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PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Via Zoom Teleconference 

 
Monday, March 28, 2022 – 7:00 pm 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
The Planning Commission meeting began at 7:00 PM. 
 
Commission Present:  Chair Rachel Farac, Vice Chair Peter Tiernan, Commissioner Dan 
Dawson, Commissioner Ronald Gerber, Commissioner Justin Derby, Commissioner Curtis 
Havel, and Commissioner Lia Heath 
 
Commission Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present:  Community & Economic Development Director Vicki Parker 
 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
 
 COMMISSION ACTION:  Upon motion by Vice Chair Tiernan and seconded by 

Commissioner Dawson, the Planning Commission voted 7-0-0-0 via roll call to 
approve the final agenda. 

 
 AYES:   Commissioners Dawson, Derby, Farac, Gerber, Havel, Heath, and Tiernan 
 NOES:   None 
 ABSTAIN: None 
 ABSENT:  None 
 Motion carried. 
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 

NONE 
 
D. CONSENT ITEM 
  
 D.1. Approval of PC Minutes of February 14, 2022 (DD, JD, RF, RG, CH, LH, PT) 
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COMMISSION ACTION: Upon motion by Commissioner Gerber and seconded by Vice 
Chair Tiernan, the Planning Commission voted 7-0-0-0 via roll call to approve the 
minutes. 

  
 AYES:   Commissioners Dawson, Derby, Gerber, Havel, Heath, Tiernan, and Farac 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTAIN:  None 
 ABSENT: None 
  Motion carried. 
 
E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS   
 NONE 

 
F. PUBLIC HEARING 
 NONE 
 
G. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
G.1. 2021 ANNUAL HOUSING ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT (VP) 
 

 RECEIVE AND RECOMMEND THE CITY COUNCIL SUBMIT FOR FILING THE 2021 
ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT FOR THE HOUSING ELEMENT TO THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (HCD) AND THE 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH (OPR). 

 
Vicki Parker, Community and Economic Development Director, presented and summarized the staff 
report for the 2021 Annual Housing Element Progress Report. 
 
The Planning Commission inquired whether projects listed in the Progress Report can roll-over into 
Novato’s 6th cycle housing element update. 
 
The Planning Commission asked questions about the status of specific projects relative to obtaining 
building permits recognizing some projects were under construction, but the total number of building 
permits noted in the Progress Report did not match the approved build-out of the project.  
 
The Planning Commission discussed trends in housing products types based on the Progress 
Report. 
 
The Planning Commission commented on the gap in new housing units in the very low income 
category.  
 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Dawson and second by Vice Chair Tiernan, the Planning 
Commission voted 7-0-0-0 via roll call to recommend the City Council submit for filing the 
2021 Annual Progress Report for the Housing Element to the State Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD) and the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 
(OPR). 
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AYES:   Commissioners Dawson, Derby, Gerber, Havel, Heath, Tiernan, and Farac 
NOES:   None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT:  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
H. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS  
 
Director Parker advised the Planning Commission the City’s housing element consultant has 
kicked-off the housing element update process and was working on the public outreach plan for 
the effort.   
  
I. ADJOURNMENT  
 
  The Planning Commission adjourned the meeting at 7:36 PM. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Planning 
Commission meeting of May 9, 2022. 
 
/Steve Marshall/  
__________________________________ 
Steve Marshall, Planning Manager 
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