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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION

Minutes
January 7, 2021

Chair
Harry Thomas

Vice Chair
Peter Pelham

Members
Michelle Mahoney

Anne Russell
Coy Smith
Rick Wells

John Williams

Miriam Hope Karell, Ex-Officio
Sylvia Barry, Ex-Officio

Staff Liaison
Vicki Parker
Community & Economic Development Director

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Meeting called to order at 3:02pm

Commissioners Present: Smith, Pelham, Thomas, Russell, Wells, Ex-Officio Karell,
Williams (at 3:30pm), Ex-Officio Barry (at 3:55 pm)

Commissioners Absent: Mahoney

Staff Present: Vicki Parker, Maggie Rufo

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

M/S/C Pelham/Smith Ayes: 5 Nays: 0 Absent: 2

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

CONSENT ITEMS
D.1 Approve Minutes of October 22, 2020
M/S/C Pelham/Smith Ayes: 5 Nays: 0 Absent: 2



GENERAL BUSINESS

E.1 Development Projects Update — Vicki Parker

Director Parker provided an update on residential and commercial projects currently
underway in Novato, including:

e The Village at Novato proposed project;

¢ Costco Gas Station at Vintage Oaks;

e Short term rentals will be discussed by Council at their February 9 meeting;

¢ Council decisions on cannabis RFPS at their January 12 meeting;

¢ Moving forward on sale of approved City properties;

e other projects.

E.2 Consider providing comment to the City Council on upcoming items related to the
purview of the Commission.

Commissioners discussed having the ability to give input to City Council on important
projects that have great economic benefit to the City.

Commission agreed to provide a letter to the Council encouraging approval of the
Costco Gas station project at Vintage Oaks due to its economic benefit to the
community.

M/S/C Thomas/Pelham Ayes: 6 Nays: 0 Absent: 1

E.3 Property/Tenant Improvement Grant Program Update

Four applications received in time for the first review deadline of January 19. A second
review will be scheduled for mid-February of any additional applications submitted.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Commissioners inquired on changes at Vintage Oaks Shopping Center (demo of Chevy’s
Restaurant and sub-dividing of prior Pier 1 Imports location.

Ex-Officio Karell recommended commissioners subscribe to the Marin Small Business
Development Newsletter to receive updates about business funding and seminars.

STAFF UPDATES

Staff requested that commissioners notify staff when they will be absent or late to an
upcoming commission meeting, outside of emergency situations when that isn’t possible.

ADJOURNMENT 4:10pm

M/S/C Wells/Pelham Ayes: 6 Nays: 0 Absent: 1



