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Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Advisory Commission  
Agenda  

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
Thursday, May 11, 2023 - 6:00 PM 

 
Novato City Hall 

Council Chambers, 901 Sherman Ave 
 
 

Chair 
Erin Lacey 

 
Vice Chair 

Nancy Weber 
 

Members 
Dennis Bentley, Suzanne Crow, Emily Larsen, Mavi Pilloton, Betsy Ricketts, Beverly Winsor  

 
Staff Liaison 

Katie Gauntlett 
 

The Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Advisory Commission welcomes you to attend its 
meetings which are regularly scheduled the second Thursday of odd months. Your interest is 
encouraged and appreciated.  
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in 
this meeting, please contact the City Clerk at (415) 899-8986. Notification at least 48 hours prior to the 
meeting will enable the City to make reasonable accommodation to help ensure accessibility to this 
meeting. The Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Advisory Commission may discuss and/or 
take action on any or all of the items listed on the agenda irrespective of how the agenda items are 
described. 

Public Participation/Comment Instructions 

Members of the Public may participate and provide public comments to teleconference meetings as 
follows: 
 
• Written public comments may be submitted by email to prcs@novato.org. Written public 

comments received more than 3 hours before the start of the meeting will be distributed to the 
Commission. Written public comment received after the three-hour cut-off, including during and after 
the meeting, will be collected and placed in the public record. Written public comments will not be 
read during the meeting.  

 
 

https://novato.org/
mailto:prcs@novato.org
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A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT  

There is a three-minute time limit to speak although the Chair may shorten the time based on the 
number of speakers or other factors. A speaker may not yield his or her time to another speaker. 
 
For issues raised during Public Comment that are not on the published agenda, except as otherwise 
provided under the Ralph M. Brown Act, no action can legally be taken. The Board, Committee, 
Commission may direct that the item be referred to the Staff Liaison for action or may schedule the 
item on a subsequent agenda. 
 

D. CONSENT ITEM 
All matters listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by a 
single vote of the Commission. There will be no separate discussion unless specific items are 
removed from the Consent Calendar for separate discussion and action. Any Commissioner may 
remove an item from the Consent Calendar and place it under General Business for discussion. 
 
D.1. 
 

Approve the Meeting Minutes from April 13, 2023 Special Meeting 
 

E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS  
  
F. GENERAL BUSINESS   

These items include significant and administrative actions of special interest and will usually include a 
presentation and discussion by the Recreation, Cultural and Community Services Commission. They 
will be enacted upon by a separate vote. 
 
 
F.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Receive a presentation for an Art in Public Places proposal in partnership 
with the Rotary Club of Novato and local artist to redesign the existing 
Scottsdale Pond Wayside signage; consider making: 1. Approve one of three 
proposed illustrated design concepts and topics; 2. Enter into contract with 
artist create illustrated designs; 3. Approve budget allocation from the public 
arts fund project for an Art in Public Places proposal in partnership with the 
rotary club of novato and local artist to redesign the existing Scottsdale 
Pond wayside signage; consider approving and making a recommendation 
to Novato City Council to: 1. Approve one of three proposed illustrated 
design concepts and signage topics; 2. Enter into contract with artist to 
create illustrated designs; 3. Approve budget allocation from the public arts 
fund to support the project as a public art installation 
 
Attachment 1 – Art In Public Places, Admin Policy 5.13 
Attachment 2 – Photos of Current Scottsdale Pond Wayside Signage 
Attachment 3 – Emma Oyle’s Resumé & Museum Portfolio 
Attachment 4 – Scottsdale Pond Wayside Signage Proposals 
 

https://novato.org/
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F.2. 
 
 
F.3. 
 
 
 
F.4. 
 
 
F.5. 

Receive a Presentation on 2023 Gymnastics Programming by Recreation 
Supervisors, Alexandra Kambur & Perry Siu  
 
Receive a Presentation on 2023 Aquatics Programming by Recreation 
Supervisor, Rachelle Fugitt-Schneider and Recreation Coordinator Andrea 
Cifelli 
 
Receive a Presentation on Summer 2023 Special Events by Recreation 
Coordinator, Stephany Simmons 
 
Receive a Parks Master Plan update from Parks, Recreation, and Community 
Services Director, Katie Gauntlett 

 
G. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS  
 
 This section is used for Commissioners and the Staff Liaison to orally report on topics that can be 

considered for discussion at a future meeting. 
  

