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CITY OF NOVATO
PARKS & RECREATION

Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Advisory
Commission

SPECIAL MEETING

Minutes

Thursday, January 14, 2021 - 7:00 PM

Teleconference Only

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order by Chair Crow at 7:08 P.M.

Commissioners Present: Dennis Bentley, Suzanne Crow, Erin Lacey, Betsy Rickets, Nancy
Weber

Commissioners Absent: Patrick Giambalvo, René Pouteau

Staff Present: Deputy Director of Parks Recreation and Community Services Katie
Gauntlett, Recreation Supervisor Ronele Schaefer, Director Public Works Chris Blunk, Office
Assistant Jean Holzgang de Buren

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Bentley and seconded by
Commissioner Weber, the Commission voted 5-0-0-2 to approve the final agenda.

Ayes: Bentley, Crow, Lacey, Rickets, Weber
Noes: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Giambalvo, Pouteau

Motion Carried
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C. PUBLIC COMMENT

None

D. CONSENT ITEMS

D.1.

Approve the Special Meeting minutes from November 12, 2020

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Weber and seconded by
Commissioner Lacey, the commission voted to approve the Minutes of November
12, 2020.

Ayes: Bentley, Crow, Lacey, Rickets, Weber
Noes: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Giambalvo, Pouteau

Motion Carried

E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS

None

F. GENERAL BUSINESS
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F.A.

Receive an update from Public Works Director Chris Blunk on the
Community Garden Project

Public Works Director Chris Blunk provided an update on the community garden
project and shared the project plans including design features focusing on
accommodating people of all abilities, location, constraints and considerations,
materials to be used, a description of the bio retention area, accessible garden
plots, and accessible parking spaces.

Staff anticipates that the CEQA Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration to be
ready mid-2021, with the final document approval by City Council anticipated in fall
of 2021.
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G. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS

G.1. Staff Updates

Deputy Director of Parks Recreation and Community Services Katie Gauntlett,
provided an update on the events of December which included successful turnout
and involvement with Letters to Santa, Cards to Seniors, and Virtual Storytime with
Santa. The department continues to monitor the Stay-at-Home Order and is
prepared to bring back in-person programming when it is safe to do so. Discussion
of the participation in Virtual Magic Shows and the creation and success of live
virtual gymnastics classes were highlighted.

Deputy Director Gauntlett announced four areas of discussion for department
marketing goals and strategies which focus on social media, email campaigns,
website redesign, and park promotion through kiosks. Parks, Recreation, and
Community Services staff will be invited to regularly attend RCCS meetings to
update on their projects directly.

G.2. Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Crow requested an update on the Hamilton Pool for the next meeting,
including more information on contract renewal. Deputy Director Gauntlett informed
the commissioners that the current contract runs through the end of 2021, that she is

connecting with the City of San Rafael, and will provide an update at the next
meeting.

The next RCCS meeting is on March 11, 2021.

H. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 P.M.

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the RCCS Commission
meeting of July 8, 2021.

/ Jean Holzgang de Buren /
Jean Holzgang de Buren, Office Assistant
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