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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Sustainability Commission

MINUTES
Thursday, May 18, 2023 - 6:00 pm

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue, Novato

Chair
Nicole Tai

Vice Chair
Chris Yalonis

Members
Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Zach Brownstone, Bryn Ichinaga, and Pablo Paster

Staff Liaison
Gretchen Schubeck

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

The Commission was called to order at 6:04pm.

Commissioners Present: Tim Blofeld, Zach Brownstone, Bryn Ichinaga, Pablo Paster, Nicole Tai,
and Chris Yalonis

Staff Present: Gretchen Schubeck, Sustainability Coordinator

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

Upon a motion of Commissioner Blofeld and second by Commissioner Yalonis to
hear items F.1 and F.2 prior to agenda item E.3, the Commission voted 6-0 to amend
and approve the agenda.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWNSTONE, ICHINAGA, PASTER, TAI, YALONIS
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BROWN

Motion carried.
C. PUBLIC COMMENT
Silke Valentine

D. CONSENT ITEMS

Upon a motion of Commissioner Yalonis and second by Commissioner Blofeld, the
Commission voted 6-0 to approve the meeting minutes of March 16, 2023.
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AYES: BLOFELD, BROWNSTONE, ICHINAGA, TAI, YALONIS
NOES: NONE

ABSENT: BROWN

ABSTAIN: PASTER

Motion carried.

GENERAL BUSINESS

E.1

E.2

E.3

Introduction of Commissioner Paster

Commissioner Pablo Paster provided an overview of his background and professional
experience.

FY 2023-24 Workplan Development Timeline

The FY 2023-24 Workplan (July 1, 2023 — June 30, 2024) will be discussed at the June
Commission meeting and Coordinator Schubeck requested that Commissioners consider
potential items to be included in the workplan for discussion at the meeting.

San Marin High School Idling Reduction Campaign

¢ Commissioner Brownstone and Commissioner Ichinaga presented a concept proposal for
an idling education campaign to be piloted at San Marin High School during the 2023-24
school year (Attachment 1).

e Commissioner Brownstone and Commissioner Ichinaga will work with Coordinator
Schubeck to research funding options and develop campaign budget.

Public Comment

Ingrid Ojeda

Upon a motion of Commissioner Yalonis and second by Commissioner Péster, the
Commission voted 6-0 in support of the idling education campaign concept proposal.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWNSTONE, ICHINAGA, PASTER, TAI, YALONIS
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BROWN

F. CONTINUING ITEMS

F.1
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Ad-hoc Committee Update: Sustainability and Climate Action Analysis and
Prioritization

e Coordinator Schubeck presented an overview of the Ad-Hoc Committee’s work to date
(Attachment 2) and shared a handout (Attachment 3) with a draft set of sustainability and
climate action priorities for discussion by the Commission.

e The Ad-Hoc Committee’s work relates to executing duties ‘a)’ and ‘h)’ in the Commission’s
establishment resolution, as well as achieving goal #2 in the Commission’s FY 2022-23
Workplan. Although the priorities will inform the Commission’s FY 2022-24 Workplan, the
priorities are citywide and not limited to the Commission’s work.
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Public Comment
Ingrid Ojeda

F.2 Community Ideation Session and Discussion

¢ Commissioners and members of the public reviewed and discussed the draft set of
sustainability and climate action priorities developed by the Ad-Hoc Committee.

e Additional suggestions and comments (Attachment 4) will be considered as part of the
development of the Commission’s recommendations on priority sustainability and climate
actions to the City Council

e Commissioner Tai suggested two additional categories for consideration: Community
Action & Diversity and Energy & Water Conservation Measures

e Commissioner Yalonis suggested that workforce development and building electrification
training for contractors should also be a priority.

Public Comment
Ingrid Ojeda
Silke Valentine
F.3 Ad-hoc Committee Update: Stakeholder Analysis and Community Engagement

The Stakeholder Analysis and Community Engagement Ad-Hoc Committee met on May 18,
2023, and Coordinator Schubeck will forward the revised list of Novato Stakeholders to
Commissioners prior to the June meeting.

F.4 Climate Action Plan Development Timeline

Coordinator Schubeck reported that work on the Climate Action Plan update is expected to
commence in June 2023.

F. COMMISSIONER AND STAFF LIAISON REPORTS
G.1 Commissioner Reports

e Commissioner Blofeld attended the Rotary Day of Service event on May 13, 2023.

e Commissioner Ichinaga attended the Tour of Novato Community Fair on May 13, 2023.

o Commissioner Tai spoke at the North Bay Zero Waste Symposium on May 11, 2023 and
continues to participate in state level meetings related to recycled markets development
and upcoming state waste mandates.

G.2 Staff Liaison Reports
Coordinator Schubeck reported that the Single-Use Foodware Ordinance was adopted by the
City Council on May 9, 2023.
H. ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Blofeld and second by Commissioner Yalonis, the
Commission voted 6-0 to adjourn the meeting at 8:04pm

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWNSTONE, ICHINAGA, PASTER, TAI, YALONIS
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BROWN

Motion carried.
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