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How To Apply Using Solar APP+ 
 
What is Solar APP+? Solar APP+ is an automated online portal for application and instantaneous 
review of new and retrofit residential rooftop solar and storage system. Solar APP+ simplifies 
the permitting process by eliminating the need for a full plan set. It offers three free revisions to 
reduce costs, speeds up plan reviews through automation, and accelerates installation with 
immediate city permit issuance.

 
1. Register for Solar APP+ account and apply for pre-approval through the Solar APP+ 

website. 
o Solar APP+ will charge a one-time fee of $25 for processing pre-approval. 
o If the solar project is approved by Solar APP+ you will be provided with a solar 

checklist (includes approval ID number) and equipment specifications 
2. Log into City of Novato eTrakit3 contractor account here. 

o Under "My Dashboard": 
 Select "Apply/New Permit" 
 Complete Applicant Disclosure 

o Under Step 1 Permit Information: 
 Select permit type: Residential Solar Auto Issue 
 Select permit subtype: solar or solar with ESS 
 Enter Solar APP+ approval ID 
 Enter size (kW) of proposed system 
 Enter valuation of ESS storage system, if applicable  

 Valuation is for storage system labor and hardware components 
only. Exclude value for installation of panels, and other non-ESS 
hardware. 

 Upload Solar APP+ Checklist (provided by Solar APP+) and equipment 
specification sheets 

 Complete balance of permit application 
o Pay all applicable fees online. 
o Permit status will be issued immediately after fees are paid. Construction may 

begin immediately after issuance. 
3. Approved Solar APP+ documents, the building permit, and inspection card must be 

printed and be available on site for use by City staff before inspections can be completed. 
If an inspector arrives on site and these documents are not available, they will not inspect 
the installation.  

o The permit and inspection document can be downloaded from the eTrakit3 portal 
permit record within one business day of permit issuance. 

https://etrakit3.novato.org/eTRAKiT3/