G.1. 
 
G.2.  

Staff Updates 
 
Commissioner Reports 

 
H. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Materials that are submitted to members of Commission after the distribution of the agenda 
packet will be made available to the public at the time it is provided to the Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
I, Drew Bendickson, certify that on the Thursday before the Recreation, Cultural and 
Community Services Advisory Commission meeting of May 11, 2023 the agenda was posted 
on the City Community Service Board at 922 Machin and on the City’s website at novato.org in 
Novato, California.  
 

/ Drew Bendickson / 
Drew Bendickson, Senior Management Analyst 

 
 

 

 

https://novato.org/






























 

 

representation of art within this private sector. Aesthetic improvements or works 

of art which will further enhance this development will greatly contribute to the 

quality of life in the City, as well as the growth of greater cultural awareness in 

our community. The D es i g n  R ev i ew  C o m m i s s i o n  ( D R C )  i s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r ev i ew  an d  r eco m m en d a t i o n s  f o r  private developers 

with respect to these matters.  
 

2. Public art in private places is optional to developers with private development 

projects in the City of Novato; provided, however, that any art which a private 

developer proposes to erect, install or place on his/her private property in lieu 

of paying to the City any or all of a City impact fee imposed for the purpose of 

paying for art-in-public-places shall be subject to the approval of the City 

Council under and pursuant to the procedures set forth in this policy.  
 

3. Developers interested in involving art in public places will be given copies of 

this policy for reference by the City when applying for a development proposal. 

Private developers may choose to make a cash contribution towards civic-

minded City-planned art in public places projects.  
 

4.       The City encourages private property owners who install, erect, or place art on 

their private property to do so in a way which allows the public to view such art. 

And in exchange for granting to the public and/or the City easement or other 

rights to assure such public viewing, the City shall cooperate, to the extent 

the City deems reasonable, with the private property owner in those lawful 

steps which the property owner is entitled to take in order to obtain available tax 

benefits and incentives for granting such rights. 

 
 

E.        DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS 
 

1. The City of Novato will consider unsolicited offers of artwork to the City that 

are (1) donations that are gifts, or (2) bequests. A donor who wishes to make 

such an offer must send a letter to the City Manager containing the following 

information: 
 

a.  The type of donation being made. 
 

b. Documentation o f  t h e  a r t w o r k  b e i n g  offered for donation, 

including pictures, slides, size, medium, title, year of creation and a 

resume of the artist, if possible. 
 

c.        Maintenance requirements of the artwork. 
 

d. A document showing that the artwork is free of encumbrances and that 

the donor has full and unconditional title to the artwork. 

 



 

 

e. A release letter by the donor, should the City decide to release the 

artwork in the future. 
 

f.   A statement that the donor is conveying the artwork to the City and that 

the owner indemnifies the City for any claims of any kind challenging 

the donor’s ownership to said work of art or that the work of art is copied 

from or infringes upon rights of another work of art. Given that City is 

an institution of long-standing duration, it discourages donations of 

artwork that are conditional. 
 

2. The City of Novato will acknowledge receipt of the donated artwork 

without valuation for tax purposes. The donor must find other means of 

establishing the value of the artwork. 
 

3. The City Manager shall refer all such offers to the RCCS Commission for its 

review and recommendation. After considering the RCCS Commission’s 

recommendation presented by City Staff, the City Council will decide on 

accepting all offers of donated artworks and will notify donors of its decision 

within 90 days of the City Council receiving the recommendation from the 

RCCS Commission. 

 
 

F.        OWNERSHIP 
 

All art accepted by the City or installed by the City shall be acquired in the name of 

the City of Novato and title shall vest in the City of Novato. 
 
 
 
 

 

Adam McGill 

City Manager 

lmcdowall
Adam Signature Blue



CURRENT SIGNAGE AT
SCOTTSDALE POND



EMMA OYLE, SCIENTIFIC ILLUSTRATOR 
oyle.illustrations@gmail.com | (415) 827-5633 
18197 Wildflower Drive, Penn Valley, CA 95946-9545, United States 

PORTFOLIO 

www.emma-oyle-illustrations.com 

PROFILE 

I am a passionate illustrator with training in a range of traditional and digital media. I have an educational background 
in biology, and my love of science drives my professional goal of creating informative, engaging scientific illustrations. 

