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CITY OF NOVATO
PUBLIC WORKS

Complete Streets & Pathways Oversight Committee

MINUTES

CITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
WOMACK CONFERENCE ROOM - 2nd Floor
922 MACHIN AVENUE
NOVATO, CA 94945

Wednesday, September 21, 2022 - 5:30 PM

A. WELCOME

Al Call to Order, and Roll Call

Meeting was called to order at 5:31pm

Committee-Mark Birnbaum, Meherdad Namiranian, Nestor Schnasse, Ed Schulze, Mark
Vanderscoff

Absent-Joakim Osthus

Staff-Chris Blunk, Kenny Jeong, Julie Eichner

Guests-Emily Betts, SMART

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA
Committee Action: Motion by Schulze/Second by Schnasse to approve final agenda.
Voted 5-0-0-1
AYES: Mark Birnbaum, Meherdad Namiranian, Nestor Schnasse, Ed Schulze, Mark Vanderscoff
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Joakim Osthus

C. Approve the meeting minutes of July 13, 2022
Committee Action: Motion by Schulze/Second by Namiranian to approve minutes
Voted 5-0-0-1
AYES: Mark Birnbaum, Meherdad Namiranian, Nestor Schnasse, Ed Schulze, Mark Vanderscoff
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Joakim Osthus

D. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS
A couple members of the public spoke and were looking forward to hearing about both Simmons
Lane and the Grant Ave Bridge projects.

E. GENERAL BUSINESS
These items include significant and administrative actions of special interest and will usually include a
presentation and discussion by the Committee. They will be enacted upon by a separate vote.
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Presentation from Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART)

Emily Betts, Principal Planner from SMART, attended and shared a Power Point
presentation with an overview, history as well as future plans for a pathway along the
SMART tracks. Areal graphics of locations, as well as a map, were provided.

A committee member asked about lights on some of the future pathways that are in the
works. Emily responded that there is no definitive plan in place for lighting.

Member of the public thanked Emily for the presentation and asked what are the next steps
for public updates and input as well as the possibility of a future agenda item dedicated to
the engineering details of the more complex parts of the project.

Review and discuss street selection for the 2023 Paving Project (G. Woodfin)
Gosia Woodfin attended the meeting to discuss the process of street selections for paving
projects and how it is managed. She displayed a Power Point presentation to review the
overall pavement network and discussed the PCI (pavement condition index) relevancy
when selecting streets. The 2023 candidate streets and a map were distributed to the
committee members.

Comments: Meherdad asked about filling sidewalk gaps with this project on

Balra/Shevelin. It is not usually included with paving projects, but Gosia will look at this area
when she walks the street

sections.

Discussion on San Marin Drive at San Mateo (C. Blunk/K. Jeong)
The data set has not been received yet. It is expected soon, will be reviewed and ready for
discussion at the November 16, meeting.

Discussion on Simmons Lane bike path Virginia Avenue to Novato Boulevard and
Pioneer Park Traffic Calming (C. Blunk)

Chris discussed some ideas with the committee regarding what currently exists and what
improvements may be possible or that are in the works. Some of the roadway was restriped
recently, from Shady Ln to Novato Blvd. In this section, there is just a centerline, no striping.
He said data would need to be collected so they have some information to base decisions
on. With the new inclusive park equipment going in at Pioneer Park, there may be increased
attendance so should there be some consideration for new parking solutions as well as
improved safety measures at crossings leading to the park and Simmons Lane, with a goal
to be proactive and formalize on street parking. Nestor commented about Wilson and
middle schoolers going the wrong way due to the confusing striping that looks like a bike
lane. They also encounter the intersection from the wrong side and due to this there is no
logical way to navigate the crossing for both pedestrians and cyclists.

Chris stated we will investigate this section of roadway on Wilson /Simmons/ Novato Blvd
and consider bike and pedestrian connectivity & continuous bike lanes.

Comments: Resident commented that he lives close by and sees this area as problematic.
Update on Capital Improvement Program Projects funding status (C. Blunk)

E.5.1 CIP 09-003 Grant Avenue/Virginia Avenue Bridge

Chris relayed that the project was significantly underfunded. It is on hold although It is
shovel ready with permits in place. We did apply for OBAG funding but are not certain of the

outcome. It did not rank high in priority in the prescreening process, as some projects are
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viewed more viable based on location rather than merits. We will continue to provide regular
updates on the status.

Public Comment: Thad Anders commented that if feasible he would like to see it blocked
and only open for bicycle and pedestrian traffic.

F. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS

This section is used for Commissioners and the Staff Liaison to orally report on topics that can be
considered for discussion at a future meeting

F.1 Announcement-Fall CCB Recruitment Now Open Until 5:00pm 9/30/22
A reminder to the committee of the recruitment dates, if they know anyone interested in
joining there is information on the city’s website.

F.2 Next Meeting Date (November 16, 2022)
Next meeting date of November 16, was confirmed, no action taken.

G. ADJOURNMENT (7:00 PM - TIME APPROXIMATE)
Committee Action: Motion by Schulze to adjourn at 7:10pm/Seconded by Birnbaum
Voted-5-0-0-1
AYES: Mark Birnbaum, Meherdad Namiranian, Nestor Schnasse, Ed Schulze, Mark Vanderscoff
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Joakim Osthus
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