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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

PLANNING COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes

Monday, December 16, 2024 — 7:00 PM

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Commission Present: Commissioners Dawson, Derby, Engdahl, Havel, and Heath
Commission Absent: Commissioners Crockett and Tiernan

Staff Present: Deputy Community Development Director Steve Marshall, Senior Planner
Vivek Damodaran and Principal Planner Michael Smith.

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Derby and seconded by
Commissioner Dawson, the Planning Commission voted 5-0-0-2 via roll call to approve the
final agenda.

AYES: Commissioners Derby, Dawson, Engdahl, Havel, and Heath
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: Commissioners Crockett and Tiernan

C. PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE

D. CONSENT ITEMS
D.1. Approve Meeting Minutes of November 18, 2024
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Dawson and seconded by
Commissioner Engdahl, the Planning Commission voted 5-0-0-2 via roll call to approve
the meeting minutes of November 18, 2024.
AYES: Commissioners Derby, Dawson, Engdahl, Havel, and Heath
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Commissioners Crockett and Tiernan
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E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS - NONE
F. PUBLIC HEARINGS

F.1. GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH (FILE No. P2022-114)
MASTER PLAN, PRECISE DEVELOPMENT PLAN & DESIGN REVIEW;
CEQA EXEMPT: CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 15183
APNs 160-150-03 & 160-920-24; 1110 HIGHLAND DRIVE

PUBLIC HEARING AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDING THE
CITY COUNCIL: (1) ADOPT FINDINGS AND DETERMINE THAT NO FURTHER
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW IS REQUIRED PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY ACT (CEQA) GUIDELINES SECTION 15183; (2) APPROVE A MASTER PLAN; AND, (3)
APPROVE A PRECISE DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND DESIGN REVIEW ACKNOWLEDGING THE
EXISTING OPERATION OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH,
ASSOCIATED EXISTING WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES, AND ADDRESSING
PROPOSED BUILDING ADDITIONS AND SITE IMPROVEMENTS

Senior Planner Vivek Damodaran presented the staff report.

Commissioner Derby inquired about the required duration for the on-site notification sign for the
project.

Senior Planner Damodaran responded that the sign was installed prior to the design review workshop
and the sign can be removed following a decision on the project entitlements by City Council.

Chair Havel opened the public comment portion of the meeting.

Father John from the Nativity of Christ Greek Orthodox Church, observed that the church has
maintained a good relationship with the surrounding neighborhood and has generally received
positive feedback regarding the project.

No members of the public were present for the meeting.
Chair Havel closed the public comment portion of the meeting.

Chair Havel expressed that he agreed with staff's recommendation on the project and believed that
the requested entitlements and project were straightforward.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Derby and seconded by
Commissioner Dawson, the Planning Commission voted 5-0-0-2 via roll call to adopt the
draft CEQA resolution for the Nativity of Christ Greek Orthodox Church at 1110 Highland
Drive (APNs 160-150-03 & 160-920-24).

AYES: Commissioners Dawson, Derby, Engdahl, Havel, and Heath
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: Commissioners Crockett and Tiernan

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Dawson and seconded by
Commissioner Derby, the Planning Commission voted 5-0-0-2 via roll call to adopt the draft
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resolution approving the master plan for the Nativity of Christ Greek Orthodox Church at
1110 Highland Drive (APNs 160-150-03 & 160-920-24).

AYES: Commissioners Dawson, Derby, Engdahl, Havel, and Heath
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: Commissioners Crockett and Tiernan

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Engdahl and seconded by
Commissioner Heath, the Planning Commission voted 5-0-0-2 via roll call to adopt the draft
resolution approving a precise development plan and design review for the Nativity of
Christ Greek Orthodox Church at 1110 Highland Drive (APNs 160-150-03 & 160-920-24).

AYES: Commissioners Dawson, Derby, Engdahl, Havel, and Heath
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: Commissioners Crockett and Tiernan

G. GENERAL BUSINESS

Deputy Community Development Director Marshall recognized that the City has hired a
new Principal Planner, Michael Smith, to join the Planning Division to manage the current
Planning team.

H. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS

Deputy Community Development Director Marshall noted the Commission upcoming
meetings in January.

l. ADJOURNMENT

The Planning Commission adjourned the meeting at 7:20 PM.

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Planning
Commission meeting of January 27, 2025.

/Steve Marshall/
Steve Marshall, Deputy Community Development Director
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