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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Sustainability Commission

MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, October 17, 2024 - 6:00 pm
Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue, Novato

Chair
Dhanya Subramanian

Vice Chair
Pablo Downer Paster

Members
Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Julia Owens, Nicole Tai, and Chris Yalonis

Staff Liaison
Gretchen Schubeck

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

Commissioner Vice Chair Downer Paster called the meeting to order at 6:02pm.

Commissioners Present: Bob Brown, Pablo Downer Paster (Vice Chair), Dhanya Subramanian
(Chair) from 6:10pm, Nicole Tai, and Chris Yalonis.

Staff Present: Jessica Deakyne, Assistant City Manager, and Gretchen Schubeck, Sustainability
Coordinator.

Others Present: Christine O’Rourke, O’Rourke & Associates (via Zoom).

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

Upon a motion of Commissioner Yalonis and second by Commissioner Brown, the
Commission voted 5-0-2 to approve the final agenda.

AYES: BROWN, DOWNER PASTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONIS
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BLOFELD, OWENS

Motion carried.

C. PUBLIC COMMENT

Piper Primrose
Silke Valentine
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D. CONSENT ITEMS

Upon a motion of Commissioner Yalonis and second by Commissioner Brown, the
Commission voted 5-0-2 to approve the meeting minutes of August 29, 2024.

AYES: BROWN, DOWNER PASTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONIS
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BLOFELD, OWENS

Motion carried.
E. GENERAL BUSINESS

E.1 Review, Discuss, and Provide Feedback on Draft Climate Action Plan (Gretchen
Schubeck, Sustainability Coordinator and Christine O’Rourke, O’Rourke & Associates)

Commissioners provide feedback to Schubeck and O’Rourke on final proposed
amendments to the draft Climate Action Plan.

Upon a motion of Commissioner Downer Paster and second by Commissioner
Brown, the Commission voted 4-1-2 to recommend that the Novato City Council
adopt the draft Climate Action Plan.

AYES: BROWN, DOWNER PASTER, SUBRAMANIAN, YALONIS
NOES: NONE

ABTAIN: TAI

ABSENT: BLOFELD, OWENS

Motion carried.

Presentation of the draft Climate Action Plan to the City Council is tentatively scheduled
for January 14, 2025.

E.2 2025 Commission Meeting Dates (Gretchen Schubeck, Sustainability Coordinator)

e The Commission will meet every other month in 2025, with Special Meetings called as
needed.

¢ Meeting dates for 2025 are: February 20, April 17, May 15, July 17, September 18,
and November 20.

o Commissioners are interested in holding a joint meeting with the Complete Streets and
Pathways Oversight Committee on December 5, 2024, to discuss CAP transportation
actions. Schubeck will confirm availability.

F. COMMISSIONER AND STAFF LIAISON REPORTS

F.1 Commissioner Reports

Commissioner Subramanian: Novato High School Sustainable Youth Leaders are hosting a
‘Sustainable Thrift Shop’ on November 20, to draw attention to the environmental impacts of
fast fashion.

Commissioner Brown: A joint meeting of Marin’s Sustainability/Climate Commission and
Committees will be held on November 11 from 6-8pm at VenturePad in San Rafael.

Commissioner _Tai: Marin Builders is partnering with Zero Waste Marin on a solar panel
collection and recycling program.
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F.2 Staff Liaison Reports
The virtual Marin Green Home Tour will be held on October 24. More info at
maringreenhometour.org

G. ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Subramanian, the
Commission voted 5-0-2 to adjourn the meeting at 7:45pm.

AYES: BROWN, DOWNER PASTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, YALONIS

NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BLOFELD, OWENS

Motion carried
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