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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Multicultural Advisory Commission
Agenda
Wednesday, January 22, 2025 - 6:00 PM

Novato City Hall
Council Chambers, 901 Sherman Ave

Chair
Cliff Jacobs

Vice Chair
Chandra Alexandre

Members

Pamela Luk, Vladimir Matviishin, Sophia Osotio,
Allison Skinner, Carlos Solis, Sloan Takeuchi-Ross

Staff Liaisons
Drew Bendickson

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this
meeting, please contact the City Clerk at (415) 899-8986. Notification at least 48 hours prior to the meeting
will enable the City to make reasonable accommodation to help ensure accessibility to this meeting. The
Multicultural Advisory Commission may discuss and/or take action on any or all of the items listed on the
agenda irrespective of how the agenda items are described.

Public Participation/Comment Instructions

Members of the Public may participate and provide public comments to meetings as follows:

e  Written public comments may be submitted by email to mac@novato.org Written public comments
received more than 3 hours before the start of the meeting will be distributed to the Commission.
Written public comment received after the three-hour cut-off, including during and after the meeting,
will be collected and placed in the public record. Written public comments will not be read during the

meeting.

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
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APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

PUBLIC COMMENT
There is a three-minute time limit to speak although the Chair may shorten the time based on the
number of speakers or other factors. A speaker may not yield his or her time to another speaker.

For issues raised during Public Comment that are not on the published agenda, except as otherwise

provided under the Ralph M. Brown Act, no action can legally be taken. The Commission may direct that
the item be referred to the Staff Liaison for action or may schedule the item on a subsequent agenda.

CONSENT ITEMS

All matters listed on the Consent Item are considered to be routine and will be enacted by a single vote
of the Commission. There will be no separate discussion unless specific items are removed from the
Consent Item for separate discussion and action. Any Commissioner may remove an item from the
Consent Item and place it under General Business for discussion.

D.1 Approve the meeting minutes from August 28, 2024

D.2 Approve the meeting minutes from September 25, 2024

D.3 Approve the meeting minutes from October 23, 2024

UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS

GENERAL BUSINESS
These items include significant and administrative actions of special interest and will usually include a
presentation and discussion by the Commission. They will be enacted upon by a separate vote.

F.1. Elections of Chair and Vice Chair

F.2. Review progress of the 2024 Multicultural Advisory Commission Work Plan and
discuss goals and objectives for the 2025 Work Plan

F.3. Discuss Diversity Day Event and Provide Staff with Event & Theme Direction

COMMITTEE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM(S)

This section is used for Commissioners to orally report on topics that can be considered for discussion at
a future meeting. ltems must have been sent to staff 10 calendar days prior to the meeting to be
included in the agenda.

None.

COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS
This section is for Commissioners and Staff Liaisons to provide oral updates as related to the
commission

H.1. Commissioner Reports
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H.2. Staff Liaison Reports

. ADJOURNMENT

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
I, Drew Bendickson, certify that on the Wednesday before the Multicultural Advisory Commission
meeting of January 22, 2025 the agenda was posted on the City Community Service Board at
922 Machin Avenue and on the City’s website at novato.org in Novato, California.

/Drew Bendickson/
Drew Bendickson, Community Services Division Manager

HO0E0E

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, NextDoor & Nixle
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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Multicultural Advisory Commission

Draft Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, August 28, 2024

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Meeting called to order by Chair Cliff Jacobs at 6:00 pm.
Commissioners present: Buchignani, Jacobs, Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Solis
Commissioners absent: Alexandre, Matviishin
Staff Present: Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services Katie Gauntlett,
Community Services Division Manager Drew Bendickson, Recreation Division Manager
Alexandra Kambur

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Solis and seconded by Commissioner
Luk the Commission voted 6-0-2 to approve the final agenda.
AYES: Buchignani, Jacobs, Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Solis
NOES: None.
ABSENT: Alexandre, Matviishin

C. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

D. CONSENT ITEMS

D.1 Approve the meeting minutes from June 26, 2024

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Commissioner
Skinner the Commission voted 6-0-2 to approve the meeting minutes of June 26, 2024.
AYES: Buchignani, Jacobs, Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Solis

NOES: None.

ABSENT: Alexandre, Matviishin

E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS
None.

