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Novato Streetscape Committee 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

Monday, May 8, 2023 - 6:00pm 
Meeting held in the Womack Meeting Room, 922 Machin Avenue 

 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 Meeting began at 6:00pm.   

 
Committee Members Present: Nancy Abruzzo (Chair), Marcia Basalla, Virginia Hanna, and Richard 
Hanley (Vice Chair) 

 
Staff Present: Chris Blunk (Public Works Director), Gretchen Schubeck (Sustainability Programs 
Coordinator), and Lyle Waite (Public Works Maintenance Superintendent) 
 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
Moved by Hanna and seconded by Hanley to approve the final agenda.  
 
AYES: Abruzzo, Basalla, Hanna, Hanley 
NOES: None  
ABSENT: Buder, Kozlenko, Benavides 

  
C. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 None 
 

D. CONSENT ITEMS 
D.1 Approve the meeting minutes of March 13, 2023 

 
Moved by Basalla and seconded by Hanna to approve the meeting minutes of March 13, 
2023. 
 
AYES: Abruzzo, Basalla, Hanna, Hanley 
NOES: None  
ABSENT: Buder, Kozlenko, Benavides 
 

E. PROGRAM UPDATES 
E.1        Volunteer Programs 

Team Up to Clean Up 
- The May 6, 2023, clean-up was held along Leafwood Drive and the surrounding areas 

with five volunteers (including staff from the Marin County Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Program) picking up 6 bags of trash. Volunteers noted that there were a 
significant amount of cigarette butts. 

- The June clean-up will be held on Binford Road. 
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F. GENERAL BUSINESS 
F.1 Discuss process to transition Novato Streetscape Committee from a Council 

Committee to a community-based volunteer group 
 - At the March 28, 2023, City Council meeting, the Council voted to dissolve the Novato 

Streetscape Committee to allow it to become a community-based volunteer group. 
- Tonight’s meeting is the last meeting of the Committee. Schubeck will confirm ‘official’ 

Committee dissolution date. 
- As the group will no longer be a Council Committee, the group can re-establish a social 

media presence and website. Schubeck will check to see if City staff may be able to 
provide initial support in the establishment of these community outreach tools. 

- Staff from the Marin County Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program have indicated that 
they are interested in supporting the group’s litter clean-up efforts. 

- The Public Works maintenance division is still not operating at full capacity, and City staff 
recommended that the group focus on litter clean-up efforts over the next few months until 
a new Public Works Maintenance Supervisor is appointed in the fall of 2023.   

- Schubeck offered to research bylaws/ways of working together to support the transition to 
the Committee becoming a community-based volunteer group. 

- The Committee agreed to meet on June 12, 2023, at 6pm. Schubeck will book a meeting 
room and ensure that the elevator and doors are unlocked. 

- It was suggested the City staff put together a list of projects that could be completed by 
volunteers.  

  

G. ADJOURNMENT 
 Moved by Hanna and seconded by Hanley to adjourn the meeting.  

AYES: Abruzzo, Basalla, Hanna, Hanley 
NOES: None  

   ABSENT: Buder, Kozlenko, Benavides 
  
Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm 

  
Adopt-a-Island 
- The Novato High School football team volunteered on Earth Day (4/22/23) to place 

weed mat, cobbles, and mulch on the island noses on the corners of Redwood and 
Olive Avenue. 

- The next phase of the project will include purchasing large concrete planters, engaging 
a contractor to install irrigation for the planters, planting flowers/shrubs in the planters, 
and purchasing/placing ornamental boulders. 

- Schubeck will confirm fund balance for the project and Blunk will confirm whether all 
funding needs to be spent prior to the end of June 2023.  

E.2 Business Landscape Recognition Program 
Moved by Hanna and seconded by Hanley to award a Business Landscape Recognition 
certificate to Our Lady or Loretto.   
 
AYES: Abruzzo, Basalla, Hanna, Hanley 
NOES: None  
ABSENT: Buder, Kozlenko, Benavides 
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