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Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Advisory Commission 
 

MEETING 
 

Meeting Minutes  

 
Thursday, January 13 - 7:00 PM 

 
Teleconference Only 

 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Ricketts at 7:02 P.M. 
 
Commissioners Present: Dennis Bentley, Suzanne Crow, Ericka Erickson, Jessica 
Fernandes-Miller, René Pouteau, Nancy Weber, Vice Chair Erin Lacey, Chair Betsy Ricketts 
 
Commissioners Absent: Patrick Giambalvo 
 
Staff Present: Deputy Director of Parks Recreation and Community Services Katie 
Gauntlett, Senior Management Analyst Drew Bendickson 
 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
  
 Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner by Crow and seconded by 

Commissioner Erickson the Commission voted 8-0-0-1 to approve the final agenda. 
 
 Ayes: Bentley, Crow, Erickson, Fernandes-Miller, Pouteau, Weber, Lacey, Ricketts 
 Noes: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Giambalvo 
 
 Motion Carried 
 
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
None 
 

D. CONSENT ITEMS 
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D.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approve the Meeting Minutes from November 11, 2021  
 
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Crow and seconded by Vice 
Chair Lacey, the Commission voted 7-0-1-0 to approve the minutes. 
 
Ayes: Bentley, Crow, Fernandes-Miller, Pouteau, Weber, Lacey, Ricketts 
Noes: None 
Abstain: Erickson 
Absent: Giambalvo 
 
Motion Carried 

E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 None 
 
 

F. GENERAL BUSINESS   
 
F.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F.2. 
 
 
 

Discuss and provide direction on unveiling event for new murals at the 
Museum of the American Indian located at Miwok Park in collaboration with 
the Multicultural Advisory Commission 
 
Deputy Director Gauntlett announced plans for a mural unveiling and diversity 
celebration event on Saturday, April 30th. The event will be in collaboration with 
the Multicultural Advisory Commission (MAC) and be free to the public with a 
possible dance performance from a local tribe.  
 
With approval from the Commission to move forward with the event on April 30th, 
Deputy Director Gauntlett will take the event proposal to the MAC meeting on 
January 26th.  
 
Public Comment: 
 
Victoria Canby from the Museum of the American Indian commented that she would 
like to have an educational opportunity available to the public for the event. 
 
 
Receive staff recommendation and discuss next steps for proposed Naming 
and Sponsorship Opportunities  
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Senior Management Analyst Drew Bendickson presented a proposal to 
incorporate a bench donation program into the City’s Community Facilities Naming 
policy. 
 
Additionally, staff would update the Community Naming Facility policy to create a 
more flexible and responsive program for the City. 
 
Commissioners gave feedback that they’d like to see staff continue to review the 
possibility of sponsorships opportunities for the Hill Recreation Area bocce ball 
and pickleball courts. 
 
Commission Action:  
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Crow and seconded by Commissioner Bentley the 
Commission voted 8-0-0-1 for staff to bring back a proposal program for a bench 
sponsorship and potential dedication/sponsorship for bocce ball and pickleball 
courts at the Hill Recreation Area. 
 
 Ayes: Bentley, Crow, Erickson, Fernandes-Miller, Pouteau, Weber, Lacey,  

Ricketts 
 Noes: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Giambalvo 
 
Motion Carried 
 
 
 

G. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS  
 

 
G.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Staff Updates 
 
Deputy Director Gauntlett presented an overview of the Parks and Recreation 
winter events, all of which were a success. The winter events included a Holiday 
Crafts Faire, Letters to Santa, Morning with Santa and a Gingerbread Build.  
 
Deputy Director Gauntlett shared the new Winter/Spring 2022 Activity Guide. The 
digital guide is currently available to the public at novatofun.org.  
 
Deputy Director Gauntlett provided an update on the Community Garden. They are 
currently waiting results from Cultural Resources Study completed in December 
and staff continue to examine the feasibility of utilizing the well onsite for 
water supply. 
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G.2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deputy Director Gauntlett announced the Novato Historical Guild has temporarily 
closed the Novato History Museum and Hamilton Field museum until February 2nd.  
 
Deputy Director Gauntlett shared that the Parks & Recreation department is 
working with the City to promote Novato’s birthday with a social media campaign 
and giveaway for the Paint the Town Red Birthday Celebration. 
 
Deputy Director Gauntlett announced new staff additions to the department. Drew 
Bendickson, as Senior Management Analyst, and Nick Malliaras, as Recreation 
Coordinator. 
 
Additionally, Deputy Director Gauntlett proposed exploring the possibility of moving 
the start time of the Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Advisory 
Commission meeting.  
 
 
Public comment:  
 
James Spilman reached out about a sculpture donation to the City of Novato on the 
behalf of the Rotary Club of Novato. Mr. Spilman will contact Deputy Director 
Gauntlett regarding the donation.  
 
 
Commissioner Reports 
 
Commissioner Erickson proposed receiving a staff update from grant opportunities 
for our Parks from California Department of Parks and Recreation at the next 
Commission meeting.  
 
Commission Action: 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Erickson and seconded by Commissioner 
Fernandes-Miller the Commission voted 7-1-0-1 for staff to bring back information 
related to available grants. 
 
Ayes: Bentley, Crow, Erickson, Fernandes-Miller, Pouteau, Lacey, Ricketts 
 Noes: Weber 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Giambalvo 
 
Motion Carried 
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H. 

Commissioner Erickson proposed updating park guidelines to prohibit the use of 
balloons in City parks. 
 
Commission Action:  
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Erickson and seconded by Vice Chair Lacey the 
Commission voted 8-0-0-1 for commission to considering rental applications for 
outdoor spaces not allowing balloons. 
 
Ayes: Bentley, Crow, Erickson, Fernandes-Miller, Weber, Pouteau, Lacey, Ricketts 
 Noes: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Giambalvo 
 
Motion Carried 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:34 PM. 
 
The next RCCS meeting is on March 10, 2022. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the RCCS Commission 
meeting of ______________.  
 
/ _Drew Bendickson   /  
Drew Bendickson, Senior Management Analyst 
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