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CITY OF NOVATO
PARKS & RECREATION

Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Advisory
Commission

SPECIAL MEETING

Minutes

Thursday, September 17, 2020 - 7:00 PM

Teleconference Only

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order by Chair Crow at 7:05 P.M.

Commissioners Present: Dennis Bentley, Suzanne Crow, Erin Lacey, René Pouteau, Betsy
Rickets, Nancy Weber

Commissioners Absent: Patrick Giambalvo

Staff Present: Assistant City Manager Jessica Deakyne, Recreation Supervisor Katie
Gauntlett, Recreation Supervisor Ronele Schaefer

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Bentley and seconded by
Commissioner Weber, the Commission voted 6-0-0-1 to approve the final agenda.

Ayes: Bentley, Lacey, Rickets, Weber, Pouteau, Crow
Noes: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Giambalvo

C. PUBLIC COMMENT
None

D. CONSENT ITEMS
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D.1.

D.2.

Approve the meeting minutes of July 9, 2020

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Bentley and seconded by
Commissioner Pouteau, the commission voted to approve the Minutes of July 9,
2020. The Commission voted 6-0-0-1 to approve the Minutes.

Ayes: Bentley, Lacey, Rickets, Weber, Pouteau, Crow
Noes: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Giambalvo

Approve the meeting minutes of August 13, 2020

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Weber and seconded by
Commissioner Pouteau, the commission voted to approve the Minutes of August
13, 2020. The Commission voted 6-0-0-1 to approve the Minutes.

Ayes: Bentley, Lacey, Rickets, Weber, Pouteau, Crow
Noes: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Giambalvo

E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS

None

F. GENERAL BUSINESS
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F.1.

F.2.

Update on Fall Programming

Recreation Supervisor Katie Gauntlett presented information about the PRCS Fall
programming, including an explanation of the modifications and new protocols in
place, which are in line with the County of Marin Health and Human Services
guidelines for childcare. Fall programming includes the Afternoon Rec Club, After
School Sports Camp, Gymnastics programs for team and recreation levels, Tiny
Tots and Pre-K preschool classes, and virtual senior programming. Additionally,
the Virtual Magic and Variety Show included over 115 individual participants.

Hill Recreation Area Update

Assistant City Manager Jessica Deakyne provided an update on the re-opening of
the Hill Recreation Area, which was delayed due to vandalism to the synthetic turf
and poor air quality.
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G. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS

G.1. Staff Updates
Assistant City Manager Jessica Deakyne will provide an update on the Community
Garden at the next commission meeting. She also shared the possibility of budget
cuts to PRCS staff and programming, which will be discussed at the Council
meeting on Tuesday, September 29, 2020. An update regarding the recruitment
for the Deputy Director of Parks, Recreation, and Community Services was also
shared.

G.2. Commissioner Reports
Chair Crow appreciated the Hill Recreation Area tour.
H. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 P.M.

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the RCCS Commission
meeting of November 12, 2020.

/ Jean Holzgang de Buren /
Jean Holzgang de Buren, Office Assistant
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