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CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NOVATO

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-004

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
NOVATO AMENDING AND RESTATING RESOLUTION 07-11,
RESOLUTION 2016-078, AND RESOLUTION 2022-079 TO
UPDATE THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE FINANCE
ADVISORY COMMISSION AND ESTABLISH IT AS THE
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE FOR MEASURE M REVENUES

WHEREAS, Measure F was a V2 cent sales tax increase for five years within the
City limits, and voters in the City of Novato approved Measure F on the November 2010
ballot with 58% of the vote; and

WHEREAS, the Measure F transactions and use tax ballot language adopted by the
voters of Novato in November 2010 called for a “Measure F Oversight Committee”; and

WHEREAS, on February 22, 2011, the City Council adopted Resolution 06-1 1
rescinding the former “Citizens Finance Committee”; and

WHEREAS, also on February 22, 2011, the City Council adopted Resolution 07-
11 establishing ajoint committee to act as both the “Measure F Oversight / Citizens Finance
Committee”; and

WHEREAS, on March 31, 2016, Measure F expired and, as of that date, the
Measure F Oversight/Citizens Finance Committee became the Citizens Finance
Committee; and

WHEREAS, in November 2015, 74% of voters of the City of Novato approved
Measure C, a transactions and use tax ordinance, Ordinance 1601, and Section 16-6.14
thereof also calls for an oversight body; and

WHEREAS, on December 13, 2016, the City Council adopted Resolution 2016-
078 changing the name of the Measure F Oversight/Citizens Finance Committee to the
“Novato Citizens Finance Advisory/Oversight Committee,” revising its roles and
responsibilities, and establishing said committee as the official citizens oversight
committee required under Measure C, Ordinance 1601, Section 16-6.14; and

WHEREAS, at a regular meeting on September 27, 2022, the City Council
expressed a desire to update the name of the Novato Citizens’ Finance Advisory/Oversight
Committee to the “Finance Advisory Commission”; and

WHEREAS, on November 5, 2024, 58% of voters of the City of Novato approved
Measure M, a new transactions and use tax, which increased the sales tax by 0.75% to
provide additional revenue to help address fiscal challenges and support the community’s
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budget priorities, and Section 16-7.14 thereof also calls for a five-member oversight
committee; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to designate the Finance Advisory
Commission as the oversight committee to review expenditures of revenues generated by
the tax increase from Measure M, and to make recommendations to the City Council
regarding those expenditures, ensuring transparency and accountability for Measure M
funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Novato that the Finance Advisory Commission (the “Commission”) is hereby established
with the mission, roles, and responsibilities described herein. The Commission shall
continue to perform the duties and functions of the oversight committee required under
Measure F, Measure C, Ordinance 1601, Section 16-6.14, and shall also serve as the
oversight committee for the revenues generated by Measure M, as required under
Ordinance 1717, Section 16-7.14.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Resolutions 07-11, 20 16-078, and 2022-079
are rescinded.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the mission, roles, and responsibilities of the
Commission are as follows:

1. The Commission shall be a City Council appointed commission.
2. The Commission shall be comprised of seven members who are residents of the

City of Novato. City employees, consultants, or vendors are expressly precluded
from serving as members.

3. The Commission’s reports shall be presented to the Council and made available to
the public.

4. The City Clerk shall develop an application and appointment process for the
Commission in accordance with current procedures for all other City boards,
commissions, and committees.

5. Commission members will be required to complete a Statement of Economic
Interests form (Form 700) in accordance with the Fair Political Practices
Commission’s guidelines.

6. The Ralph M. Brown Act will apply to all Commission meetings.
7. The Commission seats shall be for staggered terms of two (2) years.
8. The current members of the Finance Advisory Commission with their current terms

shall be the members of the Commission with the same terms.
9. Members will not be compensated for their service on the Commission.
10. The City will staff the Commission and provide technical and administrative

assistance to support and publicize the Commission’s, activities.
11. The Commission shall elect a Chair and a Vice Chair in accordance with the best

practices of other City commissions, committees, and boards as established by the
City Council.

12. A quorum of the Commission shall be four (4) members.
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13. The Commission shall meet at least three times a year. The Commission may have
additional meetings depending on its work plan.

14. The Finance Advisory Commission shall serve as the oversight committee to
review expenditures of revenues generated by Measure F, Measure C, and Measure
M, making recommendations to the City Council regarding those expenditures. The
minutes of the Commission meetings shall be provided to the City Council and
placed on the next available regular City Council meeting agenda.

Mission: The mission of the Commission is to provide regular feedback, insight, and
recommendations, and to report periodically to the City Council on a variety of financial
matters such as financial policies, long-term fiscal sustainability, budget and forecast
assumptions, etc. The Commission shall also act as the official oversight committee as
required by the Novato transactions and use tax ordinances (Measure F, Measure C, and
Measure M).

Role: The Commission shall be advisory to the City Council.

Responsibilities:

1. Review existing fiscal policies from time to time and/or recommend new fiscal
policies to the City Council; including guidelines for the use of fund balances,
surpluses, and other reserves.

2. Review the City’s actual financial performance regularly.
3. Review budget assumptions and the budget process.
4. Review the City’s General Fund financial forecast regularly.
5. Review the financial status of other funds regularly as appropriate.
6. Collaborate with City staff to determine long-term financial needs, obligations, and

funding strategies to achieve long-term sustainability.
7. Collaborate with staff on strategies to encourage public information and

communication regarding the City’s financial situation and options for improving
the City’s financial health.

Measure F, Measure C and Measure M Oversight Responsibilities:

1. Review the budgeted expenditures from Measure F and provide feedback.
2. Review the budgeted revenues and expenditures from Measure C and provide

feedback.
3. Review the budgeted revenues and expenditures from Measure M and provide

feedback.
4. Review and report annually on the expenditure of Measure F funds and make the

report available to the public.
5. Review and report annually on the revenues and expenditures of Measure C and

make the report available to the public; if such funds are deposited into the General
Fund of the City, the report may take the form of a General Fund-wide annual report
of activities and expenditures.
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6. Review and report annually on the revenues and expenditures of Measure M and
make the report available to the public; if such funds are deposited into the General
Fund of the City, the report may take the form of a General Fund-wide annual report
of activities and expenditures.

The Committee responsibilities with respect to Measure F shall sunset when all Measure F
funds have been spent.

* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was duly and regularly adopted by the
City Council of the City of Novato, Mann County, California, at a meeting thereof, held
on the j4th day of January, 2025, by the following vote, to wit:

AYES: Councilmembers Ekiund, Farac, Jacobs, Milberg, O’Connor
NOES: Councilmembers
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers
ABSENT: Councilmembers

Clerk of the City of Novato

Approved as to form:

City Attorney of the City of Novato
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