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Novato Streetscape Committee 
 

MINUTES 
 

Monday, August 16, 2021 - 7:00pm 
Meeting held via Zoom Teleconference 

 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 Meeting began at 7:09pm.   

 
 Committee Members Present: Marcia Basalla (Chair), Rich Greene, Virginia Hanna, and Sherry 
Temple (Vice Chair)  

 
Staff Present: Gretchen Schubeck, Staff Liaison  
 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
Moved by Temple and seconded by Greene to approve the final agenda. 
 
AYES: Basalla, Greene, Hanna, Temple 
NOES: None  

  
C. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 None 
 

D. PRESENTATION: Paul da Silva, Marin Biodiversity Corridor Initiative 
- Paul da Silva gave a presentation on the Marin Biodiversity Corridor Initiative (MBCI). 
- Strategies of the initiative include: 

1. Raising awareness of the importance of biodiversity amongst public agencies/private 
institutions and encouraging adoption of goals and policies to promote it. 

2. Supporting local biodiversity projects through sharing of information and other 
resources. 

3. Maintaining a database and map to record individual and countywide progress. 
4. Promoting public understanding through educational activities. 

- As part of their educational activities, MBCI is hosting a talk with Doug Tallamy from the 
University of Delaware on 10/27/21 at Dominican University.  

 
E. CONSENT ITEMS 

E.1 Approve the meeting minutes of July 12, 2021 
 
- Hanna noted that Joan Murray’s name was incorrectly minuted as Joan ‘Howard’. 
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Moved by Hanna and seconded by Basalla to approve the meeting minutes of July 12, 
2021, as amended. 
 
AYES: Basalla, Greene, Hanna, Temple 
NOES: None  
 

F. FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 - Schubeck reported that the balance in the Committee budget is $23,220.  

G. COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS  
 None 

H. PROGRAM UPDATES 
H.1 Volunteer Programs 

Team Up to Clean Up 
- The July clean-up took place on Binford Road and in the Atherton Road Park & Ride.  
- 9 hardworking volunteers participated and collected 8 bags of trash in 1.5 hours. 
- The October 2nd clean-up will be in the same area and Marin County Parks staff will be 

attending to open the gate and provide access to the area between the freeway and 
the fence. 

Adopt-a-Spot 
- Four volunteers have signed up. 
- Staff from Gilead House would like to organize a clean-up with their clients that live on 

Leafwood Drive in October. 
- Basalla and Hanna will connect with Mayor Eklund to discuss the project further. 
- Hanna and Joni DeGabriele are continuing to promote the program at the Novato 

Farmer’s Market. 
Adopt-an-Island 
- Basalla met on site with the landscape designer who is developing the 5-6 planting 

templates and the plant palette. 

H.2 Business Landscape Recognition Program 
None 

H.3 Clean Business Program 
- Greene met with Joan Murray from Clean Mill Valley. 
- Greene has received a quote from Unicorn Print to produce the window decals. 
 
Moved by Basalla and seconded by Hanna to approve expenditure not to exceed $150 to 
purchase 100 window decals. 
 
AYES: Basalla, Greene, Hanna, Temple 
NOES: None 
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H.3 Education & Outreach Programs  
Litter Education in Schools 

- Schubeck will connect with More to discuss next steps. 

I. GENERAL BUSINESS 
I.1 Fireman’s Fund Streetscape 

- Temple expressed concern about the fate of the mature trees on the Fireman’s Fund 
property along San Marin Drive and Wood Hollow Drive. 

- Schubeck noted that there will be opportunities for public input as part of the 
community engagement process. 

I.2 State Funding 
- Schubeck will follow up on potential funding being made available through the state for 

beautif ication projects. 

J. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
J.1 Novato Creek Maintenance 

J.2 Meeting Attendance 

K. ADJOURNMENT  
  Moved by Temple and seconded by Hanna to adjourn the meeting.  

 
  AYES: Basalla, Greene, Hanna, Temple 
  NOES: None 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 8:35pm 
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