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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Sustainability Commission

MINUTES
Thursday, October 19, 2023 - 6:00 pm
Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue, Novato

Chair
Bob Brown

Vice Chair
Chris Yalonis

Members
Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Zach Brownstone, Pablo Paster, and Dhanya Subramanian

Staff Liaison
Gretchen Schubeck

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Commission Chair Brown called the meeting to order at 6:02pm.

Commissioners Present: Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown (Chair), Zach Brownstone, Pablo Paster,
Dhanya Subramanian, and Nicole Tai

Staff Present: Jessica Deakyne, Assistant City Manager and Gretchen Schubeck, Sustainability
Coordinator
B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Blofeld the
Commission voted 6-0-1 to approve the final agenda.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, BROWNSTONE, PASTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: YALONIS

Motion carried.

C. PUBLIC COMMENT
None

D. CONSENT ITEMS

Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Blofeld, the
Commission voted 6-0-1 to approve the meeting minutes of August 17, 2023.
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AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, BROWNSTONE, PASTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: YALONIS

Motion carried.

E. GENERAL BUSINESS
E.1 Workshop: Climate Action Plan Update (Waste & Water)

Climate Action Plan (CAP) consultant Christine O’Rourke presented an overview of
greenhouse gas emissions generated from the waste and water sectors in Novato
(PowerPoint attached).

Following the presentation, Commissioners and members of the public were invited to join
one of three topic-focused tables to review a set of draft waste- and water-related actions
for potential inclusion in the updated CAP.

12 community members, six Commissioners, and three staff members reviewed the
proposed actions and discussed whether to keep the action as proposed, or to modify.
There was also an opportunity to propose new actions.

Table one focused on Waste Prevention, Reduction, Reuse, & Repair and Single-Use
Disposable Items & Packaging; table two on Organic Waste Diversion, Waste, Recycling,
& Organics Infrastructure, and Building Materials; and table three on Potable Water Use
and Recycled Water (Community) and Water Use (Municipal).

The CAP consultant and staff will transcribe feedback provided at the workshop for review
by the Commission at a future meeting.

CONTINUING ITEMS

F.1 Review and Provide Feedback on Revised Proposed Climate Action Plan Energy
Actions

Commissioners agreed to review proposed revisions to the energy actions once they
have been incorporated in the draft updated CAP.

COMMISSIONER AND STAFF LIAISON REPORTS

G.1 Commissioner Reports
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Commissioner Subramanian noted that 350Marin.org is organizing a rally in opposition of
the proposed Costco gas station at Vintage Oaks on November 4.

Commissioner Brown shared that the virtual Marin Green Home Tour will be held on
October 26 starting at 6pm.

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Blofeld, the
Commission voted 6-0-1 to add an agenda item to a future meeting to discuss
recommending that the City Council adopt the County of Marin’s model reach
code related to electric vehicle infrastructure.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, BROWNSTONE, PASTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: YALONIS

Motion carried.
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G.2 Staff Liaison Reports
e Coordinator Schubeck shared that Zero Waste Marin is open to hosting an informational
webinar for jurisdiction staff to discuss both SB 1383 and the foodware ordinance.
H. ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion by Commissioner Subramanian and second by Commissioner
Brownstone, the Commission voted 6-0-1 to adjourn the meeting at 7:45pm.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, BROWNSTONE, PASTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: YALONIS

Motion carried.

Page | 3 Phone No. (415) 899-8900
novato.org Fax No. (415) 899-8213


https://novato.org/

