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Complete Streets & Pathways Oversight Committee 
 

Minutes  
 

CITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES  
WOMACK CONFERENCE ROOM - 2nd Floor 

922 MACHIN AVENUE 
NOVATO, CA 94945 

 
Wednesday, May 17, 2023 - 5:30 PM 

 

 

 
A. WELCOME  

A.1 Call to Order, and Roll Call 

Committee: Mark Birnbaum, Meherdad Namiranian, Joakim Osthus, Nestor Schnasse, Ed Schulze, 
Casey Ward, Matthew Leonard, Cynthia Lund 
Absent: Mark Vanderscoff 

            Staff: Chris Blunk, Kenny Jeong, Julie Eichner 
            Guest: David Parisi-Presentation  
 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 

M/S Motion by Ed Schulze to approve Final Agenda as written, seconded by Nestor Schnasse.  

All in Favor, 8-0-1, Mark Birnbaum, Meherdad Namiranian, Joakim Osthus, Nestor Schnasse, Ed 
Schulze, Casey Ward, Matthew Leonard, Cynthia Lund 

 

C. Approve the meeting minutes of January 18, 2023 

M/S Ed moved to approve minutes as modified with the addition of 5.3.4 in last paragraph of section 
E.2. per Casey’s request. Seconded by Joakim. 

All in Favor 8-0-1-Mark Birnbaum, Meherdad Namiranian, Joakim Osthus, Nestor Schnasse, Ed 
Schulze, Casey Ward, Matthew Leonard, Cynthia Lund 

 

D.  GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Patrick from WTB TAM spoke; he had previously provided a handout to the committee and wanted 
to provide more detail. He also wanted to share his support of the upcoming TAM interchange study 
at US 101 and Alameda del Prado, as well as stress to the committee that they have a powerful 
voice in making things happen.  

 

E. GENERAL BUSINESS   
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These items include significant and administrative actions of special interest and will usually include a 
presentation and discussion by the Committee. They will be enacted upon by a separate vote. 

E.1 Receive presentation from Transportation Authority Marin regarding the 101 
Interchange Study at US 101 Alameda Del Prado Study. (TAM) 

Presentation provided by David Parisi that included a project overview, background, timeline, 
goals, and objectives. They studied 12 interchanges overall, 3 were in Novato. Alameda del 
Prado rose to the top as the most in need of work and they will proceed with preparing a 
project initiation document for Caltrans.  

They are seeking to address existing deficiencies, improve operation and safety for vehicles, 
transit users, pedestrians, and bicyclists as well as enhance access from the 101. 

            Specific improvements are to include multimodal connectivity enhancements, sidewalk gap 
closures, ADA compliant curb ramps, separated bikeway and shared use pathways, vehicle 
lane narrowing, tightening up ramp, terminal bus stop enhancement, protected intersection, 
and roundabouts 

There will be public workshops planned for June 2023.  A website will be available as well for 
more information including planned meetings and project updates visit-TAM101study.org  

Ed asked about the timeline- by the end of 2024. TAM will be taking the lead on development.  

 

E.2  Discuss traffic engineering investigation at Novato Blvd./Wilson Ave./Simmons Lane. 
(C. Blunk)  

  Chris and Kenny evaluated this street segment to determine possible remedies related to 
concerns with students riding against the flow of traffic in the bike lane. Existing peak 
conditions were studied as well as traffic counts. This location also has potential for a road 
diet. 

  Some short-term possibilities include an education program at schools and/or the installation 
of wrong way signs. 

  A long-term solution might be to explore the feasibility of adding protected bike facilities on 
Novato Blvd. 

  One committee member asked if the city could do more, staff responded that they felt the  
short term recommendations were appropriate. 

E.3  Annual Pavement Rehabilitation Project Update-List of Streets and Map/s (C. Blunk)  

   Chris reviewed the list of mapped streets that will be included in the next paving rehabilitation 
project. This time around, they will be bundled, and two years’ worth of streets will be 
combined into one year for efficiency but will be two contracts and separate budgets.  

   PCI is used to determine condition and scrub seal and micro surface is applied, then 
restriping, which is a less expensive treatment to maintain the roadway. This prevents 
deteriorating streets and having to do more expensive paving work done later. 

 

E.4       Receive a presentation on the Fiscal Year 23/24 CIP budget update and provide 
feedback to staff for consideration. (C. Blunk) 

  Chris reviewed the 23/24 Capital Improvement budget and provided a comprehensive 
PowerPoint presentation and overview. This is used as a five-year capital improvement 
planning tool. Projects and funding are updated annually through the budget process, and it 
identifies and prioritizes projects based on regulatory mandates, General Plan and Strategic 
plan initiatives, City Council and community input, assessment reports and transition plans 
and capital revenue restrictions.  
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  Outlined were program objectives and goals, planned crosswalk enhancements as well as 
projects of note. 

  The presentation also covered the following topics. 

 Typical CIP project delivery process  

 Capital funding sources by category 

 CIP revenue estimates 

 Proposed new Projects 

 Proposed funding for ongoing projects 

 Other major infrastructure needs. 

 

 
F. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS  
 This section is used for Commissioners and the Staff Liaison to orally report on topics that can be 

considered for discussion at a future meeting 

 

F.1 Next Meeting Date (July 19, 2023) 

Next meeting date of July 19 was confirmed. 

 

G. ADJOURNMENT (7:00 PM – TIME APPROXIMATE) 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 

M/S Schnasse/Schulze All in Favor 8-0-1-Mark Birnbaum, Meherdad Namiranian, Joakim Osthus, 
Nestor Schnasse, Ed Schulze, Casey Ward, Matthew Leonard, Cynthia Lund 
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