EXPERIENCE 
July 2022 - December 
2022 

 

Science Illustration Intern, Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History 
 Pacific Grove, CA 

During my internship with the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural history, I worked with members of 
the museum's talented and knowledgeable staff to create illustrations (interpretive panels, etc.) 
for their educational outreach programs and permanent exhibits. 

May 2013 – February 
2018 

Assistant Art Instructor, Studio4Art 
Novato, CA 

I assisted students in developing and executing artistic project ideas. This included preparing 
materials for and assisting in planned lessons, and explaining unfamiliar techniques to students in 
a self-guided learning atmosphere. 

EDUCATION 

California State University, Monterey Bay 
December 2022: Graduate Certificate in Science Illustration 
 
University of California, Davis; College of Biological Sciences 
December 2020: Bachelor of Science in Ecology, Evolution, And Biodiversity  
Citation for Academic Excellence from the Department of Evolution and Ecology 
December 2020: Minor in Studio Art 

SKILLS 

· Communication 

· Creative Problem-Solving 

· Collaboration 

· Ability to be Self-directed 

· Proficiency in Digital Illustration (Adobe Suite and 
Procreate) 

· Proficiency in Traditional Illustration 

  

 

References Available Upon Request 

http://www.emma-oyle-illustrations.com/


Native Plants and Birds Poster, Adobe Photoshop and InDesign

Bigfin Reef Squid in Motion, colored pencil on toned paper



Adult Monarch, Procreate and Adobe Photoshop

Sand Crab External Anatomy, watercolor and micron pen, and Adobe InDesign



Rock Cycle Overview Activity Mat, Procreate

Found Botanical Objects, watercolor



Op�ons for Illustra�on Styles: 
 

1. Digital Illustra�ons with Linework – all spot illustra�ons 
Total Project Cost: $9,900 

 
2. Digital Illustra�ons with Linework – some full illustra�ons 

Total Project Cost: $11,400 
 

3. Watercolor Illustra�ons – all spot illustra�ons 
Total Project Cost: $13,050 
 

Sign Topics: 
 

1. Welcome to Scotsdale Pond 
- this pond provides a quiet refuge for many species. How many can you see? 
- There are seven other informa�onal signs around the pond. Can you find them all? 
- illustra�on: labeled birds-eye-view map of pond 
es�mated �me (digital illustra�on): 10 hours  cost (digital illustra�on): $300 
es�mated �me (watercolor illustra�on): 15 hours  cost (watercolor illustra�on): $450 

 
2. Don’t Feed the birds 

- Birds need a natural diet to stay healthy and flying fit. 
- Hand-feeding can lead to a large crowd of habituated birds, which can spread disease and increase 

poten�ally harmful aggressive interac�ons. 
- illustra�on:  

• a person feeding geese/ducks with a red ‘NO’ circle over it 
• molecular model of 2 common diseases: Avian Pox and Avian Trichomonosis 

 
es�mated �me (digital spot): 40 hours   cost (digital spot): $1,200 
es�mated �me (watercolor spot): 60 hours  cost (watercolor spot): $1,800 

 
3. What do the birds eat? 

- songbirds primarily eat insects, grains, and berries 
- ducks and geese primarily eat aqua�c plants 
- wading birds primarily eat fish 
- illustra�on: 3 labeled bird species foraging or hun�ng (a songbird, a duck, and a wading bird) 

• my sugges�ons for species: Song Sparrow, American Wigeon, and Green Heron 
 

es�mated �me (digital spot): 40 hours   cost (digital spot): $1,200 
es�mated �me (watercolor spot): 60 hours  cost (watercolor spot): $1,800 

 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Who’s swimming in the water? 
- You probably recognize mallard ducks and Canadian geese, but if you look closely you can find many 

other species swimming alongside these common neighborhood waterfowl. 
- illustra�on:  some of the more common waterfowl species found in Novato (op�onal background of 

pond) 
• 5 species if digital, 3 species if watercolor 
• my sugges�on for species: Mallard (duck), Canada Goose, American Coot, Pied-billed Grebe, 

and Double-crested Cormorant
 
es�mated �me (digital spot): 60 hours   cost (digital spot): $1,800 
es�mated �me(digital full): 80 hours   cost (digital full): $2,400 
es�mated �me (watercolor spot): 60 hours  cost (watercolor spot): $1,800 

 
5. Who’s hiding at the water’s edge? 

- Wading birds tend to be quieter and more secre�ve than ducks and geese, but you can see them slowly 
moving through the water at the edge of the pond or hiding in the reeds and trees. 

