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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Sustainability Commission

MINUTES
Thursday, February 15, 2024 - 6:00 pm
Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue, Novato

Chair
Bob Brown

Vice Chair
Chris Yalonis

Members
Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Zach Brownstone, Pablo Paster, and Dhanya Subramanian

Staff Liaison
Gretchen Schubeck

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Commission Chair Brown called the meeting to order at 6:02pm.

Commissioners Present: Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown (Chair), Pablo Paster, Nicole Tai, and Chris
Yalonis (Vice Chair)

Staff Present: Jessica Deakyne, Assistant City Manager and Gretchen Schubeck, Sustainability
Coordinator

Others Present: Christine O’Rourke, O’Rourke & Associates

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Péster, the
Commission voted 5-0-2 to approve the final agenda.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, PASTER, TAI, YALONIS
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BROWNSTONE, SUBRAMANIAN

Motion carried.

C. PUBLIC COMMENT
Stella Paster
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D. CONSENT ITEMS

Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Péster, the
Commission voted 5-0-2 to approve the meeting minutes of January 18, 2024.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, PASTER, TAI, YALONIS
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BROWNSTONE, SUBRAMANIAN

Motion carried.

E. GENERAL BUSINESS

E.1

E.2

Presentation — Countywide Building Electrification Plan (PowerPoint attached)

e Brian Reyes, Sustainability Planner with the County of Marin presented an overview of
the Countywide Building Electrification Plan development process to date (now referred
to as the Countywide Building Electrification Roadmap).

e The presentation agenda included:

- An update on the 9™ Circuit ruling and ramifications for all electric reach codes;

- Highlights and findings from workshops with industry, agency, and community
stakeholders;

- Roadmap development timeline; and

- Time for Commissioners to make comments and ask questions.

o Reyes requested that Commissioners and staff share the link to the electrification
survey (opened on 2/16/24) and the draft Roadmap (projected release: 3/25/24)

¢ Reyes also requested that Commissioners and staff reflect on accomplishments to date
in Novato in regard to electrification, and what further work could be done to support
implementation of the Roadmap.

Public Comment

None
Study Session — Draft Climate Action Plan (CAP) Actions (PowerPoint attached)

e Christine O’Rourke presented an overview of the draft CAP actions.

e Commissioners asked questions, provided comments, and agreed to provide final
feedback to Coordinator Schubeck by January 22, 2024, before distribution to internal
and external stakeholders.

e O’Rourke and Schubeck will distribute the draft actions to internal and external
stakeholders and host meetings to receive input over the next few weeks.

e Schubeck will be making a presentation to the City’s Department Head Team on
February 28, 2024 to provide an overview of the CAP update process to date.

Public Comment

Andrea

F. COMMISSIONER AND STAFF LIAISON REPORTS

F.1
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Commissioner Reports

Commissioner Tai shared that the Reuse Alliance is co-hosting a Reuse/Repair Fair in Santa
Rosa on February 17, 2024
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F.2 Staff Liaison Reports

Coordinator Schubeck shared that the Commission’s recommendation that the City Council
consider adopting an electric vehicle infrastructure reach code was included in a recent City
Manager weekly memo sent to all Council members.

G. ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Yalonis, the
Commission voted 5-0-2 to adjourn the meeting at 8:09pm.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, PASTER, TAI, YALONIS
NOES: NONE

ABSENT: BROWNSTONE, SUBRAMANIAN

Motion carried
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