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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA
POLICE ADVISORY AND REVIEW BOARD

Thursday, February 4, 2021
5:30 PM

Teleconference via ZOOM

CALL TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 5:35 p.m. by Bruce Bartel
ROLL CALL: Present: Bruce Bartel, Board Chair
Ky Medigovich, Vice Chair
Leslie Biagini, Board Member
Bruce Ritter, Board Member
Staff Present: Jessica Deakyne, Asst. City Manager
Matthew McCaffrey, Chief of Police
Shani Combs, HR Assistant
Absent: Catherine Dacre, Board Member
CLOSED SESSON ANNOUNCEMENT:
There was no closed session.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
There were no announcements.

APPROVAL OF THE FINAL AGENDA:

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Board Member, Ritter. Vice Chair
Medigovich seconded. The Board voted in favor unanimously.

Motion Carried.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

There were no public comments.
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F. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS
F.1. Discuss Ways to Diversify PARB

e Assistant City Manager, Deakyne provided information about the
application process and recruitment period. New and reappointed
members will begin their service with PARB in May.

e Suggestions are welcome for promoting PARB and recruiting new
members

e Increasing membership from 5 to 7, or involving ad hoc committee
members are options to consider

e Translation and other accommodations can be provided to Board
members and meeting attendees when advanced notice is given

e Council appoints members to City boards and committees through
the application process

PUBLIC COMMENT: None
G. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

G. 1. Motion to approve the meeting minutes of November 5, 2020 was made
by Board Member, Ritter. Board Member Biagini seconded. The Board
voted in favor unanimously.

Motion Carried.
H. GENERAL BUSINESS:

H.1. Review of Department Activity and Citizen Complaints Filed Since
Last Meeting (Chief McCaffrey)

e One complaint filed in August was closed in December. The
allegation was for performance, conduct, bias in an investigation
and failure to activate a body camera during criminal investigation.
Only the failure to activate body camera was sustained.

o A performance notice was issued to the officer who did not
activate their camera. The incident was not egregious and
did not occur during Use of Force.

o Unholstering of weapons automatically activates cameras,
otherwise cameras are officer-activated.

e 2020 Use of Force report will be included with the end of year
reporting. Some items from the report to be distributed in March
include:

o There were 10 individual Use of Force incidents: 4 taser, 4
controlled hold, 2 personal weapons (bodily, not firearm),
and 2 deployments of BOLA Wrap
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e PD’s annual awards ceremony will be virtual. PARB members are
invited
e 4 vacancies will be filled in the near future. Three by people
currently going through background checks. One will soon graduate
from the Police Academy. Recruitment for Police personnel is
ongoing.
o 2 officers are off work due to injury
o 1 officer is planning to move out of state

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

BOARD AND STAFF COMMENTS

I.1.  Discuss Possible Future Topics
e A video of Officer Bates’ comprehensive presentation about the City’s

outreach and services for homeless can be found on the City’s website

e New PARB members will be introduced at the May 6, 2021 meeting
PUBLIC COMMENT: None

ADJOURNMENT:

J. 1. Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Board Member, Ritter. Vice
Chair Medigovich seconded. Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
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