- illustra�on: 3 labeled species of wading birds (op�onal background of catails and water) 
- my sugges�ons for species: Common Gallinule, Great Blue Heron, and Spoted Sandpiper 

 
 es�mated �me (digital spot): 40 hours  cost (digital spot): $1,200 
 es�mated �me (digital full): 55 hours  cost (digital full): $1,650 

es�mated �me (watercolor spot): 60 hours  cost (watercolor spot): $1,800 
 

6. Who’s flying in the air? 
- Perching birds, also known as songbirds, make up the majority of bird species. Which songbirds can you 

see and hear? 
- Some birds seem similar to songbirds, but belong to different groups within Class Aves. 
- Illustra�on: spot illustra�ons of labeled species of songbirds (members of Passeriformes) and other 

similar birds (op�onal background of sky) 
- 5 species if digital, 3 species is watercolor 
- my sugges�ons for species: White-crowned Sparrow, Bicolored Blackbird, California Scrub-Jay, Violet-

green Swallow, and Red-shouldered Hawk 
 
es�mated �me (digital spot): 60 hours   cost (digital spot): $1,800 
es�mated �me (digital full): 75 hours   cost (digital full): $2,250 
es�mated �me (watercolor spot): 60 hours  cost (watercolor spot): $1,800 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. Gulls and Terns 
- Did you know that ‘seagull’ isn’t a specific species? There are mul�ple species of gulls that can be found 

at the pond, as well as closely related terns. 
- illustra�on: labeled species with Family Laridae 

• 4 species if digital, 3 species if watercolor 
• my sugges�ons for species: Western Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Heermann’s Gull, and Forster’s Tern 

 
es�mated �me (digital spot): 50 hours   cost (digital spot): $1,200 
es�mated �me (watercolor spot): 60 hours   cost (watercolor spot): $1,800 
 

8. Scotsdale Pond isn’t just for the birds! 
- Many species of plants and animals call Scotsdale Pond home. How many different species can you 

spot? 
- Illustra�on: 3 labeled species of non-avian plants and animals 

• My sugges�ons for groups/species to include: 
a. Rep�le – Western Fence Lizard 
b. Insect – Yellow-faced Bumble Bee 
c. Flowering plant – Scarlet Pimpernel 

es�mated �me (digital spot): 40 hours   cost (digital spot): $1,200 
es�mated �me (watercolor spot): 60 hours  cost (watercolor spot): $1,800 
 

9. Yearly Visitors 
- Some birds can be found at Scotsdale Pond throughout the year, but others are migrants that pass 

through for a short �me. Visit the pond throughout the year to watch as the bird species you see change 
with the seasons. 

- Illustra�on: 3 labeled species of migratory birds 
- my sugges�ons for species: Northern Pintail, Bufflehead, and American White Pelican

 
es�mated �me (digital spot): 40 hours   cost (digital spot): $1,200 
es�mated �me (watercolor spot): 60 hours  cost (watercolor spot): $1,800 

 
10. Please don’t liter at the pond! 

- Leaving your trash on the ground does more than disturb the aesthe�cs of Scotsdale Pond. 
- Wild animals can become entangled in liter or mistake it for food and try to consume it. Either of these 

scenarios can lead to severe harm or death. 
- Small par�cles from trash contribute to water and soil pollu�on, nega�vely affec�ng the whole urban 

ecosystem. 
- Illustra�on: 

• A hand dropping trash with a red ‘NO’ circle over it 
• A glow-through of trash in a duck’s diges�ve system 
• A microscopic view of plas�c or toxic par�cles in pond water 

 
es�mated �me (digital spot): 40 hours   cost (digital spot): $1,200 
es�mated �me (watercolor spot): 60 hours  cost (watercolor spot): $1,800 
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