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Sustainability Commission 
MINUTES 

Thursday, May 16, 2024 - 6:00 pm 
Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue, Novato 

 
 

Chair 
Bob Brown 

 
Vice Chair 

Chris Yalonis 
 

Members 
Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Zach Brownstone, Pablo Päster, and Dhanya Subramanian 

 
Staff Liaison 

Gretchen Schubeck 
 

 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 Commission Chair Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.  
  

Commissioners Present: Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown (Chair), Zach Brownstone, Pablo Päster, 
Dhanya Subramanian, Nicole Tai, and Chris Yalonis (Vice Chair) 

 
Staff Present: Jessica Deakyne, Assistant City Manager and Gretchen Schubeck, Sustainability 
Coordinator 

Others Present: Christine O’Rourke, O’Rourke & Associates 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
 Upon a motion of Commissioner Subramanian and second by Commissioner Päster, 

the Commission voted 7-0 to approve the final agenda. 
 AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, BROWNSTONE, PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONIS  
 NOES: NONE   
 
 Motion carried. 

C. PUBLIC COMMENT  
  Silke Valentine 

D. CONSENT ITEMS 
 Upon a motion of Commissioner Blofeld and second by Commissioner Päster, the 

Commission voted 7-0 to approve the meeting minutes of April 18, 2024. 
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 AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, BROWNSTONE, PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONIS  
 NOES: NONE  
   
 Motion carried. 

 E. CONTINUING ITEMS 
E.1 Review FY 2023/24 Workplan Progress and Discuss FY 2024/25 Goals  

• Commissioners reviewed and discussed workplan progress for FY 2023/24. 
• Commissioners also discussed goals for FY 2024/25. 
• Sustainability Coordinator Schubeck will prepare a draft FY 2024/25 Commission 

Workplan for review and adoption at the next Commission meeting.  

E.2 Subcommittee Updates  
• There are currently three subcommittees, with membership as below: 

- Funding Subcommittee (Tai, Päster, and Yalonis) 
- Stakeholders Analysis & Community Engagement (Brownstone, Tai, and Yalonis) 
- Sustainability & Climate Action Analysis & Prioritization (Brown, Gleeson, and 

Yalonis) 

F. COMMISSIONER AND STAFF LIAISON REPORTS 
F.1 Commissioner Reports 

• Commissioner Brown noted that he has discussed the idea of a joint meeting with other 
Marin Sustainability & Climate Commission/Committees with Fairfax Climate Action 
Committee member Jody Timms.  

• Commissioner Yalonis shared that VenturePad will be hosting Rising Sun’s ‘Green House 
Calls’ summer cohort at their San Rafael site 

F.2 Staff Liaison Reports 
• Coordinator Schubeck noted that she is continuing to work with internal stakeholders to 

finalize the draft CAP actions, so that O’Rourke and Associates can complete the GHG 
emission reduction calculations.  

  
H. ADJOURNMENT 
  

Upon a motion of Commissioner Blofeld and second by Commissioner Yalonis, the 
Commission voted 7-0 to adjourn the meeting at 7:30pm. 

 AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, BROWNSTONE, PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONIS  
 NOES: NONE  
 

Motion carried 
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