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Bicycle / Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
 

Minutes 

 
Wednesday, September 9, 2020 - 7:00 PM 

 

Teleconference Only 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER, AND ROLL CALL 

Meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm 
In attendance: Chair Mark Vanderscoff, Vice Chair Joakim Osthus, Luke Heslip, Burt Greenspan, 
Mark Birnbaum, Nestor Schnasse, Jack Gedney 
Staff Liaison - Petr Skala, Traffic Engineer Mary Jo Yung 
 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
M/S Burt G/Luke H All in favor 7-0-0 Chair Mark Vanderscoff, Vice Chair Joakim Osthus, Luke Heslip, 
Burt Greenspan, Mark Birnbaum, Nestor Schnasse, Jack Gedney 

 
C. Approve the meeting minutes of July 8, 2020 

M/S Jack G/Mark B All in Favor 7-0-0 Chair Mark Vanderscoff, Vice Chair Joakim Osthus, Luke 
Heslip, Burt Greenspan, Mark Birnbaum, Nestor Schnasse, Jack Gedney 

 
D. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

There were a few public attendees. One raised their hand and there was an issue raised regarding 
the Brown Act and a brief discussion followed. 
 

E. GENERAL BUSINESS   
These items include significant and administrative actions of special interest and will usually include a 
presentation and discussion by the Committee. They will be enacted upon by a separate vote. 

 

E.1. Traffic Engineer (Mary Jo Yung - W-Trans) Signal Bicycle Detection. 
Mary Jo Yung was in attendance to present ideas, share and gather information and 
answer questions from the committee regarding their concerns related to traffic signals, 
specifically signal bicycle detection. She explained that some signals are maintained by 
Caltrans, not the City. If interested she has a map of the locations that can be shared with 
the committee. There is a different mix of technology being used; mostly loops and there 
are different types used based on location.  

E.2. The ad-hoc committee (Mark Birnbaum, Jack Gedney and Joakim Osthus) to give a 
progress update on the City of Novato Bicycle / Pedestrian Plan Addendum. 
Ad-hoc committee members discussed the progress regarding the Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Plan Addendum. They discussed in detail the areas in need of revision along with the 5 
categories to be utilized and how they will be broken down into 3 levels of a scoring matrix 
to assist in determining project prioritization: 
They did not consider the size of the projects as far as importance. The list should be 
complete by next meeting. They will send out the draft in writing so the committee can 
review and make comments so changes can be made if necessary.  
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A final matrix can be made based on further discussion A survey can be created to get 
community involvement and input too.  

E.3. Receive Updates CIP projects (Petr Skala – City of Novato) 
Petr reviewed the status of the city’s CIP projects. 

 Novato Blvd/San Marin/ Sutro is nearing completion or is complete with 
improvements including pedestrian facilities, a new median etc. 

 Public Works is applying for a Federal grant for additional modernization and 
upgrades to tie in the intersection itself at Novato Blvd/ Sutro/ San Marin. This 
would be on Sutro, heading South, and will include the missing section of asphalt 
path- removing what is there and widening to become multi use path.  

 Hill Recreation area, nearly complete, weather permitting. It should be partially 
open on September 14.  

 Ped improvements and crossings throughout town were ADA upgraded and new 
striping crosswalks include signage 

 Grant Ave bridge project still moving forward slowly-website will have most up to 
date information 

 Novato Blvd widening in early stages and is complicated due to utilities and 
existing properties/real estate that may need to move-the 3-lane approach was 
selected versus the original larger plan 

 Rowland Blvd. overpass striping, permit received from Caltrans but will need a 
secondary work permit before work can take place at the end of September 

 Pavement Rehab resurfacing, Novato Blvd. by San Marin Dr., Wilson Ave. 
between Mill Rd. and Center Rd. and bike lanes were installed and some 
crosswalks were enhanced crosswalks as well as a new bike lane added to the 
northbound approach of Redwood Blvd. at northbound approach of at San Marin 
/Atherton 

 Mary Jo spoke about Sunset Parkway Improvements-they have met with residents 
a couple of times as they have had concerns with speeding. So far, they have 
installed 2 speed feedback signs, and will install sharrows as well with Class III 
markings. 

F. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS  
 This section is used for Commissioners and the Staff Liaison to orally report on topics that can be 

considered for discussion at a future meeting 
 

F.1. 
 

Consider future topics 
Continue Addendum discussion related to Bicycle Ped plan 

F.2. Next Meeting Date (November 11, 2020) 
Next Meeting date of November 11, was confirmed-may be via Zoom again. 

G. ADJOURNMENT (8:30 PM – TIME APPROXIMATE) 
          Meeting was adjourned at 8:36pm  
          M/S Greenspan/Birnbaum All in favor 7-0-0 Chair Mark Vanderscoff, Vice Chair Joakim Osthus, Luke 

Heslip, Burt Greenspan, Mark Birnbaum, Nestor Schnasse, Jack Gedney 
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