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Complete Streets & Pathways Oversight Committee 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
TRAINING ROOM 

909 MACHIN AVENUE 
NOVATO, CA 94945 

 
Wednesday, September 18, 2024 - 5:30 PM-7:00 PM 

 
A. Welcome 

 

 A.1 Call to Order, and Roll Call 

             The meeting was called to order at 5:30pm.  

Committee: Mark Birnbaum, Nestor Schnasse, Ed Schulze, Joakim Osthus, Meherdad    
Namiranian, Casey Ward, Mark Vanderscoff 

           Staff: Nick Nguyen, Kenny Jeong, Elisa Sarlatte, Julie Eichner 

 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 

Committee Action: Motion by Ed Schulze to approve agenda as written. Seconded by Nestor 
Schnasse  

Voted:7-0-0-0 

AYES: Mark Birnbaum, Nestor Schnasse, Ed Schulze, Joakim Osthus, Meherdad Namiranian, 
Casey Ward, Mark Vanderscoff 

  NOES: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

 

C. Approve the meeting minutes of March 20, 2024, Meeting (July Meeting Cancelled) 

Committee Action: Joakim, commented that the word “stress” to level of traffic on minutes under 
Future Topics segment, was left out. 

Nestore Schnasse seconded with the amended change. 

Voted:7-0-0-0 

AYES: Mark Birnbaum, Nestor Schnasse, Ed Schulze, Joakim Osthus, Meherdad Namiranian, 
Casey Ward, Mark Vanderscoff 

  NOES: None 

ABSTAIN: None 
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D. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
  
A member of the public spoke to Kenny previously and had concerns with Novato Blvd and Grant 
offered suggestions about bike lane and merging sooner on Novato Blvd. Ed mentioned Safe 
Routes to School and concerns with the crosswalk at Indian Valley and Arthur intersection.  

 

E. GENERAL BUSINESS   
  These items include significant and administrative actions of special interest and will usually include           
a presentation and discussion by the Committee. They will be enacted upon by a separate vote. 

  E.1.  SMART Multi Use Pathway and Lighting Discussion/Feedback 

   Mark B. was at a recent TAM meeting where SMART presented and highlighted various 
segments under construction, and in various stages of design; not all are fully funded.  

   Segments in Novato include State Access to Hamilton Bel Marin Keys, Hannah Ranch to 
Vintage Oaks, Rowland/Vintage Way north to Novato Sutter Health, and Grant Ave. to 
downtown Smart Station to Rush Creek Place.   

  Mark mentioned the gaps (orphan path Frosty Lane to Hannah Ranch as well as the path 
behind Sutter health) He has concerns about the lack of lighting which he presented to 
SMART and asked if it would be part of the plan; he was told no. Joakim agreed with the 
concern as did Nestor.  

  Casey asked if they could formally submit a request regarding lighting on any pathway built in 
the city. Nick spoke about standards. It was asked if we could hold them accountable for 
lighting. Nick suggested they make a recommendation, as a body, and we can forward that to 
them for consideration. 

   Casey made a motion, that we formally submit, that SMART train include in their design, that 
they follow NACTO standards for Class I pathways and vis a vis pay attention to the lights in 
the portions. If not included in the standards we highly urge them to do it for the safety of our 
residents. It was seconded by Mark V. 

            Voted:7-0-0-0  

            AYES: Mark Birnbaum, Nestor Schnasse, Ed Schulze, Joakim Osthus, Meherdad Namiranian 

             Casey Ward, Mark Vanderscoff 

              NOES: None 

            ABSTAIN: None 

  

 E.2   Marin Sonoma Bike Share Program 

   Kenny provided a PowerPoint presentation about a 2-year bike share, pilot program called 
Redwood Bikeshare. The program is app based and would consist of E-bikes in various 
locations in docked hubs. The user would need the app and be 18 or over to access; fee 
structure is based on use. There would be 5 bikes per hub and the geofencing of the hubs is 
GPS enabled and users are charged once outside of hub; there is no plugging in required. 
There are 8 locations being proposed in both the north and south end of Novato including the 
SMART stations in San Marin, Downtown and Hamilton as well as 3 along Grant Ave. at 5th, 
Machin and Redwood and lastly Bel Marin Keys and Marin MOCA. The concentration of 
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locations on Grant Ave. was brought up. We can provide feedback back to TAM as the hubs 
are easy to relocate based on use. 

    

 E.3 CIP Status Newly Adopted Projects 

   Elisa provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding current CIP projects and how we are 
incorporating the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master plan which was adopted on June 13, 2023.  

  Novato Blvd Widening Project-Ongoing, project will include drainage, sidewalks, bike lanes, 
landscaping, undergrounding utilities etc. It is a bit delayed due to PG& E undergrounding. 
Hoping to move forward in Jan 2025.  

   Annual Pavement Rehabilitation- -Will include concrete smoothing and shaving of trip 
hazards as well as installing curb ramps and bring existing ones up to compliance. Streets will 
also be assessed for: locations to add bike lanes, where existing bike lanes can be improved 
and or updates and where sidewalk gaps can be closed. 

   Olive Ave (between Redwood and Railroad)- Will include widening, adding bike lanes, 
sidewalk and undergrounding utilities. Anticipated construction to start in fall 2025. 

   Novato Blvd. San Marin & Sutro- Will include adding sidewalks, bulb outs, improve existing 
multi-use path on Sutro, and add ramps and crosswalks at Michelle Circle. 

   Novato Blvd, Diablo to Grant-Utilize a complete streets concept including sidewalk, bike 
lanes, clean water, signal improvements, PG&E undergrounding, drainage and paving. 

   Grant Ave Bridge Rehabilitation-includes widening the bridge, adding bike lanes, upgrading 
crosswalks, and striping. Anticipated completion early 2025. 

   

 E.4 Traffic Engineering Updates-Kenny Jeong  

    Kenny provided traffic engineering updates to the committee which included: 

    He is working on updates to speed limits for 2024;15 roadway segments were reviewed 

Also Coordinating with PD on an educational program related to new crosswalk daylighting        

law.  

Continues to provide support for CIP projects as well as work related to various citizen 

requests.  
 

 E.5   Future Topics- 

  Casey suggested we add Class IV lanes into discussion for future CIP as well as Safe Routes 
to School review 

  

                     COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS  
   This section is used for Commissioners and the Staff Liaison to orally report on topics that can       

be considered for discussion at a future meeting. 

          Casey will attend the Safe Routes committee meeting tomorrow; will reveal maps and design he    
can share with the committee next time 

          F.1    Next Meeting Date Nov 20, 2024) 

Next meeting date of November 20, 2024, was confirmed. Joakim moved to adjourn Nestor    
Seconded, All in favor.  

        Voted:7-0-0-0 
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AYES: Mark Birnbaum, Nestor Schnasse, Ed Schulze, Joakim Osthus, Meherdad Namiranian, 
Casey Ward, Mark Vanderscoff 

  NOES: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

 

 

F. ADJOURNMENT (7:00 PM – TIME APPROXIMATE) 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:08pm 
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