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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Multicultural Advisory Commission

Draft Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 22, 2024

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Meeting called to order by Chair Jacobs at 6:00 pm.
Commissioners present: Pamela Luk, Sophia Osotio, Carlos Solis, Vice Chair Alexandre,
Chair Jacobs
Staff Present: Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services Katie Gauntlett,
Community Services Division Manager Drew Bendickson

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Vice Chair
Alexandre. The Commission voted 5-0-0 to approve the final agenda.

AYES: Luk, Osotio, Solis, Alexandre, Jacobs
NOES: None.
ABSENT: None.

C. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

D. CONSENT ITEMS

D.1 Approve the meeting minutes from March 27, 2024
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Commissioner
Luk. The Commission voted 4-0-0 to approve the meeting minutes of January 24, 2024.

AYES: Luk, Osotio, Solis, Jacobs,
NOES: None.

ABSENT: None.

ABSTAIN: Alexandre

D.2 Approve the meeting minutes from April 24, 2024

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Commissioner
Luk. The Commission voted 4-0-0 to approve the meeting minutes of January 24, 2024.
AYES: Luk, Osotio, Solis, Alexandre

NOES: None.
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ABSENT: None.
ABSTAIN: Jacobs

E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS

E.1 Receive an update from the Ad Hoc Committee on the City’s Pride Flag Raising
Event.

Commissioners Luk and Osotio, members of the Ad Hoc Committee, presented an update on

their outreach efforts for potential speakers at the Pride Flag Raising Ceremony. They

successfully identified three candidates:

1. Matt Nightingale, a pastor, musician, speaker, writer, and spiritual director who has been
working in Novato.

2. Hope Greenleaf, a 17-year-old non-binary poet and activist who uses they/she pronouns.

3. Grace Cosentino, faculty sponsor for the GSA at San Jose Middle School, known for her
dedication to supporting and uplifting LGBTQ+ youth in the community.

After careful consideration, the commission decided that Matt Nightingale and Hope
Greenleaf would be the speakers at the Pride Flag Raising Ceremony as Grace Cosentino
will have the opportunity to speak when she accepts the Pride Proclamation with the Novato
City Council on June 11 and Grace would instead have the honor to raise pride the flag at the
event.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Chair Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner Luk, the
commission voted 5-0-0 to have all three proposed speakers participate in the Pride Flag
Raising Event as follows:

« Matt Nightingale and Hope Greenleaf will deliver speeches at the event.

o Grace Cosentino will be responsible for raising the Pride flag.

AYES: Luk, Osotio, Solis, Alexandre, Jacobs
NOES: None.
ABSENT: None.

F. GENERAL BUSINESS

F.1. Discuss United Against Hate Week Event Opportunities in Alignment with the 2024
Work Plan and Consider Establishing an Ad Hoc Committee

Recreation Division Manager Alexandra Kambur presented the agenda item, asking the
commission to discuss United Against Hate Week event opportunities in alignment with their
2024 Work Plan, which includes continued participation in United Against Hate Week.

Recreation Division Manager Kambur provided background information on United Against
Hate Week, which emerged from a poster campaign created by Bay Area Cities in response
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to white supremacist rallies in 2017. She highlighted the Multicultural Advisory Commission's
previous involvement, which included approving proclamation language for the City Council
to formally recognize the week.

This year, United Against Hate Week will be recognized the week of September 21!, aligning
with the commission's regularly scheduled meeting on September 25t". Manager Kambur
shared an opportunity from Mayor Millberg to host a training on Jewish ldentity and
Antisemitism in partnership with the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) Bay Area.
She provided information about the JCRC's history and their workshop "Understanding
Jewish Identify and Antisemitism," which examines various facets of Jewish identity and how
to respond to antisemitic incidents.

The commission engaged in a thoughtful discussion about the event opportunities. While
interested in the workshop, they expressed a desire to be inclusive of various ethnic and
religious groups and to provide community members with actionable tools to combat hate.
The commission agreed to plan a future event, potentially focusing more on allyship and
affirming shared values.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Commissioner
Luk the commission voted 5-0-0 to establish an Ad Hoc Committee to prepare for an event
on September 25 for United Against Hate. The Ad Hoc Committee will consist of
Commissioner Solis and Chair Jacobs.

AYES: Luk, Osotio, Solis, Alexandre, Jacobs
NOES: None.
ABSENT: None.

F.2. Discuss Indigenous People’s Day Event Opportunities in Alignment with the 2024
Work Plan and Consider Establishing an Ad Hoc Committee

Community Services Division Manager Drew Bendickson presented the agenda item, asking
the commission to discuss Indigenous People's Day event opportunities in alignment with
their 2024 Work Plan, which includes considering an event for this year's Indigenous
Peoples' Day.

Community Services Division Manager Bendickson suggested collaborating with the Marin
Museum of the American Indian to host a multicultural movie night during the commission's
regularly scheduled meeting on October 23, 2024, utilizing the council chambers as a venue
to engage the community.

The commission was enthusiastic about the idea of a movie night in collaboration with the
Marin Museum of the American Indian and agreed to move forward with planning the event.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Chair Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner Osotio
the commission voted 5-0-0 to establish an Ad Hoc Committee to prepare for an event an
Indigenous People’s Day event. The Ad Hoc Committee will consist of Vice Chair Alexandre
and Commissioner Luk.
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AYES: Luk, Osotio, Solis, Alexandre, Jacobs
NOES: None.
ABSENT: None.

G. COMMITTEE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM(S)
None.

H. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS
H.1. Commissioner Reports

Commissioner Osotio shared that applications to join the Fourth of July Parade are posted
online. The commission is also seeking volunteers for the parade. Applications for both are
available at novatoparade.com.

H.2. Staff Liaison Reports

Community Services Division Manager Drew Bendickson informed the commission of several
cultural events and celebrations that the City recognized on social media, as well as
upcoming events.

In March, the City celebrated the legacy of Mexican American labor leader and civil rights
activist Cesar Chavez on March 31st. Chavez was remembered for his dedication to
improving working conditions for labor workers through peaceful protests and contract
negotiations.

The City also acknowledged Passover on April 23, which commemorates the emancipation
of the Israelites from slavery in ancient Egypt. On April 24th, the City observed Genocide
Memorial Day to mourn and remember those who lost their lives between 1915 and 1943.

Community Services Division Manager Bendickson shared that the Museum of the American
Indian hosted a successful event on April 27t, honoring the Coast Miwok past, present, and
future.

In May, the City celebrated Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Month and Jewish American
Heritage Month. On May 5™, Cinco de Mayo was recognized, celebrating the date of the
1862 battle during the Mexican War.

The Downtown Novato Farmers Market officially opened on Tuesday, May 7t and will
continue every Tuesday until October 29th.

Looking ahead, he mentioned that the Hamilton Community Pool is scheduled to open on
May 25™. He also informed the commission that the City’s Pride flag raising ceremony would
be held on June 13t and will issue a Pride Month proclamation on June 11, officially
declaring June as Pride Month in Novato.
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l. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m. by Chair Jacobs.

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Multicultural
Advisory Commission meeting of

| Drew Bendickson/
Drew Bendickson, Community Services Division Manager
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