CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

HOUSING AND HOMELESS COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

June 14, 2023 — 5:00pm
Council Chambers
901 Sherman Avenue
Novato, CA

Chair
Jason Sarris

Vice Chair
Elissa Lasserre

Members
Mark Brand
David Fariello
Lucie Hollingsworth
Jennifer Mallow
Will Meecham

Staff Liaison
Sullina Sanchez, Principal Management Analyst

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Meeting called to order by Committee Chair Sarris at 5:00pm
Committee members present: Brand, Fariello, Hollingsworth, Lasserre, Mallow, Meecham, Sarris
Staff present: Principal Management Analyst Sullina Sanchez, Management Analyst | Alison Fletcher

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA
Committee Action: Upon motion by Committee member Lasserre and seconded by Committee
member Mallow, the Committee voted 7-0-0 to approve the final agenda.

AYES: Brand, Fariello, Hollingsworth, Lasserre, Mallow, Meecham, Sarris
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
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C. PUBLIC COMMENT
Eva Chrysanthe, Peter Tiernan

D. CONSENT CALENDAR
D.1 Approve the Meeting Minutes of March 8, 2023
Committee Action: Upon motion by Committee member Hollingsworth and seconded by Vice-Chair
Lasserre, the Committee voted 7-0-0 to approve the final agenda.

AYES: Brand, Fariello, Hollingsworth, Lasserre, Mallow, Meecham, Sarris
NOES: None
ABSENT: None

E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS
None.

F. GENERAL BUSINESS
F.1. Receive an update from the Ad Hoc Committee on the list of Criteria to be applied to
determine whether a person is qualified to occupy a vacant space in the Lee Gerner Park
Temporary Encampment, and approve the Criteria to be provided to the City Council for
consideration and adoption
Principal Management Analyst Sullina Sanchez presented the item. Committee members reviewed
the list of eligibility requirements created by the Ad Hoc Committee, asked questions and provided
feedback. Staff recommended that the Committee approve the list.

Committee Action: Upon motion by Committee member Meecham and seconded by Committee
member Brand, the Committee voted 7-0-0 to approve the list of Criteria to be applied to determine
whether a person is qualified to occupy a vacant space in the Lee Gerner Park Temporary
Encampment and provide the approved Criteria to the City Council for consideration and adoption.

AYES: Brand, Fariello, Hollingsworth, Lasserre, Mallow, Meecham, Sarris
NOES: None
ABSENT: None

F.2. Receive an update on the Application and Eligibility Criteria for the Temporary Camp at
Lee Gerner Park, and provide Staff with feedback

Principal Management Analyst Sullina Sanchez presented the item. Committee members asked
questions and gave feedback to staff. Public Comment made by Bambi Klyse.

F.3. Establish an Ad Hoc Commiittee to draft a Work Plan for the Housing and Homeless
Committee to be brought back to the Committee for consideration

Principal Management Analyst Sullina Sanchez presented the item. Public Comment made by Eva
Chrysanthe, Peter Jared, Bambi Klyse.

Committee Action: Upon motion by Committee member Fariello and seconded by Committee member
Meecham, the Committee voted 7-0-0 to appoint Committee member Fariello to the Ad Hoc
Committee.

AYES: Brand, Fariello, Hollingsworth, Lasserre, Mallow, Meecham, Sarris
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
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Committee Action: Upon motion by Committee member Meecham and seconded by Committee
member Mallow, the Committee voted 7-0-0 to appoint Committee member Meecham to the Ad Hoc
Committee.

AYES: Brand, Fariello, Hollingsworth, Lasserre, Mallow, Meecham, Sarris
NOES: None
ABSENT: None

Committee Action: Upon motion by Committee member Brand and seconded by Committee member
Mallow, the Committee voted 7-0-0 to appoint Committee member Brand to the Ad Hoc Committee.

AYES: Brand, Fariello, Hollingsworth, Lasserre, Mallow, Meecham, Sarris
NOES: None
ABSENT: None

G. COMMITTEE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM(S)

G.1. Proposed Agenda Item — Committee member Fariello: Committee members investigate
and report on homeless strategies elsewhere (e.g. Rohnert Park, Berkeley), advising the
Council on expanding our resources

Committee member Fariello presented the item. Committee members recommended the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Work Plan take this item into consideration when drafting the Work Plan. Public
comment was made by Eva Chrysanthe.

G.2. Proposed Agenda Item — Committee member Meecham: Explore the feasibility of using
land at Hamilton for classroom training and interim shelter to promote transition to permanent
housing

Committee member Meecham presented the item. Committee members recommended the Ad Hoc
Committee for the Work Plan take this item into consideration when drafting the Work Plan. Public
comments were made by Bambi Klyse and Eva Chrysanthe.

G.3. Proposed Agenda Item — Committee member Sarris: Creation of an Ad Hoc Committee - to
research temporary housing and encampment options used in other Counties and identify
funding streams

Chair Sarris presented the item. Committee members discussed how there might be overlap between
the Committees’ duties with programs already operating in other jurisdictions. No formal action was
taken by the Committee. Public Comment was made by Eva Chrysanthe.

G.4. Proposed Agenda Item — Committee member Sarris: Creation of an Ad Hoc Committee - to
conduct a survey for Novato’s unhoused population

Chair Sarris presented the item. Committee members discussed potential confidentiality concerns
and asked staff for guidance regarding the availability of staff time and other city resources. No formal
action was taken by the Committee. Public Comment was made by Eva Chrysanthe and Bambi

Klyse.

H. COMMITTEE AND LIASON REPORTS
Principal Management Analyst Sullina Sanchez updated the Committee on Lee Gerner Park, the
Master Parks Plan Survey, and upcoming City-sponsored events. Chair Sarris informed staff of efforts
to educate the public about homelessness, specifically at the weekly downtown Farmers’ Market.
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ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 6:47pm.

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Housing and
Homeless Committee meeting of September 13, 2023.

[Alison Fletcher/
Alison Fletcher, Management Analyst |

HO0E08

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, NextDoor & Nixle
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