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Sustainability Commission 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, August 29, 2024 - 6:00 pm 

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue, Novato 
 
 

Chair 
    Bob Brown    

 
Vice Chair 

Chris Yalonis 
 

Members 
Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Julia Owens, Pablo Downer Päster, and Dhanya Subramanian 

 
Staff Liaison 

Gretchen Schubeck 
 

 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 Commission Chair Brown called the meeting to order at 6:04pm.  
  

Commissioners Present: Bob Brown (Chair), Zach Brownstone, Pablo Downer Päster, Dhanya 
Subramanian, Nicole Tai, and Chris Yalonis (Vice Chair) 

 
Staff Present: Jessica Deakyne, Assistant City Manager, and Gretchen Schubeck, Sustainability 
Coordinator 

Others Present: Christine O’Rourke, O’Rourke & Associates 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
 Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Downer Päster, the 

Commission voted 7-0-1 to approve the final agenda. 
 AYES: BROWN, OWENS, DOWNER PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONIS  
 NOES: NONE   
 ABSENT: BLOFELD 
 
 Motion carried. 

C. PUBLIC COMMENT  
  None 
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D. CONSENT ITEMS 
 Upon a motion of Commissioner Downer Päster and second by Commissioner 

Subramanian, the Commission voted 7-0-1-1 to approve the meeting minutes of May 
16, 2024. 

 AYES: BROWN, DOWNER PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONIS  
 NOES: NONE   
 ABSTAIN: OWENS 
 ABSENT: BLOFELD 
   
 Motion carried. 

  E. GENERAL BUSINESS 
  

E.1 Student Commissioner Introduction 
• Sustainability Coordinator Schubeck introduced new Student Commissioner, Julia 

Owens. 
• Commissioner Owens is representing San Marin High School, and her term runs 

through June 30, 2025. 

 

E.2 Appointment of FY 2024/25 Chair and Vice-Chair 
Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Yalonis, the 
Commission voted 7-0-1 to appoint Commissioner Subramanian Chair of the 
Commission. 
AYES: BROWN, OWENS, DOWNER PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONIS 
NOES: NONE   
ABSENT: BLOFELD 

   
Motion carried. 

Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Brown, the 
Commission voted 7-0-1 to appoint Commissioner Downer Päster Vice Chair of the 
Commission. 
AYES: BROWN, OWENS, DOWNER PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONIS
  
NOES: NONE   
ABSENT: BLOFELD 

   
Motion carried. 

 

E.3 Presentation: Final Climate Action Plan Actions and Preliminary Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions Reduction Calculations (PowerPoint attached) 
 
• Climate Action Plan Consultant Christine O’Rourke presented the final Climate 

Action Plan actions and preliminary greenhouse gas emissions reduction 
calculations. 

• Commissioner Brown noted that a previously discussed action related to identifying 
and prioritizing bicycle and micromobility projects with the greatest potential for 
reductions in vehicle miles traveled was not listed in the ‘Bicycling and Micromobility’ 
actions. 

 

 

https://novato.org/


 

 
Page | 3  Phone No. (415) 899-8900 
 novato.org Fax No. (415) 899-8213 
   

 

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Downer 
Päster, the Commission voted 7-0-1 to recommend including an action related to 
identifying and prioritizing bicycle and micromobility projects with the greatest 
potential for reductions in vehicle miles traveled. 
AYES: BROWN, OWENS, DOWNER PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONI  
NOES: NONE   
ABSENT: BLOFELD 

   
Motion carried. 
 
Upon a motion of Commissioner Downer Päster and second by Commissioner 
Brown, the Commission voted 7-0-1 to recommend that the Climate Action Plan 
greenhouse gas emissions reduction target be set at 40% below 1990 emissions 
levels by the year 2030. 
AYES: BROWN, OWENS, DOWNER PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONIS 
NOES: NONE   
ABSENT: BLOFELD 

   
Motion carried. 
 

F. CONTINUING ITEMS 
F.1 Discuss Joint Meeting of Marin Sustainability & Climate Commissions /Committees 

Commissioner Brown has connected with several members of other Marin Sustainability & 
Climate Commissions/Committees about hosting a joint meeting in October and there is 
broad support. Commissioners Brown, Downer Päster, and Yalonis are interested in 
participating in the meeting. 

F. COMMISSIONER AND STAFF LIAISON REPORTS 
F.1 Commissioner Reports 

No updates 
F.2 Staff Liaison Reports 

• Coordinator Schubeck shared that initial data collection for the Sustainability Dashboard 
is complete, and staff is confirming the preferred platform to visualize the information.  

• Coordinator Schubeck noted that the County of Marin is hosting an ‘Electrification Career 
Fair’ on Saturday, September 14 at the County Fairgrounds. 

  
H. ADJOURNMENT 
  

Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Downer Päster, the 
Commission voted 7-0 to adjourn the meeting at 8:00pm. 
AYES: BROWN, OWENS, DOWNER PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONIS 
NOES: NONE   
ABSENT: BLOFELD 

 
Motion carried 
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