F. GENERAL BUSINESS
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F.1. Receive a Presentation on the Brown Act from Laura McDowall, City Clerk

City Clerk Laura McDowall provided an overview of the Brown Act. The presentation covered
requirements for agenda posting, noting that regular meetings require 72 hours advance
notice. McDowall explained public participation requirements and the importance of
transparency in government operations. She detailed meeting definitions and guidelines,
including restrictions on serial meetings and communication protocols. The presentation
concluded with an explanation of the chairperson's role and commission responsibilities.

F.2. Receive a Presentation from Barry Smail on the Novato Historical Guild's Family
History Day in October and Consider Approving the Multicultural Advisory
Commission's Participation in the Event

Barry Smail presented information about the upcoming Family History Day event scheduled
for October 26, 2024. The event will run from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM with setup beginning at
7:30 AM. The event will feature multiple canopies and educational activities related to the
city's history. The Commission was invited to participate with an informational table.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Commissioner
Skinner the Commission voted 6-0-2 to participate and host a table at the Historical Guild's
Family History Day event on October 26, 2024.

AYES: Buchignani, Jacobs, Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Solis
NOES: None.
ABSENT: Alexandre, Matviishin

F.3. Receive an Update from the Ad Hoc Committee for the United Against Hate Week
Event and Consider Approving Final Event Format

The Ad Hoc Committee presented their proposed event format for United Against Hate
Week. The event will run for 90 minutes and include a youth performance of "You've Got to
Be Carefully Taught." The program will feature a panel discussion with four community
speakers and one alternate. Speakers will address four prepared questions about diversity
and inclusion. Commissioner Luk was selected as the event moderator.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Chair Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner Luk, the
Commission voted 6-0-2 to approve the 90-minute event format, four speakers plus one
alternate to be selected by Ad Hoc Committee, Commissioner Luk as event moderator, and
the event flyer with modifications to be finalized by staff and Ad Hoc Committee.

AYES: Buchignani, Jacobs, Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Solis
NOES: None.
ABSENT: Alexandre, Matviishin

F.4. Receive an Update from the Ad Hoc Committee for the October Indigenous
Peoples' Day Event and Consider Approving the Ad Hoc's Proposed Final Event
Format, Film Selection, Q&A questions, and draft event flyer.

The Ad Hoc Committee recommended screening "Against the Current," a 26-minute film
about Native American teen activism, followed by a Q&A session with a museum of the

Page | 2 Phone No. (415) 899-8900
novato.org Fax No. (415) 899-8213


https://novato.org/

American Indian representative. The committee prepared five discussion questions focusing
on Indigenous representation in media.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Luk and seconded by Commissioner
Solis, the Commission voted 6-0-2 to approve the film selection of "Against the Current," the
Q&A format and discussion questions and authorized the event flyer to be finalized by staff
and Ad Hoc Committee.

AYES: Buchignani, Jacobs, Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Solis
NOES: None.
ABSENT: Alexandre, Matviishin

F.5. Review and Consider Approving a Proclamation for Novato City Council to
Present at Their Meeting on September 24, in Recognition of September 21-27, 2024 as
United Against Hate Week

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Commissioner
Buchignani, the Commission voted 6-0-2 to approve the proclamation for presentation at the
September 24, 2024, City Council meeting.

AYES: Buchignani, Jacobs, Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Solis

NOES: None.
ABSENT: Alexandre, Matviishin

F.6. Review and Consider Approving a Proclamation for Novato City Council to
Present at Their Meeting on October 22, in Recognition of October 2024 as Bullying
Prevention Month

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Luk and seconded by Commissioner
Solis, the Commission voted 6-0-2 to approve the proclamation with verification of statistics
for presentation at the October 22, 2024, City Council meeting.

AYES: Buchignani, Jacobs, Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Solis

NOES: None.
ABSENT: Alexandre, Matviishin

G. COMMITTEE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM(S)
None.

H. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS
H.1. Commissioner Reports
None.

H.2. Staff Liaison Reports
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Community Services Division Manager Drew Bendickson reported that Novato Parks,
Recreation and Community Services staff are working on finalizing details for the Dia de los
Muertos event scheduled for Saturday, November 2. He requested the Commission's
assistance in promoting the event and noted that staff would email a request for volunteer
support once more details were finalized.

Community Services Division Manager Bendickson also informed the Commission that the
October meeting featuring the Indigenous Peoples' Day event would be their final meeting for
2024, as the November and December meetings will be cancelled due to their proximity to
the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. The Commission will reconvene in the new year
on January 22, 2025.

D. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Multicultural
Advisory Commission meeting of

/Drew Bendickson/
Drew Bendickson, Community Services Division Manager
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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Multicultural Advisory Commission

Draft Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, September 25, 2024

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Meeting called to order by Chair Jacobs at 6:00 pm.
Commissioners present: Buchignani, Jacobs, Luk, Osotio, Solis
Commissioenrs absent: Alexandre, Matviishin, Skinner
Staff Present: Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services Katie Gauntlett,
Recreation Division Manager Alexandra Kambur, Community Services Division
Manager Drew Bendickson

B. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

C. GENERAL BUSINESS

C.1. Speaker Panel and United Against Hate Week Event
United Against Hate Week event held.

D. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm.

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Multicultural
Advisory Commission meeting of

| Drew Bendickson/
Drew Bendickson, Community Services Division Manager

Page | 1 Phone No. (415) 899-8900
novato.org Fax No. (415) 899-8213


https://novato.org/

274

<

CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Multicultural Advisory Commission

Draft Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, October 23, 2024

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Meeting called to order by Chair Jacobs at 6:00 pm.
Commissioners present: Buchignani, Jacobs, Luk, Osotio, Solis
Commissioenrs absent: Alexandre, Matviishin, Skinner
Staff Present: Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services Katie Gauntlett,
Recreation Division Manager, Alexandra Kambur, Community Services Division Manager
Drew Bendickson, Assistant City Manager Jessica Deakyne

B. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

C. GENERAL BUSINESS

C.1. Indigenous Peoples’ Day Event
Indigenous Peoples’ Day event held.

D. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm.

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Multicultural
Advisory Commission meeting of

| Drew Bendickson/
Drew Bendickson, Community Services Division Manager
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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

MULTICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMISSION
2024 GOALS/ACCOMPLISHMENTS
& 2025 WORK PLAN




COMMISSION MEMBERS

Chandra Alexandre
Pamela Luk

Cliff Jacobs
Vladimir Matviishin
Sophia Osotio
Allison Skinner
Carlos Solis

Sloan Takeuchi-Ross




HISTORY OF MAC

* Created in 2000 as the Multicultural
Oversight Committee, the Multicultural
Advisory Commission is a Council-appointed
group of community leaders.

* Council revised the Commission in 2019 &
increased membership back to 7

*In 2021, Council revised the Commission
membership from 7 to 9




MISSION STATEMENT

The Novato Multicultural Advisory Commission will act as a
catalyst to encourage respect, understanding, and inclusion
of all of Novato’s diversity. The Commission seeks to enrich
the lives of the community through courageous
interpersonal dialogue, and strives to build a safe and strong
community through group and individual interaction as well
as outreach, activities, and education.
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2024 WORK PLAN GOALS

Continue branded promotion of meetings to encourage participation

In concert with the Ad Hoc Community Engagement committee, we will
create a 2024 social media calendar and identify partner organizations to
celebrate, educate, and acknowledge multicultural holidays

Continued events and participation for 2024 (PRIDE, Diversity Day, Bullying
Prevention Month, and United Against Hate Week)

Consider events for 2024 (Dia de los Muertos, Indigenous Peoples’ Day,
and consider holding an equity forum)

Consider hosting a multicultural movie night event in a local park, funded
through community partnerships and sponsorships to help promote the
commission

ITY OF NOVAT
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2024 WORK PLAN ACCOMPLISHMENTS

v/
v/
v/
v/
v

Continued branded promotion of meetings to encourage participation and community
engagement

Participated in successful cultural celebrations including Pride Flag-Raising Ceremony and Dia De
Los Muertos Event

Organized "Celebrating Youth Voices" diversity day event and participated in Novato Historical
Guild’s Family History Day event

Participated in Bullying Prevention Month and organized United Against Hate Week
proclamations and community event

Strengthened partnerships through Indigenous Peoples’' Day film screening with Museum of the
American Indian




2025 WORK PLAN GOALS

Continue branded promotion of meetings and community
engagement initiatives

Continue Diversity Day Event programming and participation
Support Pride month activities including the flag-raising
ceremony

Support Bullying Prevention Month and United Against Hate
Week through proclamations and potential community event
Help foster cultural celebrations through partnerships and
participation in Indigenous Peoples' Day and Dia De Los
Muertos events

'@ CITY OF NOVAT
LIFORNI

) o
¥ c A RN I A
6



QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS
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