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Multicultural Advisory Commission 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Wednesday, January 22, 2025 
 

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 Meeting called to order by Chair Jacobs at 6:01 pm. 

Commissioners Present: Pamela Luk, Sophia Osotio, Allison Skinner, Carlos Solis, Chair 
Jacobs, Vice Chair Alexandre 
Commissioners Absent: Vladimir Matviishin, Sloan Takeuchi-Ross 
 
Staff Present: Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services Katie Gauntlett, 
Recreation Division Manager Alexandra Kambur, and Community Services Division Manager 
Drew Bendickson 
 

B.  APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA  
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Commissioner 
Solis. The Commission voted 6-0-2 to approve the final agenda. 
 
AYES: Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Jacobs, Alexandre, Solis 
NOES: None.  
ABSENT: Matviishin, Takeuchi-Ross 
 

C. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 

1. Michelle Sheehan 
 
D. CONSENT ITEMS 
 

D.1 Approve the meeting minutes from August 28, 2024 
 
D.2 Approve the meeting minutes from September 25, 2024 
 
D.3 Approve the meeting minutes from October 23, 2024 

 
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Commissioner 
Skinner. The Commission voted 6-0-2 to approve the meeting minutes of August 28, 
September 25, and October 23, 2024. 
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AYES: Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Jacobs, Alexandre, Solis 
NOES: None.  
ABSENT: Matviishin, Takeuchi-Ross 

 
 
E.      UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS  
 

None. 
 

F. GENERAL BUSINESS   
  
 F.1. Elections of Chair and Vice Chair 
  
 Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Commissioner 

Jacobs, the Commission voted 6-0-2 to elect Commissioner Luk as Chair and Commissioner 
Skinner as Vice Chair for 2025. 

 
AYES: Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Jacobs, Alexandre, Solis 
NOES: None.  
ABSENT: Matviishin, Takeuchi-Ross 

 
 F.2. Review progress of the 2024 Multicultural Advisory Commission Work Plan and 

discuss goals and objectives for the 2025 Work Plan 
 
 Community Services Division Manager Drew Bendickson presented the Commission's 

accomplishments from 2024, highlighting successful community engagement through 
branded promotion of meetings and diverse cultural celebrations. Notable events included 
the Pride Flag-Raising Ceremony, Dia De Los Muertos celebration, and the "Celebrating 
Youth Voices" diversity day event. The Commission also strengthened community 
partnerships through participation in the Novato Historical Guild's Family History Day event 
and collaboration with the Museum of the American Indian for an Indigenous Peoples' Day 
film screening. 

  
 The Commission reviewed the proposed 2025 Work Plan, which continues key initiatives 

including diversity day programming, Pride month activities, and cultural celebrations such as 
Indigenous Peoples' Day and Dia De Los Muertos events. In response to public comment 
and commission discussion, the Commission approved the addition of a new goal to support 
increased visibility of tools and resources to combat hate and to educate the community 
regarding items under the Commission's purview. 

 
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Commissioner 
Solis, the Commission voted 6-0-2 to approve the 2025 Work Plan goals. 
 
AYES: Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Jacobs, Alexandre, Solis 
NOES: None.  
ABSENT: Matviishin, Takeuchi-Ross 

 
F.3. Discuss Diversity Day Event and Provide Staff with Event & Theme Direction 
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Recreation Division Manager Alexandra Kambur presented an overview of past Diversity Day 
events from 2022-2024 and requested Commission direction for the 2025 event.  
 
The Commission discussed various event formats and themes including: 

• Interactive family activities featuring multicultural games and traditions 
• Youth-focused programming 
• Theme of "Bridging the Divide" 
• Alternative scheduling options to increase attendance 

 
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner 
Osotio. The Commission voted 6-0-2 to direct staff to develop options for a dynamic, 
interactive event focused on youth and families, incorporating themes of bridging divides and 
cultural celebration, to be presented at the February meeting. 
 
AYES: Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Jacobs, Alexandre, Solis 
NOES: None.  
ABSENT: Matviishin, Takeuchi-Ross 

 
 
G.  COMMITTEE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM(S)  
 None. 
 
H.  COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS  
  
 H.1. Commissioner Reports  
  
 Commissioner Jacobs reported that applications for the Fourth of July Parade are now 

available online at novatoparade.com, with this year's theme being "The Greatest Show on 
Earth."  

 
 H.2. Staff Liaison Reports 
 
 Recreation Division Manager Alexandra Kambur reported that construction has begun on the 

Josef Hoog Community Park playground replacement project. The playground area will be 
closed during construction with other parts of the park having limited access. 

  
 Recreation Division Manager Kambur announced a new initiative to beautify seven utility 

boxes along Grant Avenue with original artwork, led by the Novato Chamber of Commerce's 
Leadership Novato Class of 2025. Applications are available at novato.org/utilityboxart 
through the end of January. 

  
 Recreation Division Manager Kambur shared that a free Black History Month event will be 

held at City Hall on Saturday, February 8th from 11 AM to noon, featuring music and dance 
educator Tina Rogers leading an interactive workshop for families. 

 
 
I. ADJOURNMENT 
  
 The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. by Vice Chair Skinner.  
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Multicultural 

Advisory Commission meeting of                          . 
 
/_ Drew Bendickson_/ 
Drew Bendickson, Community Services Division Manager 
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