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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

PLANNING COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes

Monday, June 10, 2024 — 7:00 PM

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Commission Present: Commissioners Crockett, Dawson, Engdahl, Havel, and Tiernan
Commission Absent: Commissioners Derby and Heath

Staff Present: Public Works Director Nick Nguyen & Deputy Community Development
Director Steve Marshall

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Dawson and seconded by
Commissioner Tiernan, the Planning Commission voted 5-0-0-2 via roll call to approve
the final agenda.
AYES: Commissioners Crockett, Dawson, Engdahl, Havel, and Tiernan
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Commissioners Derby and Heath
C. PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE
D. CONSENT ITEMS - NONE
E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS - NONE
F. PUBLIC HEARINGS
F.1. GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY REPORT
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FISCAL YEAR 2024/25
PROPOSED NEW PROJECTS

Pursuant to California Government Code Sections 65401 and 65402, consider
providing a report to the City Council regarding whether three (3) new projects
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proposed as a part of the City’s Capital Improvement Program for Fiscal Year
2024/25 are consistent with the Novato General Plan.

Director Nguyen presented the staff report addressing the Capital Improvement Program for
Fiscal Year 2024/25.
Commissioner Engdahl inquired about the 5-year paving plan.

Director Nguyen described the 5-year paving plan, including 12 streets targeted for a “grind
and pave” treatment. He noted the list of streets is tentative pending review by the Complete
Streets and Pathways Oversight Committee (CSPOC).

The public hearing was opened.

Silke Valentine — Novato resident and member of 350 Marin referenced addressing climate
change by dedicating money to bicycle safety, such as bicycle lane striping. She referenced
various statistics related to greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles in Marin County. She
encouraged bicycle safety improvements to encourage a transportation mode shift from cars
to bicycles.

The public hearing was closed.
Commissioner Tiernan asked Director Nguyen to address Ms. Valentine’s comments.

Director Nguyen stated he agreed with Ms. Valentine’s observations about bicycle safety,
referencing his own experience as a cyclist. He noted CSPOC pays attention to bicycle and
pedestrian safety, including compliance with State law addressing complete streets; state
and federal funding for roadway projects is often contingent on addressing bicycle and
pedestrian safety. For FY 2024/25 he has recommended establishing an annual restriping
project focusing on faded roadway markings, including bicycle lanes. He recommended the
program based on his own 25-mile bicycle ride around Novato.

Commissioner Tiernan asked for an update regarding the Novato Boulevard widening project
between Seventh Street and Diablo Avenue.

Director Nguyen stated the Public Works Department is working with PG&E to fund and
schedule the undergrounding of existing overhead utility lines. This would be the first step
toward starting the widening project. If agreement can be reached with PG&E, the
undergrounding work could begin by the end of 2024.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Tiernan and seconded by
Commissioner Crockett, the Planning Commission voted 5-0-0-2 via roll call to adopt the
draft resolution reporting the City’s Capital Improvement Program for Fiscal Year 2024/25
is consistent with Novato General Plan 2035.

AYES: Commissioners Crockett, Dawson, Engdahl, Havel, and Tiernan
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: Commissioners Derby and Heath
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G. GENERAL BUSINESS - NONE
H. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS

Deputy Director Steve Marshall noted the Planning Commission’s meeting of June 24
might be cancelled.

l. ADJOURNMENT

The Planning Commission adjourned the meeting at 07:25 PM.

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Planning
Commission meeting of July 8, 2024.

/Steve Marshall/
Steve Marshall, Deputy Community Development Director
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