 
Commissioner Justin Derby, Commissioner Rachel Farac, Commissioner Curtis Havel, Commissioner 
Peter Tiernan 
 
Staff Present:  Planning Manager Steve Marshall, Public Works Director Chris Blunk, Senior 
Assistant City Attorney Veronica Nebb 

 
B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
 
 COMMISSION ACTION:  Upon motion by Commissioner Tiernan and seconded by 

Commissioner Dawson, the Planning Commission voted 7-0 via roll call to approve the final 
agenda. 

 
 AYES:  Commissioners Gabriel, Rao, Dawson, Derby, Farac, Havel, and Tiernan 
 NOES:  None 
 
 Motion carried. 
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
There were no members of the public that commented during this time. 
 

D. CONSENT ITEM 
 

 None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
E. CONTINUED ITEMS 
  
 There were no agenda items. 
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F. NEW ITEMS 
 

F.1. PARTIAL VACATION OF PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY AND DISPOSITION OF CITY 
PROPERTY FOR THE PURPOSE OF INSTALLING PRIVATE STORMWATER 
TREATMENT, FRONTAGE LANDSCAPING IMPROVEMENTS, AND DRIVEWAY AND 
SIGN PLACEMENT AT THREE SEPARATE LOCATIONS ALONG REDWOOD 
BOULEVARD BETWEEN PINHIERO CIRCLE AND BUCK CENTER DRIVE - GENERAL 
PLAN CONSISTENCY REPORT 

 
Consider providing a report to the City Council regarding whether the partial vacation of public 
right-of-way and disposition of city property for the purpose of installing private stormwater 
treatment, frontage landscaping improvements, and driveway and sign placement at three 
separate locations along Redwood Boulevard between Pinhiero Circle and Buck Center Drive 
is consistent with the Novato General Plan.  

  
Chris Blunk, Public Works Director, presented and summarized the staff report. He noted that 
California Government Code 65402(a) requires a municipality to submit all proposed dispositions of 
real property and vacations of right-of-way to its local planning agency (Planning Commission) in 
order to provide a report to the legislative body (City Council) regarding whether the location, purpose 
and extent of such dispositions or vacations conform to the General Plan. 
 
Questions from the Commission included: 
 

• Does an appraiser come out to determine the value of these three parcels for disposition? 
• When we sell the property to the private developer, is there anything that the City may request 

to include as an improvement, i.e., bike path? 
• Option to buy back, is that option only available to the developer or would that be a 

subsequent discussion?   
• Will there be enough width along the frontage for a left turn lane at Redwood, etc., if needed, 

for the new development?   
 
Staff responded: 
 

• All of the parcels will be appraised to provide a value to determine the highest and best use of 
the property.   

• All of these projects already have conditions of approval and we cannot go back and add new 
conditions at this time to the projects. 

• The only intention for these is to provide that private improvements exist within the public 
right-of-way.  If we did a sale to the adjoining property owner, we would also do a lot line 
adjustment so that this land becomes a part of that parcel and cannot be sold separately.    

• A minimum 60-foot width right-of-way will be maintained for that section of Redwood Blvd to 
accommodate three 12-foot wide lanes which leaves 24 feet of right-of-way width for bike 
lanes, sidewalk, curb, and gutter to accommodate all of the facilities.    

 
The public comment period was opened. There were no members of the public that commented 
during this time. The public comment period was closed.   
 
Commissioners expressed general support for the project.   
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 COMMISSION ACTION:  Upon motion by Commissioner Dawson and seconded by 

Commissioner Tiernan, the Planning Commission voted 7-0 via roll call to adopt the resolution 
reporting to the City Council regarding whether the partial vacation of public right-of-way and  

 
 disposition of city property for the purpose of installing private stormwater treatment, frontage 

landscaping improvements, and driveway and sign placement at three separate locations 
along Redwood Boulevard between Pinhiero Circle and Buck Center Drive is consistent with 
the Novato General Plan. 

 
 AYES:  Commissioners Gabriel, Rao, Dawson, Derby, Farac, Havel, and Tiernan 
 NOES:  None 
 
 Motion carried. 
 
G. GENERAL BUSINESS   

 
There were no agenda items. 

 
H.   COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS 
 
 Planning Manager Marshall discussed future meeting schedules.   
 
I. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 The Planning Commission adjourned the meeting at 8:00 PM. 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Planning Commission 
meeting of September 28, 2020. 
 
/Shelley Woods/ 
__________________________________ 
Shelley Woods, Senior Office Assistant 
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